
Mercy High School life and physical science teacher Bill HochadeTs eighth-grade class cleans the grounds of the school cam
pus on Earth Day, April 22. 
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'environmental issues, Megan 
Murray Is convinced thaithe-

future is now. : ' ':•••• 
"We're polluting the earth, and my 

kids are going to have to live here 
someday. You have to care about oth
er people," said Megan, 14, a 
parishioner at Church of the 
Assumption in Fairport. 

Kevin O'Connor agreed that too 
many people don't consider long-term 
effects when they ignore the 

, environment. 
"Ifsnot 

I going to be 
I here unless 
we preserve 
it. I think most 
people don't 
think any of 
that's going 
to happen in 
our lifetime, 
so they 
concentrate 
on other 
things," said 
Kevin, 15, 

from St. Ann's Church in Homell. 
For example, Kevin said, forests 

are being cleared at a disturbing rate 
to make way for new houses and 
businesses —forests that help to 
produce the air we breathe/ 
"They're building 
factories in places that 
should be left alone," 
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And Jennifer Palmer, who is 
.considering a career in meteorology, 

has learned alarming information 
about acid rain— rain with a high 
concentration of acids resulting from 
the combustion of fossil fuels like oil 
and coal. Acid rain can kill plants, 
make lakes and ponds uninhabitable, 
and even damage buildings. 

"Pollution causes acid 
rain. I'm concerned 
about it," 

said Jennifer, 15, from SLMary's 
Church in Waterloo. She attends 
Geneva DeSales High School. 

Megan said she's 
worried that our 
rivers, lakes and 
oceans will become 
so badly polluted 
that we will 
eventually run out of 
safe drinking water. 

"When other 
people are thirsty 
and there's not any 
water—that-snot 
fair at all," Megan 
said. 

. Megan and other 
teens are working to 
preserve and beauti
fy the environment 
— rather than 
destroy it. For 
instance, Megan 
joined with other 
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