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| Letters Policy - -
“| - The Catholic. Courier wishes to
- providé'space for readers.throughout

- the dioéese to express opinions on all
.| sides of the issues. We welcome  orig- |
nal, signed letters about current. 1ssues‘

. affecting.church life.

Althongh we cannot piiblish every ’

letter we receive, we se€k, insofar as

possible, to provide a balanced repre-... '

sentation of expressed opmlons anda

 lication based on likely reader intérest,
.- timeliness and a serise of fair play. Our
discerning readers may determine

- whether to agree or disagree with the
- letter writers’ opinions,

Letters must not exceed 500 words.
- Anonymous letters and the use of -

- pseudonyms are unacceptable. We re-
serve the right to-edit letters for legal

and other concérns. With respect to- |-
‘errors in submitted text, we w11| cor- .

rect spelling only.

""" Mail letters to: Cathohc Couner,.

P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, N.Y.

' 14624. Please include your full name;
_phone number and comp]ete address

for purposes of venf' (ntton.

. Totheedltors":. . :
"~ Mightyou tolerate another letter on the '

“subject of meatless Fridays? Mrs. Harsh-
barger, whose letter appeared March 12;

has been subsequently attacked by writers
March 19 and April 2. I applaud Rose for

speakmg against a man-made rule that |-

her critics have seemingly accepted with-

- out question. I called a priest, well edu-

cated in theology, traditionalism, and his-
tory; to inquire -about the doctrine. He

confirmed Rose’s statement about the ori: |

gin of fish belng ameans to supporta fail-
ing industry in vtllages in Greece and
Ialy. However, some writers expressed a

belief that one made 2 personal sacrifice | |

FOR God, in remembrance of His death
on Friday. The idea is blasphemous! ..

Tam not down playing the s1gmﬁcant:e (

of my Savior’s death on the cross. He paid
a debt He did not owe, for me — — because

I owe adebt I could never repay. Butjesus :

.also gave us His victory over death in His

- resurrection Easter Sunday — He lives!

. Therefore St. Paul wrote Romans (12:1)

" “I'beseech you therefore, brethren; by the |
mercies of God, that you present your -
‘bodies a hvmg sacrifice, holy, acceptable .

¢

to God, which is your reasonable service.”

|  Jesusnever asked anyone to give yp meat, g1

or anything for one day or 40. He wants

" you: “And yeu, shall love the Lord your

God with all your heirt, with all your soul, -
with all Yyour mind, and with ‘all your

strength.” (Mark 12:30): Every day of the

- year! If He indeed had | your heart, soul,

mmd ‘and strength - your reasonable

_ of novalue as Colossians 2:20-23 states.

| WHATEVER YOU PO
FORTHE LEASTOF
MY BROTHERS...

service,” these man-miade rules would be

Paul also warned Timothy (1 Tim. 4:1-

4) about these “latter times (3) forbidding |

to marry, and commanding to abstain

from foods which God créated t0 be ie- -
" ceived with thanksgiving by those who be-

lieve and know the truth. For every crea-
ture of God is good, and nothing is to be
refused if it is received with thanksgiving.”
People can eat worms if they-so choose.
Rather than making sarcastic remarks
about Rose’s accurate statements, and ral- -
lymg for everybody to send her their
-“meatless recipes” perhaps all would con-
sider, What would Jesus do? Ephesians

- 415 says to.speak the truth in love. The -

truth is “We ought to obey God rather

~ than men” (Acts 5:20).

“Every word of God is pure”™ (Proverbs

" | 80:5). “The grass withers, the flower

fades, but the word of our God stands for- -
ever” (Isaiah 40:8). Jesus said,. ‘If you
abide in My word, you are My disciples in-
deed, and you shall know the truth, and

 thé truth shall make you free” (john 8:31-

32). :
My prayer for all who read this is , that

' the Holy Spirit give you understanding.

