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TCRERCE- Fewpeoplemthechurchre
ahze that by 2020 or sooner, half the Ro-

rian Catholics in the United States will be
of Hlspamc ongm according to Msgr An- -
.iceto Villariide, vicar for Hispanics-in the
Bndgeporc Conn., Diocese. -

““The’resources are not there. T don t
think ‘we are- prepared to serve the chal-
- lengé.of these numbers,” he said during.
-the 21st;annual Northeast Conference of
Dm:CtOts,of the Hispanic Apostolate, held
May 57 at. the Borromeo Prayer Center.
The monsrgnor is presxdent of the- confer-
ence.:

 “So the task of the conference isto open

ways, to create consciousness, to make peo-
ple aware, to find ways to serve those peo--
ple,” hie said. “If we do not serve them, 6th-
er churches.are going to serve them. If we
do not'attend to their spmtual needs, oth-
er churches are going to doit.”

Of the 32 dioceses in the northeast Te-
- gion (from Maine to Virginia) that have a
Hispanic apostolate or office, 24 were rep-

resented at the Rochester meeting, includ-

ing directors born in the United States,
Spain, Colombia, Cuba and Puerto Rico.

During the meeting, they planned for |

Encuentm 2000, a national gathering of
and other cultural groups sched-

-uled for July 2000 and to be hosted in Los .

Angeles by the U.S. bishops.

They also shared concerns about new -

immigration laws. And they talked. of
hopes for Amnesty 2000 — an attempt to
free from deportation fellow Hispanics
who have worked for years in the Umted
- States but have 1o papers.

" “The new i

directors knéw many people who: have
-been forced to leave the country: .

“I am thinking of one farmlym myr'_
parish,” he said. “She had tG leave; he stayed -
with the two kids born here. And she is hav-

mgadrff‘cult time to come back.”

Hispanic immigrants often approach :

the ministers for advice, he said, and “Most

times we feel veryﬁustmted because there. |

. is nothing we can do.”

Inu’mgratmn law revisions of 1996 seta

iori laws. are affect-
ing. our people very badly,” Msgr. Vil
-lamide said.He nated the Hispanic office -

Gr.gmwsmrpho:ograpber |

Deacon Carioo Vargas ot St. Franols of Asslsl Church Rochester, left,. Iistens to
Bishop Matthew Clark at a Mass May 6 at the Pastoral Center, during a meeting
of the Nonhoast Conforenoo of Directors of the Hispanic Apostolate.

A_Apenalty for undocumented people, ac--
. cording to ‘the Legal Aid Society. Under

the revisions, people who have lived here

_illegally 180 days must wait three years to

‘return to this country, or lOyearslftheyve
lived here illegally for more than a year.'

Msgr. Villamide has hopes for Amnesty |

2000, a project being developed for the

" church’ s Jubilee 2000 year. Amnesty hasits |
roots way back in the Judeo-Christian tra-
dition, the monsignor noted, with _)ubllees |

being a time for forgiveness.

. “We are not so stupid or naive to think -

‘we have the power (to free all undocu-
. mented Hispanics from the law),” he said.

“But we have to think how we can serve
- and help these thousands of people.”

Perhaps undocumented Hispanics who

have lived here for a certain number-of -
- years and are making a contribution could
. be allowed to stay, for- example. he said.

- “If the whole chuich : starts yo talk about

that, we-will ‘creatga consciousness,” he
said. “If bishops start talking about the is-

sueandstarttopressontlusrssue,ldlmk'

possibly something can be done.”

Five or 10 'years ago, the majority of His-
pariics in this region were from the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, he said: But
then more Central and South American

| Hlspames, as well as: Mexlcans, began mov-- | -

megston outreach opened

By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer

* Catholic Charities of Lrvmgston Coun-

ty has established a Hispanic/Latino Out- |
reach Program coordinated by Robert °

Andino, a 46-year-old bilingual native of

San Turze, Puerto Rico, who has lived in |
. New Yoik state since 1977 ' '

Andino is working 10 hours perweek

at the agency’s Mount Morris office,.and

is also a student at Genesee Community

 College studying to be an alcohol and sub- .

stance -abuse counselor. Andino’s hours
.- at the agency are from 10 am. to 3 p.m.
on Monday and Wednesday. He can be

contacted at Cathohc Charmes at‘

716/658-4466.
The - outreach program, ‘begun in

‘ March, is:designed to make Hispanics in
Livingston County more aware of the ser- -

vices available to.them ‘Catholic

Charities, according to Andino and Tim~
McMahon, executive director. of the ’
agency. “McMahon said - he “wanted |
Catholic Charities to work with other so- |

" cial service agencies in the area to reach
both the settled Hispanic populationand

. migrant Hispanics who work in the coun-
ty. Andino added that he’is “starting from
scratch™ and is still developing the con- -

tent of the outreach p

rogram. ‘
- McMahon estimated that more than

1,000 of Livingston. County 63,000 citi-.

