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"By ]OE SARNICOLA

“Jesus is dead,” Mary of Magdala "

thought as she sat up in her bed. The
sun had not yet climbed the Eastern sky

- -and the chill of night clung to the dark- .-

ness of the room. “I must go to his grave
and pray for him.”

Mary dressed and hurried off toward.
the tomb in which Jesus had been

sealed. It had been a gift of Joseph of "

Arimathea, a2 member of the Sanhedrin
who had asked Pilate to let the body of
Jesus be buried there. . . -

'Mary reached the tomb. while it was.

stlll dark, but it was not too dark for her :
to see what she did. The enormous

stone, which had taken several soldiers
to move to seal the entrance of -the

. tomb, had been moved again..

“And the tomb was empty.

Mary screamed and ran back into the
town and banged on the door where Pe-
ter, a close friend of Jesus, was staying.

“Who is there?” Peter called from be-

hind the door.
“Peter, it is Mary of Magdala. They

’ have taken our Lord!”

Peter opened the*door and Mary re-

" counted what she had found. Peter im-

mediately went with ‘another dlsmple,
John, to the site of the tomb. Peter and.
John went inside and found the tomb
was empty. Only the burial cloths that
- had:covered Jesus remained.

Mary could not bring herself to go in.

.sobbing

"and saw a stranger.

She stayed outside;. |
into her
robes. " :

“Woman, why are
you crying?” a .voice

asked.
‘Mary lo_oked_ up

“Someone has tak- - §
en my Lord,” she
said. S

*“I.am here, Mary,”
the stranger replied.

When Mary -
looked at hxm, she
saw that he was Jesus.
He was alive.

. She went to the en-
trance of the tomb to
call Peter and John:
When they came out Jesus had gone.

Later that same night, Peter and John
were with. the disciples in a locked
room. They were afraid the authorities
would arrest them for bemg followers
of Jesus.

Suddenly Jesus was in the room w1th :

them. _ ‘
. “Peace be upon each of you,” he said.
Jesus spent the evening with. his
friends, then left.

Thomas arrived after Jesus had gone. ‘

He did not believe that Jesus had been

- there.’

“Unless I see him for myself and see
his wounds ’ he said, “I just will not be

- what would you say?
Send your essay —

You can win @ $50 savmgs bond by writing an essay (100 or
fewer words) answering this question:
" If you were telling a friend what kind of a person ]esus m,'

including name, home address, telephone

.. number, school and grade — to Catholic Courier, P.O. Box

& 24379, Rochester, N.Y. 14624. Deadline for entries is April 16,
1998. The winner will be notified by phone and receive the sav-

ings bond by mail. In addition, the winner’s essay will be pub-

lished in an upcoming issue-of Kids’ Chronicle. =

. Last month’s winner was Angelo Joseph Pmngmcomo a
sixth:grade student at Mother of Sorrows School, Greece. In re-

‘able to believe it was Jesus.”
~ A week later, Jesus appeared in the

‘there.

~ “See the nail marks in my hands and

" Thomas could say.

- 2. What did Thomas need to do in or-

1 thmg I admire about St. Joseph is he stayed with Mary no. matter what happened.

_sponse to. the question, Many people adopt or are named after a patron saint. Who-
. is your patron. salnt, and what do you admn'e about that saint? he wrote: '

The patron saini who I am named after is St. Joseph, the husband of Mary The

" He stood by his_family loving them, protecting them, and provrdmg for them.
1 was named after St. Joseph because my father’s name is Joseph. When | grow
up, 1 plan to stick with my famlly as _[oseph dld wnh Mary and jesus

-
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room again. This time, Thomas was .
“Touch me, Thomas,” Jesus said..

feet, the stab mark from the spear.”
“My Lord and my God,” was all’

Q&A
READ MORE ABOUT'IT -
John 20

I .Why did the disciples lock the door to
their room?

der to believe?

Using your dictionary or class textbook as a guide, match the following
terms with their correct definitions. Answers on page 4.

‘1. CANON _
2. CATECHISM _
3. MARTYR __

i 4. COMMUNION ___
5|5 LENT __

k6. HOLY ORDERS _
| 7. BBLE

a. collection of the sacred ‘books of Jews
and Christians '

b. the sacrament .tha‘r makes one a priest
or deacon-

c.-a church law or rule
d.a method of teaching about our falth .
e. a person who died for his or her faith”

“f. the body and blood of Christ
g- the 40 days before Easter
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