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Letters Policy 
The Catholic Courier wishes to 

provide space for readers throughout 
the diocese to express opinions on all ' ' 
sides of die issues.. We welcome brigi: : 
rial, sjgned letters about current issues , 
affecting church l i fe . ; . . . . . }. 

.-.•". AluHpugh wecannotpublishevery 
letter we receive, we seek, insofar as 
possible;tp proyideabilahcedrepre-; 

~ sentationof expressedopinions and a 
:• *•• variety, of reflections on life in die ' 

-.chAu^^V)eii/i]l:c1iQb^let^^pu1>:: 

- licatibn-basetfonlife^ : 
timeliness arid asensepffair play>-pur:. 

: discerning readers:may determine 
. whether to agree or disagreewitii die.... 

. letter writers'opinions. , , . 
Letters must not exceed 500 words.; 

An<>i^ous..lietters''ahd-.di6..:uM'b^-;; 

pseudonymsare unacceptable. Were? 
'serifr.ther^t.toedltlet^ifoplegpl'':'. 

, a h d other eoBcernsi-Widii respect to'; 
. errors in submitted: text we will cor­
rect spelling only. 

Mail letters to: Cadiolic Courier, 
P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, N.Y. 
14624. Please include your full name, 
phone number and cpmpk^address , 
for purposes of verification. 

To the editors: 
.'. I would like torespond toj^hereMnt lelr: 
. ter by a woman named Rose, such a pret­
ty name, concerning die discussion about 
die impracdcal idea of "meatless" Fridays, 

.if that-should be. reeoriimended: by bur 
.Diocese;I;find;it no big deal, no real hard­
ship, eyen Uiough I like good food! Friday 

• "nieaidess" does hot only^sug^stfishias 
an alternate! In diis day and age, every? 
one is aware of die thousands of recipes 
using: eggs, cheese, pasta, soup and a sal­
ad, or combinations of just vegetables. 
This lady says diat she would rattier, eat 
worms dia^ tuna. Now uWere'ssoniediing 
to think ab^tEJoes Rose know diat some 
people dp- eatwbrins? Starvirigvypuhg; 
people, I am sure, would welcome even 
peanut butter and jelly. For riiyself, I can-
hot find fault with making a "small" sac­
rifice one day a week, while some people: 
have no food at all, and while some must 
eat from garbage cans. Even with resent­
ment, sacrifice is good for the soul. 

In cbncliision, this lady said she wpUld 
rather read a few pages;6f; the Bible. ;ln 
reply, maybe she could read more than a 

.'j^pages,\t^;mafhefvfariuTy"cou1d'^henei': 

fit frdrii Her good example: ,;; 
J'lhlnfc.itf'yil6^ild-bVa.Mend^;U% .̂to:dp;." 

•if all of us Would serid.Rbse softieof our 
delicious "meadess" recipes. How about 
it everyone? We wishiher well!'•["•: \ 

*-'.'"'. M ^ B i y r i t s c h 

Rochester. 

S&rffifiemm a A^feaot eiipy^i 
Tp the editors:. . 

About meadess Fridays, how'aboutpeoe:: 
pie who nevereat meat pr eat meat prilyl. 
once ortwice aweekfor ecpnomyjsafe? I 
Jielieveuiat people can make a worthy sac­
rifice byexercising controloverdie quan­
tity: at each meal; or hot eating: between 
meals. Anyway,' weekly sacrifice isMnsuf-
.ficierit. Our sacrifices, prayers" and all 

work should be offered to God daily- •;'" 
•; Ako, we should pray;especiallyfbr the 

'youth"Of America that they will, practice 
abstinence and learn }o respect life from 
die womb to whenever pur;Creator wills-
to separate sbuiffom.body. ; 

Joseph E. Judge 
CrowHiUOffiriye 

•"'•.:."'• Penrifon 

Btep^ap S^II|IDII is (DK i?r Wm 
To the editors: .;.' 

