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-1 Letters Policy ,.
' The Catholic Courier wishes to | -
Pl‘OVldesPacefOrmdem ) el B

the diocese to express opnnons onall

- sues affecting church life.

and a variety of reflections on life in
publicationbased on likely reader in-
play. Our discerning réaders may de-

.with the letter writers’ opinions. .
- . Letters ‘must- not exceed” 500
words. Anonymous | letters: -and the
~Wemervcd1enghttoed1tleuers for
legal and ‘other concerns. With re-
‘ specttoen'orsmsubmttted text, we

| will correct spelling o! - .

1 Miail letters to: Calthlhthouner,

. |: PO. Box 24379, Rochester, N.Y.
: 714624.Heasemdudeymnﬁtllname.[

fOrptnposesofvenfamon

’7 >. - ﬁ l
- of handguns in-the UmtedStates

Gun-contml advocates rally outstde a man-
facility to protest-easy-a

A coalition of animalights: gmups stages
side stores that'sell fur coats. "

- Family-and women's groups plcket oqtstdea cham of stores sell- g’
. ing magazines corisidered pornographic: = ..
. Onthesurface, these three efforts— .which haye ali occurred in

recent years = would seem to have: httle in comimon. _

But if an April 20 federal court ruling isuptield, the individu-

als involved in thése activities.all could potenttally become em-
: bmxledmabattleoverfneespeech
- AUS. District Court jury in Chlcago foundjoseph M. Scheidler )

of theé Pro-Life Action. League and- several other prodife.leaders

. guilty of 21 acts of extortion during'attempts-to.close down abor-
tion clinics. The acts were defined as violations of the federal Rack-

eteerInfluenoedand(:ormptotgamzauon(mcc))stamte alaw

ongmally intended to help fight organized crime.
Attorneys for the plaintiff — thé National- Orgamzauon for

Women — acknowledged. that Scheidler and:the others had ot
themselves commiitted acts of physical violence. Indeed; they were

" not directly-connected with individuals who had ‘committed-acts.
of violence.But, the lawyers argtied, they had ,greatbd a chmate'
- -that éncouraged others to commit violence.” N .
" That bears repeating. They were. corivicted not of commtttmg o
. ‘or éncouraging acts'of violence, but of creatmg a dtmate in whtch' ‘

E 1)1 1()1\1 \L
: 27 1994 edmon of The New York Times. The ad decried the US.

-'Supreme Gourt decision ofjan 24, 1994; which aliowed RICO.to.

_be uséd in the Scheidler case. Among the groups endorsing the -
. ad were the International Black Women’s Network, the Anti-Fas-

Recogmztng the potenttal tmpltcattons of
the suit, a number of groups endorsed a

" Seamless Garment Network ad in-the March

cist Network, the Georgia’ Dcath Penalty Abolmomsts and The

. Catholic Peace Fellowship..

These groups fear that broademng the apphcatlon of RICO
could make all activist groups subject to prosecution. Thus indi-

- viduals protesting handguns fur and pornography, for example,
* could face RICO charges under the right circumstances.. :

. ‘Meanwhile, other protesters who commit acts of civil disobedi- -

"« ence at abortion clinics likewise could become subject to RICO by
- being linked with the “conspiracy” plaintiffs alleged in this case.

And those individuals who by their words seem to encourage

- protests — church officials or editorial writers, for example — could

possibly be subject to: prosecunon as well,
If that seems absurd, just-look at how broadly some. other fed '
eral statutes have been interpreted. In countless cases, private

_* prayers have been banned in schools and individuals have been
*. forbidden to wear crosses or have religious symbols at work be-
cause of .overzealous interpretations of federal guidelines.

-In'many instasites, people have curtailed constitutionally guar

-anteed activities because they feared legal consequences.

. sides.of the issues. We welcome orig- - :
inal, stgned letters about current is- .

- Although we cannot publishevery -
letter we receive, we seek, insofaras | - -
i posstble, t0 provide a balanced rep-

- reséntation “of expressed opinions
the chugch. We will choose letters for -
terest, timeliness and a sense of fair * § -

- termmewhethertoagreeordnsagree ; _‘

useofpseudonymsare table: | ¢ what Holy Communion

. anaffrontitisto God when Heisforced to

such acts might take place.

© . Thus, essentially, they were: found gullty of speakmg out —

* right supposedly guaranteed by the Constitution, A nght regu
- larly exercised by activist groups in thts natlon :

‘One can'only hope that the verdtctwdl somehow be overturned.

Othermse, individuals concerned about any number of moral
and ethical issues may find themselves pressured-into silence.

And as. Pope Bomface VI contended, “Sllence gives consent.”

To the editors: _
Iamsurethatmanyofyourreaders_]om

' me in the profound sadness of the lastfew
. ‘weeks as we have witnessed the tragedies

«of junior high.school students shooting at

~ and murdering their teachers and fellow
stirdents. .. The fact that these educators’
lives were cut so abruptly, the fact that :they’

leave behind families and students who

. loved them, the fact that their deaths were |
. $0 unnecessary — these facts can only stun |

- -usinto'motionlesseflection over'the eer-_
haunting question: Why? And theri we add”, | -
- to this the young people numbered among

the wounded and killed. ... Their parents
and siblings are changed forever. Their

" classmatés now live with fear during years | -
- that should be lived with dreaming, -

 Siricé' 1981, I have worked in. ministry

as a volunteer catechist, as a professional

lay minister and: as a priest. My ministry

has :always. involved teaching children,
mostly of j Jumor high’school and high .
" sclioo] age I am deeply and profoundly'

saddened by these homble tmages now
part of the lives of the peaple involved. .
These.children are our children. These.

| teachers are our teachers. These fanuhes

"are our families.
1 throw no stones at the teens who shot

the guns. I will never understand their'pain

and the confusion theit souls must have

" felt then and. musi feel now. Al can do, B
with:you, is shake my head in disbelief that

.this has happened and pray to our tender.

