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Poher church leaders laud Irish peace a, 
By Christena Colclougfa 
Catholic News Service 

BELFAST, Northern Ireland - Church 
leaders across Northern Ireland wet 
corned the peace' settlement brokered 
April 10 by politicians. 

Pope John Paul II also welcomed the 
agreement and asked for prayers that the 
people of the region, would' have the 
courage to make peace a reality. 

Archbishop Sean Brady, primate of all 
Ireland, commended politicians' efforts 
to work out a settlement to end Northern 
Ireland's 27-year civil conflict and asked 
people to consider the agreement care­
fully: 

"It is my hope that an agreement will 
lead the way to the future*" he said, ask­
ing people to "see the positive and see the 
advantages and see what is in it for our 
neighbors as well as for ourselves;" 

In a statement issued Good Friday, 
April 10, the archbishop said he hoped 
the agreement would "lead the way to an 
Ireland where, people grow and respect 
each otiier and learn to trust each other 
despite their differences." 

"Only a limited number was involved 
in the peace talks; all of us now must be 
participants in the work of reconciliation, 
of building trust and healing the hurts," 
he said. 

Other ehurch.leaders added their voice 
of support to the peace settlement but 
recognized that difficulties lay ahead. 
Archbishop Robin Eames, Anglican pri­
mate of the Irish Republic and Nordiern 
Ireland, said that in order for the settle­
ment to come to fruition, "we have to say 
that we are prepared to take a step of 
faith," 

At Castel Gandolfo, the papal summer 
residence south of Rome, Pope John Paul 

Hwitera/CNS 
Wives of loyalist prisoners rally outside Ulster Unionist Party offices in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, April 11 in support of a Northern Ireland treaty hammered out. 
by Irish and British, loyalist and nationalist leaders April 10. 

told visitors April 13 to "give thanks to 
God for the positive results reached a few 
days ago in Northern Ireland." 

The pope said the agreement would al­
low "the dear and so harshly tried popu­
lations" of the island "to look to the fu­
ture with greater trust." 

"We pray to die Lord diat each person, 
listening to his or her own conscience, 
will have the courage to make responsible 
and concrete gestures diat will allow all 
to walk together along die padi of peace, 
preventing anything which could lead 
again to hatred and violence," the pope 
s a i d . '• • ' • 

The peace agreement accepted April 

10 by the governments of the Irish Re­
public and Great Britain and die political 
parties of Northern Ireland was reached 
after a marathon negotiating session in 
Belfast. The agreement will be put to vot­
ers in the Irish Republic and Northern 
Ireland in May. 

It includes establishment of anew 108-
seat Northern Ireland assembly, a North-
South ministerial council and a British-
Irish council, as well as constitutional 
changes in Britain and die Irish Republic. 
It also includes a review of die criminal jus-
dee system in Nordiern Ireland, decom­
missioning of paramilitary weapons and 
'uierearly release of polidcal prisoners. 

Former U.S. Sen. George Mitchell me­
diated the peace talks. More than 3,300 
people have died during the course of 
Northern Ireland's conflict. 

Some politicians, who refused to attend 
talks, were expected to campaign for 
Northern Ireland's electorate to reject die 
agreement 

Preaching from the pulpit on Easter 
Sunday, die Rev. Ian Paisley, a Free Pres­
byterian pastor and leader, of the Democ­
ratic Unionist Party, warned parishioners 
against the agreement, which he said 
would distance Northern Ireland from 
Britain and push die province to a united 
and predominandy Cadiolic Ireland. 

"Our land is in turmoil and crisis. We 
are going to be fed lies from now until die 
referendum by politicians," he said. "But, 
our enemies do not know that we have a 
secret weapon, and that weapon is trudi." 

Msgn Denis Faul, a prominent Nordi­
ern Ireland peace campaigner in Dun-
gannon, said die setdement was die first 
step along die road to peace but cau­
tioned that without support from every 
section of the community, the agreement 
would fail. 

"The settlement offers a new begin­
ning, a.new setting off point, and we 
should all be working very hard for this 
opportunity to build the peace," he said, 
warning that "blood oh the street can 
wreck any political setdement" 

Fatiier Brian McCann of St. Bernadette 
Church, Belfast, said his parishioners 
were cautious about voicing optimism but 
"behind apprehension, there is a solid 
foundation for hope and anticipation." 

Another parish priest from St. 
Bernadette's, Fatiier Fred McSorley, said 
diat "it might take' time to change hard­
ened attitudes, but now we have diat op­
portunity." 
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N o Entrance Fee Required. Call Today! 

"We Fell in L 
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« m he French call it foie de vivre, or love of life. 

' That ability to approach life joyfully ana fully 

appreciate all that each day has to offer. Every day, 

residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester's newest ana 

finest rental retirement, community, are finding the 

joy of retirement living, Once you've experienced 

life at Chapel Oaks, you may find yourself falling 

in love with the true joy of living all over again. 

< E-rall in love with the tradition of St. Ann's of 

" Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 125 years 

has provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling* 

retirement lifestyle. The location of being perfectly 

situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres of the 

S t Arm's campus arid just minutes away from 

Rochester's finest shopping, entertainment and 

cultural activities. Th e independence to continue 

an active lifestyle without routine maintenance and 

• tiresome daily chores'. The value of a rental concept 

with rib entrance fee, which makes Chapel Oaks 

Rochester s rflostaffordahle retirement living 

option. The convenience or exceptional services and 

amenities, and the spacious one^ and two-bedroom' 

ove wi 
ii 

apartment homes. Or, fall in love with the security 

and peace of mind mat comes from having priority 

access toafull continuum of health care services 

right on. the S t Ann's campus. i 

C ^ r e t i r e m e n t is your time to seize the day dnd 

* y enjoy life to its fullest; to experience your 

"joie de vivre." P l ea se cal l (716) 3 4 2 - 3 0 5 2 -

fo r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n a t o u t C h a p e l O a k s 

o r t o a r r a n g e y o u r p e r s o n a l t ou r . O n c e 

y o u see a l l t h a t we n a v e t o offer, y o u m a y 

j u s t r i n d yourse l f f a l l i n g i n love w i t h t h e 

t r u e joy of l i v i n g a l l ove r a g a i n ! 

A G R O W I N G T R A D I T I O N . 

1550 Portland Avenue Rochester, NY 14621 • 

(716)342-3052 

An affiliate of St Ann's of Greater Rochester, Inc. ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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