E zens are Hispanic. Most are from Puerto.

Rroo, althougtia number are second- and :

,rectly from Puerto Rico, and some of

'now I'm gettmg pmd for'i lt, " he saxd wrth
1 a laugh

thrrd-generatton residents. ‘McMahon |.

added that language and cultural barriers
_ between the Hispanics and the rest of the
" county’s residents have kept Hispanics
somewhat isolated.

“You get the i tmpressxon that Hispanic
families tend to keep avery, very low pro-

file, and tend to develop their own net-

works,” McMahon said.

Andino’s comments echoed those of
McMahon. -~ ¢

- “Most of the' Spamshs ‘came di-
them don’t speak English,” he said. ~ .

Andind noted that he ‘has-often served

" as an informal liaison’between. Spanish- -
speakefs. iis"Mount Moris and the Eng- -
, populatron since hls family- -

- moved there ini the late 1970s.

hsh-speahng
“I've been doing thig for 20 years, and-
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id, “So the lmrmgration is-
for our region.”
He noted many undocumented Hispan-

" ics, many of whom are former students and
~tourists who outstayed their visas, face .
manyuyusuces Lawyers promise help they .

can't promxse, employers pay unfair wages.
“It is a big problem of our ministry, thé
poverty of these people, Msgr. Villarmde
said.
One way the church will mcreasrngly
reach out to Hispanics in general -is
through its Northeast Institute for Pastoral

1 Formation, accordmg -to the directors.
" Opened in January with offices-in New |
- York and Washington, it is sponsored by .
" _the niortheast region’s bishops. '

‘Margarita Roque, former Hlsparuc min-.
istry director for the Washington, D.C,,

.A.rchdxoceser is now-director -of the insti- |
“tute. Its mission'is to train Hispanic lay peo-

eple especially at the parish level.

" Although St. Bemard s Institute does of-
fer. a program for Hispanic rmmstry,'
Roque noted, “No diocese has

“The Hispanic Pastoral Instmwe at SBI

offers a three-year program and eight {-
. courses, mcludmg Scrlpture and sacra-
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ments classas A -
Sister {’at‘SchoelIes, president of SBI

said that despite the range of courses of-

| fered at the local intitute, “We're hoping

|- to-do some. networking'y with (the North-
* cast Institute) tohelp us.” She particularly

mentioned migrant ministry trammg
The N ortheast Institute has courses cov-
ermg the gamut, from catechesis and evan-
' gelization to family/youth ministry and
" pastoral care of the sick; as well as muustry

o among mrgrant workers. The mstitute -

sends out teams of professors to a diocese

" for two or three COnVOCﬁBODS

“The impact has been tremendous,”-
Roque said during a.conference break. A
ready the Boston Archdiocese has taken
advantage of the training, sendmg 67 peo-_

‘ple 1o courses, she said.

“We pray together, think together and

. grow together, ‘Roque said, explaining the

approach is not lecturing, but a-church ex-
perience. “We want to make people realize

- all Catholics have a mission to pnoclarm the :

Good News,through the sacraments.”
Although 76 percent of Hispanics who
are born -Catholic remain Cathohc, she .
said, 24 percent don’t. .
“If we work well in the Catholic Church. -
especially with Hispanic people, we still
have a wonderful chance with the Hispan’-

ic community,’ she said. “We can makeit.”

. Hispanic Catholics have faced not only .
prosyletmng by various sects, she said, but

- also unwelcoming Catholic parishes. “That

is one of the elements. We cannot deny

that,” she said. Learning Spanish is not

necessary to be welcoming, she added.

“I always say much more important is
the attitude of the person, than the lan-
guage the person speaks,” she comment-

ed. “A priest may not speak Spanish but if
he s really welcoming, he will attract these
.Jtisyour attitude; siile; the/ lead-
érship you establish in a parish.
" “The language of the heart is the lan-

1 guagethatcounts

- 'The Hispanic directors held their meet-
mngochater to honor Brother Luis Ru-
berte, H.Ch., outgoing 17-year director of
the Rochester diocesan-apostolate. = -
“We love him dwly Roque said,
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