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Some notes on things past, present, and to 
come: Fathers Jim Lawlor, Jack O'Connor, 
Win Kellner, Jerry Gefell, Joe' Gefell and I rep
resented our diocese at Saint Mary's 
Cathedral, Ogdensburg, on Thursday for the 
funeral liturgy of Father David Stinebrickner. 
Jim, Jack, Win and I were classmates of David 
at St. Bernard's Seminary. Joe and Jerry, semi
nary classmates of Bishop Dennis Hickey, have 
been living and serving in the Ogdensburg 
Diocese since their retirement several years 
ago. David had serious health problems for 
many years but, through it all, was a great 
leader in that local Church. 

Sunday at Saint Mary's, Dansville, we had a 
jubilee celebration for couples from the dio
cese who are celebrating 25 years and more of 
marriage during 1998. The 15Q couples from 
11 of our 12 counties brought a great spirit of 
gratitude and joy to the day. Father.Steve 
Kraus and die community at St. Mary's were 
most gracious hosts to all of us. The church 
was beautifully adorned and all of die liturgi
cal ministries were beautifully done. Special 
thanks to die parish's small but excellent 
choir. Most of the jubilarians who gathered in 
Dansville yesterday had never been to St 
Mary's before. I am. sure that they were as 
impressed by die community and die church 
as I was. 

This week we host in Rochester the annual 
meeting of the Northeast Conference of 
Diocesan Directors of the Spanish Speaking 
Apostolate. I look forward to an evening with 
them on Thursday. On Wednesday we will cel
ebrate the Eucharistic Liturgy in the chapel at 
the Pastoral Center and tiien enjoy a dinner 

together at a neighboring party house. It will 
be a blessing to have with us men and women 
who are leaders among a group who are so 
important to the life and good health of the 
church in die United States. 

One of my favorite annual events is a lun
cheon for our senior priests, which will take 
place on Friday in Canandaigua. It is always a 
delight to gather in .this company and to hear. 
die wonderful stories that are told. The men 
who gather range in age from 70 to 93 years 
ancV represent centuries of loving service to 
the people of God in this:region. The stories 
are die program. We interrupt diem only for 
brief words of greeting, a blessing prayer arid-
to consume die lovely-food that is placed 
before us. . ' * " _ • 

On Friday evening representatives of our 
Monroe County Catholic Schools and friends 
will gadier for a celebration in gratitude for 
another successful year. A highlight wiH be die 
opportunity to honor some people who have • 
offered strong support to our school efforts. I 
look forward to an evening of relaxation and . 
renewal with all of them. 

There will be a celebration on Saturday 

evening,' the second-annual Consistent Life 

Ethic dinner. On that occasion we will present 
the Vita Award to people who} have offepedf;. 

distinguished and generous service in defense 
of life as it is direatened by aboi^on, capitad^ 
punishment, eudianasia, poverfyj violence^, 
.isgar.- Good'-food, ftiends and mi&ic.riia^yie^ ; 

evening an attractive one. Buttfie heirtSf it 
for me are die st©ries of the>gefterous;a^ielf-1 
less service the Vita Award re^ipient^rencfer " 
on behalf of vulnerable life. . . 
.- Sandwiched between the Friday and '-."'/.-• 
Saturday night celebrations will be Saturday 
morning's Run for Youth at St. Lawrence in 
Greece. This event gathers entrants, young 

.and not so young, from all parts of our jrlio-
cese. We run or walk to have some fun and to 
raise some money to support die participation 
of our young people in events like retreats and 
youthxonferences. Last yearVevent wasa lot 
of fun and generated, funds diat helpedlpts of . 
kids enjoy some great opportunities. I am con
fident diat this second time around will pro
duce results diat are even more satisfying. 

Odier events diat will help make diis week 
a stimulating one include a breakfast meeting 
widi a group of Catholic physicians, the 
monthly meeting of our Presbyteral Council 
and follow-up meeting, with its executive com
mittee,, a meeting with our diocesan consul-
tors, die first hour of a three-hour commit
ment I have made to receive training in com
munication, and confirmations at Our Lady 
of Mercy and Our Lady Queen of Peace. 

I look forward to it all and hope that you 
have a great week yourself. 

Peace to all. . ' ' 

my friends came to know 
that I was going to join the 
priesthood, all of them discouraged 
me. I prayed to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. I kept praying for many 
days..." * On July 5,1996, Jaya 
Pradeep gained a new set of 
friends. On this day, he joined 25 

other young men studying for die 
priesthood at Vinay Gurukul minor seminary in die 
Archdiocese of Delhi in India. Every day, stories like 
tiiis are repeated throughout die Missions, and will 
continue well into die future...with your help. 
•fr Through a Gift Annuity, with the Propagation of 
the Faith; you can help the future missionary work of 
the Church - and you benefit as 
welL ajjift Annuity with the 
Propagation of the Faith can 
provide you with income for the 
rest of your life at a favorable 
rate of return. Please write for Bishop 

more information. William J. McConrack. 
,. National Director 

The Society for THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 
f\M^- Please mail coupon to: Fr. Robert C Bradler, 

\ 7 p ! / H50 BuffiUoRd.,Dept.C Rochester, NY 14824 

o $ioo 
Name 

• $50 O $25 - O $10 o$_ Jother) 

Address. 

City -State. -Zip 

Please remember The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
when writing or changing your WiH. 
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