After'riradingFadierRichardMcBrieh's 
cplumri bn foreign; priests (March"l2)t 

jtherewere bhlytwo^ of his dioughts I could 
agree witii. Celibacy is impacting the num­
ber of vocations — always has — arid for­
eign priests would be a stop-gap solution. 
. The single most significant reason for die 
decline in diis country's vocations has been 
society's social/moral decline. Unfortu-
nately, many Catholics have been following 

: die same padi. Our church has too often 
n^chajleriged:diese\vayward.bredi ; 
v There are miny like Father McBrieh' 
wlip have their own agenda, and are ste 
credy delighting in pur current crisis.. 

Bririgingin.foreign pfiestsiwould only de­
lay or derail; their progressive plans — 
married".'clergy and priestesses. 

Gpntr,ary fo Father McBrien's asser-, 
tibri; tills eouhtry is becoming a mission 
country. If our sacramental needs are to 
be met, we will need foreign missionary 

^priests to administer them. I feel fortu­
nate diat there are priests able and willing 
..tohelpus.in.bur=ti.meof;iieed. 
-: Being paT^bfthe^niversai church, pur 

. beliefs and. truths transcend cultures. 
Priests, regardless of culture, are an inter 
gral part of pur Roman Catholic heritage. 

,• v - . - . Stephen J. Fisher 
Honebye Falls, via e-mail 

mom 
To the editors: : . 

. I. would like to share, widi the Courier'^ 
readers a sensa­
tion that pverr 
whelmed me as 
Ijentered church 
last Sunday. : 

. I. saw -ail'my-. 
felloW 

l>dn*t judg^ ̂ ^s^pers L^ 
• To the editors: "•'"-..- • 

Recently I attended a parish function 
where another person made:'a' remark I 
found offensive. The comment was about 
how;peppledress for jchurch aridmat we 
all ought to. be dressedup and^ notwear; 
jeans.- .'-•..•--_.'•.''"'-'..•-...' :^::-Xi.-: 

My parents taught me many valuable 
things, hut̂  three that pertain to church 
and tins letter are: l)'Present your best t o ' 
God, 2) God is' more concerned about 
what is in our hearts dian what is on die 
outside, 3) "If you want to avoid judgment, 
stop passingjudgriient'' (Matdiew7:1). 

A short time ago a situation developed 
where I could no longer wear my "Sunday 
best": mv next best outfit haooens to be 

: jeans, So I aril; faced with the question, 
"Dp I s l^home tbavoidjudgriientby die 
self-appointed clothing police or dp I air 
tend Mass in my jeJans?" I suppose the 

. riiprie; important question would. be, 
-."What wpuldJesusadviseme to do?".:'-;'.' 

5Ma^hjnSiriith 
Countŷ ^̂ ^̂  

ibners ih;theif pews, but I also felt, the 
closeness Of previous parishioners who 
now rest i n Christ. j . 

In addition I sensed ihe'church filled 
widi angels, offering their praises, to God. • 
together widi die people and saints.. 

I have always joined my prayers at Sun-
Mass to the prayers Of fellow 

Catholics throughput the.world who are 
also participating in the Sunday liturgy, 
and f have always.;felt great kinship widi 
missionaries offering masses in remote ar­
eas, but neyer before have I felt niyjown 
church so full pf spiritual beings sharing 
â̂  oneness widi all the mortals present 

At funerals wehear that though people 
have died they are still with us, so when 
we go to Mass let usjoin with all ihe,"ati-
gels and saints" in a conscious way and 
.brulyackhowledge their presence at the. 
- Lbrd's Supper with us, • •..;.. ,j -'. 

Our community of believers encom-. 
passes' iriore.than riieets the'eye..God's 
family, ourispiritual family, surrounds us 
andsupports us on our journey to the Fa-. 
t h e r . 'rv;";'•_.•"-";-•;. *-: •...'-:- '.. .;'/ •'";.. 

Bernadine Moles 
. County Road 28, Shortsville 

Send your letters by e-mail — using the form at 
btt(V/www.caLhcdica)ui^ 

^prxiirecuy to cathcour@frontKrneLnet! 

http://www.caLhcdica)ui%5e