Proverbs 3:5-6: Trust in the LORD with all -
your heart, and lean not on your own un- .
derstanding; in all your ways acknowledge
Him, d He shall direct your paths.
: - . Sarah F. Nichols
- Pleasant Avenue, Rochester
EDITi ORS * NOTE: We have published sev--
eral létters on abstaining from meat and con-
szderthe topic closed for the time bemg .

‘How do-we handle touchy subject3

" To the edttors.
I'm really confused “about 2. non-r

Catholic receiving Holy Communion, as

was the case of President Clinton and .
- President Reagan and Nancy Reagan did

“in Washmgton]une 1983. I'm sure many,

- of uswould not know how to handle this
. subject —to tell a friend or close relative.

variety of reflections on life in the | .= durmg Conimunion {o sit down you can:

: church. We will choose letters for pub-

‘not receive- €ommunion. If you attend a

- non-Cathélic church, everyone receives.
’ .COmmunion. I’m sure there are many.-

Saddened by confusmg Joumahsm

To the edrtors. .
I am saddened that the article under
World & Nation News, in the April 2

Catholic Courier was printed when other

more important happenings could have

- ‘been chosen. Of course, Father Makobane

was correct and gracious! -

This type-of journalism can be confus-
ing to people who do not have complete -
" knowledge of another cuiture. Also, how |

knowledgeable are we of President Clm~
ton’s 1ntentlons? :

- other Catholics who feel the same as | do

" cussed in the Catechism of the Catholic

" 844 of The Code.of Canon Law. The issue

| Was it Chrlst S w1sh>
To the editors: -

- ed to be rec=ived by President Clmton in
Soweto?
- Marie Loulse Sl:elly

Where do we draw the line? Do we have :

access to Catholic Church laws to gmde
us? .

James G DelVecchio

Shawnee Drive, Rochester

' EDITORS’ NOTE: Intercommuinion is dis-

Churich (paragraphs 1398:1401) and canon

was also.addressed.in the Courier (“Fallacies
distort eucharistic b‘elieﬁ, ” july 10, 1 99_7).

"Miss Helen Shultz
~ Main Street, Newﬁeld

Isn't it possible that Christ really want-

Howard Avenue, Holcomb’

‘Clinton photo, artlcle attracted mterest

Photo spoke . -

of hospltahty,

article spoke
of exclusmn

) To the edltors.

~Thank-you so much for the beauuful :

{ -picture-image of-GOD’S OWN HOSPI-
. TALITY published ori page 5 of the April
| 2 edition of the Catholic Courier as de-
"~ picted in the photo of President Clinton

receiving Communion - from Father

" Mohlomii Makobane at the Regind Mundi
|. Catholic Church in Soweto on March 29.

When I turned to page 5 while reading
the Courier my eyés immediately céritered
on that photo before ever reading any of _
'the prmted words, above,- below .and
around it, and I was awestruck atr*1ts .
poignant beauty! : e
Joyleaped within my heart and tearsof

" gladness seeped -from.my: eye.s as Lpen-

-dered the unseen communrcat:o‘ﬁ dawn-

| -ing within me. Truly we walk by Taitiand

R R R

notby sight.”  --
-So caught up inits transcendent beaii-

. ty.was I, that I must confessT Was*ﬁernbly; :

shocked and dlsappomted wherrkbegan
to read'the accompanying épnnt that
the focus had to be on r@ees and éxclu®
siveness over relationship and rncluslve-

- ness as sisters and brothers in'the Tord., ~
Since none of us are ablé to read the con-

- tents of Mr. Clinton’s heart/ conscience,

_ none of us know what beliefs or desrre

- dwell within it.-

My heart went out to Father Makobane '
also It certamly had to'have been a tough
spot to be in; but it seems like he went
trusttng in the Holy Spmt, not the critical

- one. I applaud and rejoice in his Spirit--

filled, decisive actions, man of God that -

| he is. “Whoever is without sin may cast

the ﬁrst stone.”
Patrrcxa Federowicz
Clover Road
Apalachin
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