JUIR! LR

IIII

THURSDAY, APRIL 23 1998 PAGE 3

e —— w - —

P e

“DIOCESAN NEWS

Visiting 51ster advocates for planet

By Kathleen Schwar :
Staff writer -

- BRIGHTON — Sister of Chanty Patila -

Gonzalez bemoans the widening. gap be-
tween the rich and the poor, and the esti-
‘mates that the richest 20 percent of the.

* world (including most of the United States)

" use 83 percent of the world’s resources -
" “The American way of life is an exer-
cise in over-consumption,” she said after a
_fullday workshop Aprxl 18 at the Sisters of
Mercy Motherhouse. “We’d need two ad-
ditional planets if everybody lived like the
United States and Canada. Another way of
putting it, is the planet can’t afford us.”
Sister Gonzalez, an environmentalist
with national recognition for créative en-
ergy solutions, spoke on, “How We: Live
and Act as Citizens of the Earth.” The'talk
was one of several she gives around the
country, most recently in conjunction with
Earth Day, April 23.
-+ Sister Gonzalez, who lives in a chicken
coop she converted into a solar home in
Cincinnati, Ohio, can as easily discuss how

to reduce' meat in one’s diet as she can dis- |

cuss how to install photovoltaic panels in

a building, while explaining the farm

* acreage and eneigy saved, respectively.

At times she seems without mercy whcn_
_ critiquing consumption.

““We drive around in cars, one person
) percar, and now they're geiting bigger and
using more gas,” she said. “If you purchase
amthatgets20mtlestothegallonm-

stead of 40, ywatechoosmgtomaketwnce ,

_ as much global warming.”
While she might make an over-consum-

ing American feel guilty, that isn’t her aim. -

<] absolved them all for guilt,” she said,
waving her arms where 50 Sisters of Mercy

had just sat with her dnd left resolving to |

changeatmgandconsmmnghablts. “You
can’t help born in a rich world. We

have to change the feeling of guilt, which is

paralyzing. ...What you
on responsibility, out of a sense of ethics.”

She urges that instead. of using’ re-
sources and creating waste, people recog--

nize their part in the earth’s ecology and

re-create a “badly-needed sense of awe and

‘reverence” for God’s creation. .

. Why “drag out” Styrofoam and paper
for .coffee and doughnuts after Mass, she
‘asked, when most churches have reusable

. cupsand plates? As for her; she carries her
own mug and cloth napkin to meetings.’

‘Why do people flip on lights as soon as ;
they enter rooms, she asked, no matter '

- how much natural light is available? -
Sister Gonzalez, 65, who holds advanced

degrees in general and cellular physiology

from the Cathohc Umverslty -of America,

do instead is take

- Greg] photographer
’ snmr of Chnrlty Poula Gonzalez, rlght, an educator and onvlronmontallst, enjoys |
a break with Sister Anne Curtis, RSM, duﬂngaworkshopatﬂnSlstersoﬂlorcy

Motherhouse in ‘Brighton April 18.
taught for about 20 years, mostly at the .

College of Mount St. Joseph in Cincinnati.

She also serves-as an energy consultant

‘around and outside the country. “famnor- |

mallyremodehngtheplanet,u'ymgtoget

a larger crew,” she said
" To “remodel the planet, one doesn’t -

have to convert a four-car garage into an
“EarthConinection center — as she did near
‘Mount St. Joseph. The center models re-

soumeefﬁcnencyandxsameeungplaceto 1

e2%

educate and motivate the public to “live

 lightly” on the earth, to conserve and ap-

preciate resources:
The center adopted a miotto fmm Sister
Elizabeth Ann Seton, founder of the Sisters

of Charity: “Live snmply, that others may
- simply live.” .
‘ “Everybody knows our envnronmental .
problems are enormous,” Sister Gonzalez -

said. “But they assume they’re 100 big.”
It is important for peoplé to learn, Sister
Gonulez said, and ‘to_ work - with such

ps as Bread for the World, Food for. |
 the Poor, the Heifer Project International —
which supplies families WIth the beginning -
“ofaherd.