' %dring 'God that somehow, some way ~

grace may happen in their young: lives

again. While my anger moves me’to want -
revenge, my faith-moves me to seek un-
| ed teacher or guidance counselor: “I may

derstanding and to pray for reconciliation.
As St. James so wisely wrote alinost

assnstance from someone you trust. lf you )

;'-

| 2,000 years ago, we should not just be hear- . -
-ers of God’s Word, but doers-as well (]ames
1:22).-... You, who are parents, please {alk .
to your - children. Listen to them sertously :

" ‘and take nothing they say nor do for grafit:

ed. Don’t be ashamed to.ask for advice 0 or

& o

o Tragedy shows need to talk with' teenagers'

have questlons or fears, if you simply do -
"not know what to do. If you must err, err
oni the side of loving and forgiving, noton
rejection nor being dismissive.

And'to you teens and'young adults ..

. please know that there is someone out

there who will listen and understand you.

. No matter what you may have done, no

matter what you may be feeling — there is
‘someone who will accept you as you are
and love you. I pray you never reach such
. apoint of desperation in-your life that you
‘would ever consider takmg another’s life

“or your own, There is never any shame in

saying to a priest, a youth minister, a trust-

neéd help insorting this thing out.” -

These unnecessary deaths ... tear atour
hearts and even, sometimes, break them.
- Jesus knows our pain. ... Let us trust in_

s resurrection fmth and be fed with the‘

. Bréad of Ltfe ;
Father Lee; Chase Paroclual Vicar
St.]oseph Chnmch, Penfield

P _

Don t accommodate unworthy receptlon of Euchanst |

‘To the editors:: - -

. Regarding President Chnton s necepnon
of Holy: Communion, anyone who imag-
ines that this was in any way acceptablé is-

: * gravely mistaken. Helen Schultz (letter,
" Ap_nl 16) claims that Father Makobane was

“gracious” to give the President the sacred- |
Host; did she stop to thmk where the rml

. graciousness lies?

In the sacrament of the Eudmnst,Jesus

’ lsmademllyandtruly resent to us, not. '

only as ‘our brother and fnend, but as-our

- Savior; Creator, and Almighty God. Itisthe |

Second Person of the Blessed Trinity Who
condescends to enter into -our. unworthy

- ‘hearts, to unite us completely with Him in

the most exquisite foretaste of Heaven that
‘we shall ever’know on earth, Please, think -
about what it means! Theangels thenaselves .

axedemedwhatweatepnvﬂegedtorecewe.

This is-our faith; wnw«:notsee,byvn‘tue
actuallyis, what -

enter the heart of someone who does not '

* even profess to believe that he is receiving

his God! It is not a question of presuining -
to know Clinton’s conscience.

ManeLomseSkellywondetstfttn pos-

‘ ‘sible that Christ really ‘wanted to be re-
. ceived by President:Clinton.” Not only pos- |

. sible,ttuassuredlytme,ﬁ)rﬂewams;llof
ustoeometol-lunandsmd, “unlessyou A

_ 6:52). But Our Lord must be received:
worthily, thhthenecessaryfatthmandrev

differenit times from the Church Chnﬁ
founded when He satd, “Thou art Peter e

: »&tthefleshoftheSonofmananddnnk

His blood, you have no life in you” (John’

i4

-erence-for the Sacrament; niote St. Pagl’s -
uneqtnvocat condémnation of unworthy
_ communion in 1 Cor. 11:27: “Whoever,. .
. therefore, eats the breador.drinks the cup *
| of the Lord in an unworthy manner willbé -
- guilty of profaning the body and blood o'f
{ theLord.” ' -
- John's sixth chapter shows there cari be« _
no-accommodation to worldly sentiment |
. when dealing with the Eucharist. Though |
Helost a great inany followers that day,je- _ o
susdtdnotsofteonsmessage, Hedtd not 1. :»-3"-" * Arrowhe

i'ro the editors:

. -Ido wish-that Father thhard McBnen 1
‘would look for a church he would like in-
stead of bashing the Catholic Church we_ |’
Protestant.church- -

love. There are so )
es out there that would fill the bill. No

-Pope, no. tradttton, no: catechism, .no
’ cehbacy, pleity of women. ministers, -
There.is.even less church. history to" de-f g

plore since these churches broke away:

¢

ch;mge it He dxd not even;;xplam it. Toe
stead ~He demanded an "answer which
: ould be ‘based.. only"on; faith.when He
asked; “Will you, a&qgoaway”‘ (John6:67).
“President Clinton, and anyone who.does’
‘not share the: Catltéllc fatth -has necessari-
~ly.‘gone- away We shust, pray, that every-
+ 'one will corne10.see; thelov’eofjesus«true
présen(:e wattmg fo
fmmentof theEuchanst, bu

: Hopes colummst fmds another church

‘and i upon thts rock 1 thl budd mychurch :
‘and the gates of heilashall not: prevaxl

- agamst lt.” L

“»!‘L ’. lmm
Stror Hall,KeukaPatk

= EDIJ‘ORS' NOTE:, We “will conitintie-to -
1 pub[ishlewm taltmgts.mewthsgmﬁcﬁomls

dml:sgbylfalherMcBrmz, butlhtrzsthe



yrqlence.Indeedi.they

