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is the more water, the. better'

o 'e*ve' fit means the newly bapttzed drip

" . waterin'the church, diocesan officials said..
o4 “Oneof thethmgs weare: learnirig s we - |-
- have kept our sacramental experience véry-

- veryneat, saldjoan Wotkmaster, the Dio-. |
.z CESe of Rochesters dxrector -of hturgy “It. 3
T doesn’t really speakto us of the struggles *|
-. 1.\ [ being a“Christian. i§ all: about. So some T

'-'A..‘-largenessofthesymbolsmgood s
- -’ Qlder parishioners: -may have: “the whole 2

 business. ‘of ‘original- sin” still ‘on’ th

" ""_'mmds andbaptlsmxsstlllthecleansmgof._

_’sin; she said: But for the:more recently-bap-
tized;“the understandmg thatbaptism.isa

. means ofdymg and rising: with:Christand - |
.. being ‘incorporated: into’ the body of o
- Fhomas Erdle tofally. submerges adults;
_The pnest«careﬁllly ‘helps-theperson’ledn .

; Christ; is most important.” .

. Workmaster said probablyall churchesi: .
‘wilk eventually have permanent fonts, that . [
. .can accommodatean adult,, enabhng them . |- -

“tofollow; the interitions.of the Second Vat:. |

" icinCounicil However; because of so many
- other. post-Vatlcan n changes, she’ noted,

-churches are_just getting around to. in- :

Do ,Alarger baptxsmal fonts
Tradmon restored

) At the dxrectlonof the Vatxmnll the mx-‘
... " tiation® nghts were revised to ‘clarify their-- |-

: ‘purpose, resulting in the 1969 Rite: of Bap-. -
nsm of Chlldren and the 1972 the of

- Aremforced that préference, he said.

"+ Immersion was:the, main-mode of bap—: '
- fismi throughiout church hlstory, atJeastin .|~
its first.thousand yeafs'— in-rivers, later in .|

" thie forit to; a place io change m a reverent;
s ‘way?” ,
s When it comes to: baptlsms, however

S As for the meamng of bapttsm, Father :

B ‘_ " Kennedy said; “Fhe’ emphasis of post- -Vati-. |
*_{. can Il is much-more‘on the substance of -
" .x;,_‘.:-what baptisin is going to-mean:ini yourfu-_— |
ittxrehfe,howamlgomgto live the life from .
' Hiere ori out as.a Christianbeliever. .. It still |
+- .'forngessms 1t’s two sides:of the same coin.”™
", - “Christ ‘went down: hxmselfmto the 'was -
' ‘térs of the:Jordan and was baptrzed and |-
-:came;up, and-the I—Ioly Spirit came upon. {. -
“him and his mission was confirmed by.the |
- voice of .God- from." heaven, -Father -
Kennedy ‘'said. However, Bible acéounts -

"don t detail the. tethod of the baptism. -

. over the person’s head: .

back urider the water after entering it. .~

new fonts;:

tism; ' Diocesan - Buildifig - Commission.

' '_'guxdelmes, which follow.thie Environment |
- and’ Art in; Catholic. Worshlp document
USS. bishops.approvéd in, 1978, state-that -

“Jt-is the; EXPECI’ATION of this dxocese

i ofbapt:sm,whlchlswater Andmorewater
~is‘better than less; water. To move from:a .

- and I probablyhad, to ... the riore: :symbol-

hfe of Christand the theology: thatbaptism T
- is ‘the’ sacrament: by which we -die’ w1th
. Christ and. rise; the greater amount of wa .

- the entrance of the church, Sister Martm
- said; to: emphasxze baptism js.an entry. rite.”
-| -and to reserve special promiiience for: the
_ Today at” St." Elizabéth " Ann. Seton. | T
?‘.Church in, Hamhn Father William: Amaznn
-walks right into the font with a-baptismal |
-candidate.’ Usmg a pxtcher, he pours water .

- - Most adults choose bathsm byi unmer- gl
sion, and about’ 70 to 75 percent-of the -
“parish’s babies. also are. baptlzed by im-
- 'Ametslon, FitherAmannsaid.

CACSE ‘Mark’s Church Greece, Father {7 uins.

| | ‘bowls,” wading pools, horse troughs, and
1 in some parts of the country, large aquan- )

_ trough was renovated in 1996, specifical-- |
| . ly toinstall the permanent granite font. Fa-
T “We: certamly explain to adults how we |,
|- are.going to go:about it,” Father Erdle said..
 “We- take: for granted they will bé im- |
" imersed. If there'is any’ objection, I ‘would' . :
. use pouring of water over their heads.”

- -of the church s baptlsms now are by im:

+|. -aboutit;but it hasteally sold itself;” hie said. -
|- Hetakes*“ unmersxon tomeanstotalun- +
it mersron he sald

“ Babies; 100, can be submerged, he saxd, I
‘because the smaller basin-of the twolevel .
font'has about 1% feet of water, but parerits..
‘asually- choose to have their babies held: |
: ~whilewatgr is poured over -the: bables h&ds

.'_ 'Fonts allow optlon -
o Baptlsm by immiersion is an. optmn, not 1
. | areqmrement, in most panshes that have 1
as the-first: and theiefore. the preferred; L

... formofthe sacrament,” he noted: The S -
:* National Statutes on- the Catechumenate |

-$acrament in the. Chnstlan journey; and is
. symbohcally expressed more. beauufully

. and fullyin immersion.”

