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Body ofCh 
The bishops of the Chiireh of England 

have given the only major response thus 
far to Pope John Paul II's 1995 encyclical, 
Ut unum sint ("That They AH May Be. 
One"). In that encyclical the pope issued: 
a remarkable, indeed unprecedented, in
vitation to the pastoral leaders and the
ologians of the various separated church
es to suggest ways to improve the manner 
in which the papal office is exercised. 

The bishops concluded their response 
with a reference to one of die most im
portant teachings of the Second Vatican 
Council, namely, that die Body of Christ is 
larger than the Roman Cadiolic Church 
and die churches that are in communion 
with Rome. 

In doing so, die council took a major 
step beyond die teaching of Pope Pius XII 
diat the Cadiolic Church and the Body of 
Christ are "one and the same." The clear 
implication of diat teaching was that non-
Catholic Christian churches are hot in die 
Body of Christ 

Actually the teaching of Pius XII was 
even more restrictive than diat In his 1950 
encyclical, Humani generis, he unwittingly 
limited die Body of Christ to Latin rite, or 
Roman, Catholics: "die Mystical Body of 
Christ and the Roman Cadiolic Church 
are one and the same" (n. 44). Roman 
Cadiolics are inclined to forget diat diere 
are more dian 20 million other Catholics 
who are not Roman Cadiolic. They belong 

all Christian 

to one or anodier non-Roman, non-Latin 
church (for example, dieMaroniteChurch 
or the Greek Cadiolic Church), each of 
which is in communion with die Bishop 
of Rome and is, dierefore, part of the 
Cadiolic communion of churches. 

On die other hand, even diat language 
("Cadiolic communion of churches?) is 
alienating for Anglicans. They, too, em
brace die name Cadiolic, just as Roman 
and Eastern rite Cadiolics do and, diere
fore, are unwilling to concede die name 
Catholic exclusively to die Roman 
Cadiolic Church and die non-Latin 
churches that are in communion with 
Rome. 

The bishops of die Church of England 
insist in tiieir formal response to Utunum 
sint diat they "gladly accept diat diere is 
already a 'real but imperfect' communion 
between Christians and between ecclesial 
communities given in our common bap

tism." This is consistent widi die teaching 
of die Second Vatican Council diat diere 
are "varying degrees" of incorporation in
to the Body of Christ (Decree on Ecu
menism, n. 3). 

In odier words, it is not a matter of all 
or nodiing, as die pre-Vatican II theology 
and papal encyclicals portrayed i t 

At die council, die issue was joined in 
die debate over which verb would be used 
in article 8 of Lumen gentium: die copula
tive verb «£("is") or die more inclusive sub-
sistit in ("subsists in"). 

The choice of subsistit in was indicative 
of die council's refusal simply to reaffirm 
die teaching of Pius XII diat die Catholic 
Church (Roman or odierwise) is identical 
widi die Body of Christ 

For die council, die Body of Christ "sub
sists in" die Cadiolic Church, but is not 
simply coextensive widi it The council's 
teaching constituted a major theological 
shift from exclusiveness to inclusiveness. 
The bishops of die Church of England ap
plaud diat shift because "it reveals an 
openness on die part of the Roman 
Cadiolic Church to the presence of ele
ments of die one, holy, cadiolic and apos
tolic Church outside die bounds of die Ro
man Cadiolic communion." 

But tiien they raise a word of caution. 
The bishops note diat die textual change 
from est to subsistit in "has been interpret
ed in different ways bbdi within die Ro

man Catholic Church and elsewhere, with 
commentators seeing it eidier as an inclu
sive or an exclusive expression. It dierefore 
needs a common agreement between us 
on how it is to be understood." Odierwise, 
they insist, "a major ecumenical obstacle 
remains." 

It is important to point out diat diere 
was no misunderstanding! on die part of 
die council fadiers regarding the signifi
cance of diat change of verbs. The more 
militant- members of the conciliar minori
ty recognized it and fought the change 
strenuously. Most odier members of die 
minority were more realistic, especially 
die curialists and their allies. "After die 
bishops return to dieir dioceses," tiiey said 
to themselves, "we'll put everydiing back 
die way it was." 

That mentality has driven much of die 
reaction to Vatican II over die past diree 
decades: The conciliar minority (and pre
sent day sympathizers) never accepted 
their defeat on issues like this one and 
have worked tirelessly to win back largely 
through administrative means, what was 
lost on vote after vote at die council itself. 

In light of diatreality, die Anglican bish
ops were right to put die question to 
Rome; is die council's original intent still 
valid? Or are we back to Pius XII? 

• • • 
Father McBrien is a professor of theology at 

the University of Notre Dame. 
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COMPANY 

Since 1856 

Monuments, Markers 
and Cemetery Lettering 

. 2301 Dewey Avenue 
(OPPOSITE HOLVSEPULCHRE CEMETERY) 

(716)865-6746 

you 'it Invited To Si Very 
SpetiaCPortrait 'Eventl 
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Tkfujbst Communion" 
On select days throughout April and May, 

Tantalo Photography will be creating 
first communion portraits in our 

newly designed set we've created just for 
first communion portraits. The beauty 

of these portraits will take your breath away! TWTAUD 

QuTToday to 9$savt JburSusionl 
(716) 292-6460 

333 Metro Parte. Suite M-IOI - Rochester. NY 14623 
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Quality Printing? 

Througrfa special arrangement 
between Wayuga Press and the 
Catholic Courier Graphics Depart
ment, you can now get qualify, 
affordable typesetting and printing. 

Give us a call for your next Job! 

COURIER GRAPHICS • 716-320-4340 

WAYUGA PRESS • 315-754-6229 

I REVEREND MOTHER 1 
•MAKES HOUSE CALLS!' 

! fame will deliver Reverend Mother ! 
' to your door (or someone else's). J 

| She'll roast your boss or surprise Granny! | 
| Twill be memorable, that's for sure! | 

I Special Events • Birthdays •Anniversaries • 
I BarMitzvah's-Etc. 1 

! Call 71&442-4363 ! 
I Ask for "Reverend Mother" I 
I J 

OdlUs Children's Theater on Tour 
One BIG Giant! Great BIG 
Feet! This thrilling 
adventure for. all ages 
features the side-spiitting 
humorof a golden egg-
laying chicken, an opera 
star harp and one very 
brave boy! 

Saturday, May 16 
11 a.m.* & 2 p.m. 
General Admission Tickets $8 

Nazareth College 

Box Office: (716) 389-2170 
Groups: (716) 424-2979 

'Interpreted for the Hearing Impaired 

r x A Special Invitation 
to Smokers 50+. • • 

Free Successful Quitting Program 
No Classes or Meetings 
Self-Help Materials Mailed Directly to you 
Hotline support from Ex-smokers 
Get up to $15 for Telephone follow-up interviews 

For more information, return this announcement or call Toll Free: 

Smoking Research Program 1(888)-222-3993 or 1(716)473-3871 
Return this form to: Smoking Research Program, University of Rochester, 
601 Elmwood Avenue, Box 704, Rochester, NY 14642 

Project 5D 

Name. 

Address. 

City, State, ZIP. 

Telephone Number. . County. 

The Callahan Theater. 4245 East Avenue • Rochester. NY 14618-3790 

Projects*) Is open to residents of Cayuga. Chemung. Erie. Genesee, Livingston, Monroe. 
Niagara, Ontario. Orleans, Schuyler. Seneca, Steuben. Wayne, Wyoming, or Yates counties.) CC 


