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I never Would have f inished Saturday's 

Run for the Young at St. Lawrence, 
Greece, without Steven Washer. That 

bright, vigorous 10-year-old from St. 
Mary's, Dansville, came along at just the 
right moment 

I was about halfway through the five-
kilometer course. I knew'I was getting • 
older; my legs felt like lead. I knew I was 
still congested from a cold; my chest was 
heaving. I was wondering why I had not 
stayed behind to slice bagels and pour 
cold drinks for the runners when they fin
ished. 

Just then Steven came along with a 
bounce in his gait, a smile on his face and 
a willingness to gab for a while with the 
old-timer who was chugging along beside. 
I had just enough air to gasp out a few 
questions. 

In response to those queries, Steven 
told me that he had come to the run with 
a group of six people from his hometown* 
that fourth grade wasn't half bad after all, 
that he was really glad he came because so 
many nite individuals turned Out for the 
race. 

He was absolutely charming and suc
ceeded somehow in helping me acquire 
the well-known second wind we all need 
from time to time. 

I got a special kick out of one bit of 
information Steven gave me: This was the 
first time he had entered a race of this 

kind. In fact, he was wondering if the 
training he had done would prove suffi
cient to see him through to the end of his 
first effort, j tried to encourage him as 
best I could, but knew without a doubt 
that, if he chose to, he could still be run
ning now. And it is Monday afternoon! 

Encounters such as the unplanned one I 
had with Steven at the Run for the Young 
are among the reasons why events witfr 
and for our young people are such reward
ing experiences. 

Qn this occasion, young people and 
adults worked together to organize an 
event that was fun for more than.20& peo
ple, aged 8 to 65. Siblings ran together. So 
did parents and children. 

In addition to providing the furt of l 

camaraderie, and competition, the event 
also generated some money that will be 
used to fuhd scholarships for kids to par
ticipate in our Diocesan Youth Conven
tion, Junior High School Rally and 

umm 
Diocesan Retreat Program. 

We all'know fhafc suckgatheVjng&can 
be deeply significant in d i e spiritual. 

growth of our young people. For example, 
recently I was reading some research find
ings about key factors in the development 
of vocations to priesthood arid, religious 
life. A memorable retreat experience was 
identified as one of those factors; 

Last week's "Hun for the Young was the* 
second such event. We had the one on 
Saturday and an earlier one in October. 
Hereafter we hope to hold one each May. 
I am sure that parish communities will be 
receiving, very early notice about the par-
tfculars. Saturday's level of participation 
doubled last October's. 

We hope that the one next May will be 
another good step forward in support of 
the spiritual growth of the great young 
people of our dioceses* -

A final word of gratitude to Steven: On 
Saturday you encouraged me into a much 
needed and renewing second wind. You 
also sparked in me the life-giving memory 
that I was 10 years old once. That aware
ness has put me in touch with all kinds of 
people who since then have given support 
and encouragement when I have tired or 
felt like quitting or have become discour
aged along the way. 

That is a wonderful gift. Thank you,; 
Steven. 

Peace to all. 

Get More. 
Earn More 

Go with experience 
you can trust... 

Because Gen-Cap cares about ^GUT retirement money! 

For 23 positive years... 

GEN-CAP investors have 

done better for 5 Great Reasons: 

• Regular monthly checks 

• No fees or commissions 

• Low minimum initial investment 
...$5,000.00 

• High yields and capital growth 

• Rate of interest guaranteed for term of Certificate 

Make a fresh start..RIGHT NOW! 8.51% annually. 

Gall 1-800-507-4393 

Gen-See Capital Corporation 

Compassion 
SrMMgid 
Native of Chicago, Illinois 
Prior Experience: Medical Technologist 

My discovery of my vocation was gradual.. It began, 
with a growing desire to spend my whole life loving 
and serving God and assisting in the salvation of men. 
While my Work was honest and good, I felt I was catted 
to more direct service to others, and a much deeper 
prayer life. After praying to tbe Holy Spirit for guid

ance and the grace of tnist, and inve^gating several communities, I knew 
God was leading me to the Hawthorne Dominicans. 

In God's will is our peace; I wish no other life than tbe one God bas 
offered me in tbe precious gift of my vocation. 

The Dominican Sisters 
of Hawthorne 

New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Georgia, Minnesota . 

We nurse incurable cancer patients in seven free, modern nurs
ing homes. Many who £nter our cornmunity have no prior nurs
ing experience. Living oiir vows and participating jn the life of 
the Church by prayer and sacraments enables us to serve God in 
this apostolate. 
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