-| member of the commumty,
| into- ‘applause.’

- in St Louis’ fonththwateruptohmshwl—

+ To. accommodate the new rites of bap- { dersand: havmg ‘water. poured over him.

- to the: changlng room; thie:old. baptutery
. ‘room;,hesaid, “Gee whiz, tlusnsarehgxous
" service, and that's. ummportant, that you

-mifimal baptlsm, the lund of baptlsm you
represematmn oﬁbemg immersed inthe |

tershows that.”
““The “font, which can. cost $15 000-

$35:000 to-install, shoild be placed near .

altar ambo (pulpit) and chair. 4
“The.placément, shesaid, “is.a greater .
fi ight than whether or not to have a font.- -
People think it means you aren’t, gomg to
see.it; they want it néar the altar™
_Chiirches-. without permanent larger
fonts ‘have reported using hot tubs, “salad

St Loms, wluch had used a horse

_ther Schwartz-estimated 70 to. 80 percent

memon
“'I’here was consnderable -anxiousness .

_“I've:become a firm believer.in it,” he-
sald ~“Thete’s-no sense in bemg stingy .
about the water: ... Its a pretty important .

whenhe presents the newest
ple break

Tothxsday

" Stephen. Moms, 63, who converted to -
Cathohcrsm last year, remembers sitting

' “It-was veryimportant to me,” he saxd.
Although he nay havedripped on the way -

preachedaboutthesaa'ament.Byth_etJme S
hewasdonewrtlthlsralk,Yervasrwassay- R
_ing, "It’s such'a powerful sacrament;’ 1" . -
. thought’ holy shmoley, we've; got toido L -
“more than what we called “the. budbath SIRNE
Thecommltteedrew17panshtonersm- AR
cludmg -engjineérs, architect Kathleen .
- Williams +-who: eventuallydrewsome 100. .-
' sketches:and.a dozen miore formal draw- - " - |
- -ings — andCass a tramednegotlatorwho":ﬂ.' S
- “served'as o
.| Their process would take some:: 15 e
months, 50 hours.in: 25 meetmgs, afew" ~
““field trips, and construction of three fulk” - -
" size cardboard mockups adults tried.out. . . -
- Eventually they reached consensus-on -~ """
~ two-level, Celtic cross-shaped font w1th \' L

flowmg water,. -
~-Opinions had vaned ‘widely.

‘Rocco Yervasi said a friend of: hls conr ; _ ) _
|- "mented, “You really want to dunk ‘em?-

+ Take “em to the river.”

~“We-ll- wanted: this.to happen, We au*'fiff -
t Justhadtohaveumetohstentomhoth-"- R
'~ er,” Cdss said, adding that each member - - : ]

. submitted-drawings-of the ideal font; no

N niatter how wild or subdued.

Comnuttee members .are-so, excnted

-about their forit; they wish they coyld ex.{_ S

perience it, Eva said.. .

- However, as Father. Kennedy pOmted e
O“t’ baptism “happens only once in-a per--

-son’s life:”

- ‘Today thé only nme a person nught bei _,..‘"'-__‘ ©

rebaptxzed isin the event the original bap-

‘tism-can’t be proven;_he said. The church o

 accepts: many non-Catholic baptisms-as

- valid, done with water and-a-Trinitarian .:V - .
formula, including. those by ‘mainline.. " -~ |
Protestantchurches,AssemblyofGodandv S

* :Adventists:-

‘ “Someptettydlfficultxbamers between B
churches have-existed. partly: becauseof . ¢
baptlsm, according to’the:Rey. Dwight . . -
- Cook, adjunct - professor at Colgate - = - E7 |-
. Rochester Divinity School:and pastor of . =~ § ..

“"Mount Olivet Baptist, Chiurch; Rochiester,
. The Greater Rochester Commum of
Churches may:soon begm issuing:cer

~cation for baptisms sanctioned by mostde- " o

. baptisteries built in the cataconibs andaf - ‘.."-that a-NEW: [of: RENOVATED] worshlp 1+ were. dnppmg AR " -pominations., he said: “It'is a- greateffort’ : ~ |a
" "tef the fourth century, in larger: bathstnes | . space-would include.... (a) permanent b ; ’ *'to kind. of bndge the gap that really.has. -~ - - §
‘}s_'m churches 1o accommoadgte the twice:- u-?tgmal font, mth flowmpge water, larage ;_‘One church 8. transmon beenachasm mmuch g?rehgrous hfe, he-’; BN }
_--.yearly administration: of baptxsm, accord- - enough for i immersion.of an‘infant and at | .. Although it has’ taken 15 months of csaid., oo L i
_Cing tor ‘historians. Sprmklmg may have: | least pattial immersion of an adule® |- plannmg, by Easter’ Vigil, Holy Trinity " | - “Baptlsm is, supposed 0 bnng us- to- L
o *emerged to baptize ill :dying: people .- “We had a little resistance,” acknowl: | Churchi in Webster hopes to have installed - gether as the body of ‘Christ. All of us -
. The word “baptize” itself comes from .| *edged Sister Estelle Martin, RSM; of the.. | 'its. permanent baptismal font. - - oughtto be: ‘ableto embrace and acceptit, - -4
-the-Greek word for-“dipping or plunging | “cominission and chair of the Environment.'| - It is:the biggest change i the churchs whatever it may be,” Rev. Cook said:~ - =

