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&’ ﬁﬂ% many ‘parents look at their children as miracles, Leo
5 arol Finucane have extra reasons to do so. .
, Their son Connor, now 4, emerged in July 1995 from a week- -
) long coma — suffered after falling into an acquaintance’s indoor
swimming pool — and appears to have escaped long-term effects.
Leo Finucane remembers his son’s fifst word: “Johnny!” when he saw John-
ny, his favorite doll, perched near his hospital bed. ‘
At the time of Connor's recovery, the Finucanes, of Pitts-
ford’s Church of the Transﬁguratlon, didn’t need an-
other miracle to boost their faith, however. ©
Their oldest child, Sara, who turns 12 on May 1, had,
‘been diagnosed with cancerat 10 months, and survwedJ
. treatmenit to become a healthy child.-Their middle
= _ - - child, Adair, 9, atage2hadstoppedgammgwe1ghtand :
~ was ill for 1% years until doctors diagnosed celiac dlsease
‘. . an allergy to wheat. -
erLConnor came 0, Leo recalled Apnl 26 ata workshop at St. Louis Church in Pms- -

's. back in the game.” -
3 Finucane spoke about the faxmly s expenence at one of 12 workshops at St. Louls Parxsh’
Oth:anriual. Spirituality I Falre. This year's faire focused on the theme, “Miracles: F'mdmg Awe

ticane said 1 the couple has lediTieda coup1e of 1éssotis: “One, we have 10 give mira-
3 They will happen tous anyway But they re 50 much sweeter if you believe in

: Who beheves
=+ Eighty percent of Americans beheve in rmracles, accordmg toa Gallup Organization
poll from late 1994.
_. But miracles mean different thmgs to dlfferent people In the Rochester Dio-
cese, each time the Catholic Courier asked clergy and lay people at random if they
knew of any miracles, the usual response was, “It depends on what you mean”
. _or “It depends on what kind of miracle.”
" Church teachirig on miracles is chiefly found in First Vatican Council .
(1869-70) pronouricements. But the couricil also did not attempt to de-
fine miracles. It stated: “In order that the ‘service’ of.our faith be ‘in
“accord with reason’ God willed that to the internal helps-of the
Holy Spirit there be joined ext€rnal proofs of His revelation, i.e.,
divine deeds, and prmclpally miracles and prophecies.”
It condemned the opinion that “miracles are impossible,”
and that “miracles can riever be known with certitude nor
serve as valid proof of the divine origin of the Christian re-
ligion,” according to the 1967 New Catholic Encyclo[)edza ‘
- “The council did, however, indicate a miracle is asign,isa .-
transcendent/divine act, and, perhaps of less sxgmficance,
is yondrous. ..
&% The Second Vatican Counatox;ly bnef ly mentloned mir-
acles in the Dogmatic Censtitution on the Church: “The
- miracles of Jesus also: confirm that the kingdom ha.s al-
ady arnved onearth ...”
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mch;dli’tgl“ather Matthew Swiz- ~ i
nvz‘f of Auburn, who conducts bealin &
g@_uht@ ‘In California, he ré
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veral Catholxcs attested'to "%‘