“If you want to start doing something -
about any environmental or justice and

‘Recognizing

" linked to another, she said.

ing political officials, joining boycotts-of

~ workers treated unjustly. Use economical -

lar oven, for example.

" adequately fed, she said. Twelve people can
" be fed off the land it takes.to provide one
-meat-centered diet, she added. -

‘icas vision statement, amended in 1995 to

pmce 1ssue, the most nnportant isto
pick.any one,” she-said. One is naturally

Also; sheadvised: - - . )
* ‘Support ongeing movements by writ-

certain foods and volunteering at a soup -
kitchen or food bank.

-» Eat less meat, adopt a hungry famxly
through the Heifer Project or locally, avoid
products that are over-packagéd, over-pre-
served, out-of-season, and . produced by

cooking — a toaster oven, microwave or so-

_One dollar of every $11 spentatthegm-
cery store goes for packaging, shie said, and
90-95 percent of heat spent simmering food
actually heats the room. By reducing by: 10
percent the meat each person in the Unit-
ed States eats, 100 million people could be -

‘o Growanythmg evemfltszucchxm one -
has to give away. :

Sister Gonzalez’ thlk was one effort to fol- -
low up on theé Sisters of Mercy of the Amer- |

include their intention: to “act in-harmony

and interdependence with all création.™
Sister Anne Curtis, RSM, justice coordi- -

nator for the Mercy Rochester comlnumty,

yeais as a priest. A Rochester nauve, he attended St. Bernard’s Semmary and was
ordained May 6, 1948.

* The Catholic Schools of the Diocese of Rochester held thetr annual Math 24
Benjamin Gardner, St. Charles Borromeo School, fourth grade; Phillip DeLaus,

grade' Lauren Taddeo, Holy Cross School, seventh grade, and Adta Hinds,
Nazareth Middle School, eighth gra de.

~ tent Life Ethic Vita Awards, given in recognition of their activities to promote life:
"Linda Crowe, Corning-Painted -Post’ Catholic Community, Amy and Bob
Dorsche:d, Holy Spirit, Webster; Father James Hewes, Newman Community, State

Roch&ster' and Donald Peters, St. Mary s, Waterloo.

* Msgr. William DuBois, of the Dlocese of St. Petersburg, is celebratmg 50

competmon Apnl 7 at St. Margaret Mary School, Irondequoit. The winners were: -

Nazareth Hall, fifth grade; Laura Holden, St. Charles Borromeo School, sixth. | | help direct their community. Profits from -

* The Diocese of Rochester has announced the winners.of the 1998 Consns- | | "house, will support its projects, she said.

ly inopportune time: On Saturday, April

University College. at Geneseo; Sister Barbara Lum, SS], Corpus Chnsu,' ‘25, the Sisters of Mercy -will hold the an-

$aid, “She really builds a case for what is go- .
ing on with the earth and environment,
ﬁom a scientific and theologlcal pomt of
view." .
She no__ted‘the lo'ml Mercy Sisters have .
an Environmental Study Group to

shirts stating “Have Mercy on the Earth,”
now sold.at the gift shop at the mother-

‘However; Sister Gonzalez” emphasis on
reducing meat consumption came at 2 fair-

nual roast beef supper they ve sponsored
since 1927. .
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MASS BNROLLMBNT CARDS FOR AlL OCCASIONS
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY WITH A REPU‘I’ABI.E
COMPANY IN THE FLOORING BUSINESS FOR 28 YEARS . - -
- OFFERING BY PROSPECTUS-ONLY -
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Distribution
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Sales B -
Local Floor Covering Franchise

Service ) : .
Local Carpet Cleaning Franchise

1-800-6-STELKO -
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