Antzczpatmg a welcome gathermg

The pnests and pastoral administra-
tors of our diecese will be gathering.in
Cormng this afternoon for our annual
convecation. I always look forward to
this event. This year is no exception.

Our gathering theme will be freedom,
and we shall explore:ways in. which we
can grow in freedom as human persons.

-That is a constructive goal, of course.

- Our pastoral leaders make it the more
attractive by relatmg it to their capacity
to serve you in the most fruitful way pos-
Slble

- In other words our hope is that if we
can grow in freedom, we will be better

able to serve your growth toward greater

" Christian maturity and peace of heart.

My tasks are to offer the keynote
address, and to preside and preach at
Wednesday’s concluding prayer service.
During that service, our prlests will
renew their priestly commitments.

Given the theme of our convocation, I
have prepared a talk that:

¢ raises some questions I-hope will

_help us reflect on our growth and quali-
ty of our relationships with one another
and with you;

- ¢ shares some of the pushes and pulls,
i ups and downs I have experienced in

ministry since our last convocation;

* names some circumstances or reali-
ties that can drain our energy~and leave
us unfocused;

¢ raises up other realities and prac-..
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tices that nourish us in ministry; and

¢ makes some suggestions — which:
may not solve all our problems — but
will strengthen us to face them w1r.h
peaceful heart and optimistic spirit.'

Father David Reid, SSCC, former pas-
tor of Ss. Peter and Paul Church, .
Rochester, will be our guest speaker.” .
David is a biblical scholar and a person
of considerable and varied pastoral

2
-

experience. Currently, he serves as a pas-

tor in the Diocese of Fall River,
Massachusetts.

David entitles his talk, “Liberating
Our Gifts to Liberate the Gifts of God’s’

People.” I look forward to hearing him. -
- But' David’s commitment to us does not -

end with his talk. He will engage in con-

versation w1th the assembly followmg h1s
“address. - '

In addition, David will lead our con-
cluding session by reflecting with us on

 the signs of freedom and hope he will

have noted durmg our convocation, expe-
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rience.
Four workshops complete the pro-
gram. They will touch on some impor-

- tant themes: vocation, spirituality of the
- diocesan priest, retirement issues, and -

time and resource management in ser-
vice of mission.
These activities will engage much of

our attention during our stay in

Corning. But our planning committee .

- has tried hard to honor our priests’
- request that ‘the séssion not be all work
and no play.

Our last two convocations presented

- heavy workloads. Partlapants responded :

with great generosnty on both occasions,
but they made it clear that opportunities
to relax and pray together, to renew old

friendships'and begin new ones are very

important values to us all.’

The schedule our committee prepared
indicates to me that they have done an
excellent job of responding to the mput

they received.

By the time you read this, we will have
returned from convocation to daily min-
istry. You can be very sure that.you were
very close to us during our time togeth-

‘er. :
The goodness of people is one of the

great joys of pastoral ministry, so you .

came up a lot in conversation and you '

are always in our prayers. - = - -
Thank you for your lovmg support
hPeace to-all.
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The Monthly Prayer Request For Pnests

- Will you pray for: a pnest each.day?

, THOU ART A

“To live in th® ; !
to be a member of each f:

10] share all sufferings; to pene!

l Prayer Suggestions: Mass, Rosary, Fasting, Day Offering,
Eucharistic Adoration, Offering Suﬁ'enngs, Divine Mercy Chaplet

its pleasufes;
ly, yet belongmg to none;
all secrets; to heal all wounds
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for accéptmg the Gospel challénée \
. to defend all life, wherever it is thr_‘eatene_d.'

- FUNDRAISING

DINNER DANCE

Saturday May 9th, 6:00 PM

'FOUR SEASONS
-SHERATON

- Rochester Riverside

Donations and proceeds .beneﬁt the
“Consistent Life Ethic Grant Fund
which supports parish, school, organization, .
group and agency efforts to defend life. -
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