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BY Jos SARNICOLA

There was a man named Stephen who''
was filled with the Holy Spirit. Wherever
_he went, people were healed of their sick-
nesses and many came to beheve mjesus
because of him.- .. .-
" But there were other people who were
. jealous of Stephen. They appealed to. the -
leaders of the Sanhedrin with lies, saying,
Tlnsmanspeaksagmnstthelawsof
' Moses and” the prophets, and he says
Jesus will destroy our customs.”

Stephen was brought before the
Sanhedrin: His face shone as if he were -
anangel. -

The high priest stood and asked
“Stephen, what have you to-say about the: _ ‘

. charges leveled against you?"« . : R lllustntionbyl.inda.loannomvm»
" .“The history of our people is one of

.The commgmf theHoh
-early Christians; the thinistry’ and ir-
_acles of Petery and themnssxonary JODX'-
| neys of Paul ‘are"as- exciting as- any
work of popular. fiction.. = . ,
Yet Luke wasn’t just trying to-tell -
| good stories. He wanted'to show how
God, through Jesus, had made salva- |
tion - available -fo the Gentiles (non-
Jews) as well-as the Jews To.that-eiid,
God sent his Holy Spirit to €nable: the
Christians -to -enidure hard times. and
-to live a faith-filled Christian life. Luke | -
also emphasxzed the importance” of
prayer in the hves of the Christians.
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stubbornness to God's commands,” Stephen looked- at each of the men of - The reom was. immediately plunged N
: .. “Stephen responded. “God promised . the council. He spoke to them boldly, but - into darkness and Stephen was 1llummat- YA Gﬁdric
olly, at _ " Abraham a land' of milk and honey. not in anger. -ed by a great light. St. Godric. lived in England,: just
o * Moses led our ancestors out of Egypt’s - “Your ears -are closed to the words of - - “I'see the heavens open before me,” he after the beginning of.the year 1000,
©© " slavery into the wilderness for 40 years, = God, just like our fathers and mothers  said. “I see the Son of Man. standmg next ‘He became a sailor and traveled by
reat. =~ _and -Joshua brought the ‘people into before us,™ Stephen declared. “Which of ‘toGod.”. ship. to the seaports of the: Bnush Isles
nd,” . Canaan. Then ‘they wanted a king. So  the prophets were: persecuted> They fore- When the room returned to normal -and beyond. . ..
-other - * God gave them first Saul,- then David, told the coming of one who is righteous,  the members of the Sanhedrin grabbed - After hearing about the hfe of St.
s attend  and his son Solomon after him. And  and somie of them were put to-death by.  Stephen and took him outside of the city ‘Cuthbert, a British monk of the sev-
‘ , Solomon built a temple for God to dwell  people like you. The law wds given toyou, _‘where people began to pelt him with enth century who was revered for his |
iple . in, But God does not live in manmade but you dxd not accept it or understand - large heavy stones. - compassion and his miracles of heal- _
joy - ~ temples.” it.” . Stephen knelt'and prayed, “Lord, take ¢ | ing, St. Godric decided to make a pil- - i
said that + The high priest became angry at * The men of the councnl stood upand my spmt, but do riot hold this sin against -grimage o tode Mm. JHe later visited
ot to ar- - : Stephen s words. " demanded that Stephen be punished for. ese, people. T,'hey don’t realize ‘what different sh¥ines andtmade a pilgrim-
A ' “What are you trymg to say?” the high _his insults to the Sanhedrin and his opin- ey are doing” - age to Rome. Eventually he: llved asa
dable. - priest demanded. “Do not speak in rid-  ions of the history of the Jewish people. Then Stephen died. hermit. . -
fother's dles. ' We know the: lustory of our people .- And it was decided that his punishment P - His dife was. dedxcated to helpmg
obe © . very well ” would be death by stonmg A ‘ & A E the sick, the poor and the needy, and
lthough : N : m— e ‘ - ' Q e he was alwayskmdrtwammals Godric |
A : ' e ’ S . had -occasional -visions .of people in-
HI;I:,BZ; ] Klds CIUb : - : READ MORE ABOUT IT: Acts 7 distress, and he would 'stop whatever
aises her You can win a $50 savings bond by wntmg an essay’ (100 orfewer | 1. Why were the members of the ‘he was doing to pray for those people
words)-answering this question: ! -Sanhedrin angry at Stephen? ‘We remember hlm on May 21.
every WhataresomewayswecanshowtheworldthatweareChns- 2. WhatwasStephensf‘malprayer’ -
N tians? ) ,
_L:i?;, we " Send your essay — mcludmg name, home address telephone num-
‘Name ber,schoolandgrade-toCathothomer P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, N.Y. 14624.
ind her .4 Deadline for.entries is May 21, 1998. The winner will be notified by phone and re-
Nazareth o | ceive the savings.bond by mail. In addition, the wiriner’s essay. will be published in
h. 1 anupconnnglssueofods Chronicle.
wdoit Last month’s winner was Jeff Tatanus, a fourt.h-gtade student at St. Rita School, Unscramble the names of s¢ some of the
reciation zibfe‘:;‘l‘;’mm‘h;g‘fyg;z m‘ were telling a friend what kind of per- 1. early Christians written about in the.
'tt:trhﬁge -1 X1 had totell a friend what kind of person Jesus was, I. would say thathewasa | ACtS of the APOSdeS- Answm on page 3.
e kind, generous, forgiving, loving person. He gave things to people. He healed peo- - a .
boye ‘ ple. He gave up his own life for.all of the sins anyone has had, or will have. He still " 4 1 reept . 4.sutti - 7. hlppll ;
X o wouldhavedtedtfyouweretheonlypersonmthewholeworld The cross was made 4 hen - E obin . .
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