“ into water " “fon ,”-'from Latm for flow- | “and ArtCommlttee of thethurgxcal Com- | ..énvironiment in years, observed pansh- Havmg an. optlon is tmportant to. Dan S 1_‘1.‘
- +ing water or, fountain.” ;.}mnssnon However, she added, “In. genéral | ioner Eva Yervasi, who. served on the Stark 25, .who will join: Holy" Trmlty' LTy e
|- The 1983 Code'of Canon Law (No 854),{  we've found:therm fairly receptive. There: i,-pansh’s font committee, " Church this Easter Vigll and. has request- e ¥

R )states, “Baptisti-is conferréd-either byim-

- mersion. of by. pouring .. That’ tevised.

% canon omitted menﬂonmgspnnklmg “lest |
<l appear-to ‘be as; appropriate and fitting | ¢
"}accordmgto The |

-as immersion: orpounng,
7 Te

{ .. are-always going to be’some people who.

8 dlsagree People don’t want:to cliange, and
there'is mlsunderstandmg of the theology g
" ofit; and of the concept of immersion.  *

" “I.can’t wait. I'll be here‘ari hour ahead

i ther Thomas: Nelhs, the pastor;: could have :
“The purpose of the whole: processisto: |
»gtve more; hlghhght more. the symbohsm :

- vited: people to.forma comnh teé after he |-

“of time staking out a place,” she said,
Parishioner Chris Cass. noted that Fa-

simiply installed what he wanted. Buthg in: |

[

_ed submersion.,

| thmk submersnon is more a. dymg of‘_:-;ij:'-
, self ' he-said: “I've thought of water sub-~ T 7
- mersion. as a journey, in a sens_e tjuse oo

_-seems more complete to me.

“I'll only have one baptisar m.my 1',& 7‘

‘ P
. Announicements - ‘H‘e'lp*Wahted:--' o o carpeting - Heating & . Movlng & Haullng .+ Real Estate Agents_ _ o
~ADOPTIONS. The. Catholic EARN. MONEY READNG % FloorCare A" Conditioning - ~ KD Moving & o]  HOMEBUYERS: Freo cisdit . "l
- Coutier' does-not publish adop-. - books!--. $30,000/yr. - income . " I ARPET CLE ANINC S ey 7 I Sto I:g =rg ‘" “réports - and - computenzedf BTN E
_[tion advertising. To obtain'a list potential. ... - .. Details - o I ks : |Storage, Inc. - g | - homefinding assistance.-Lamy - ‘
. of-agencies: that serve: birth _;'800-513-4343 oxt: Y:1467.. CHEM-DRY‘ : .. .homﬁ,','fm,,::,,a . - -Nuccitelli:Redlty: Buyers Agent e
. - -mothers and. adoptive: parents, . T R ﬁ LA 1. 1. Heat &—An' Condmomng A 1 716-381-5163 - [T
- G e | (oe et |G | S ]
Sllsrmaysendmtormatlon tothe»:: ing:involved. Sam 1o Menvonmswmccnmw | R pam,,;,w@:mkd : QSMlHWWleM7 , o ng: n9‘ AR
‘ 5pm Friéndly atiosphere; |- | " setplomsomoivegmcoran | | 4244848 : &Gutters SR
| Hihschool graduate, | - DRI - Home Improvement . - Palntl ' 3
;gmmpommm , S——————— : ing. » Y1 S
Help'Wanted e o -Celllng Repair ‘SQSEQ'EW WALLS. repalr:g - &- Wallcoverlng . & m;.:. S
: - : ONE: Sohcﬂer for. -Texrunso/swmteu cen.- - paint ot basement pre a URG-MASTER - m SIIHG R
: —... - National -‘Catholic. Magazine' - |NGS g’ x 12'.ceilifig oniy §59; - lems. Small jobs welcome. 20 " pAINTING/PAPERHANGING, . Establtshed 19 2
-locally. You' eam. $8.:on -each  wWater Darnage, drywall, plaster " ¥7S:"-exp. - Al . , Meyvis - ‘!'j, “texturé ceilings, ‘walls, cailings. - . 1

MUSIC DIRECTOR

. . ORGANIST "

: suburban parish’of. 2200 fam- -

- L iliessin-quaint hlstonc village |

"t :-. near Buffalo raquires key- | . - [
St |‘boardivocal skils, knowledge | . call’
CT of Catholic’ Ilturgy&contam- w -
porary/traditional-music.

'Direct-adult: choir, assist folk

. occasional ehllgren 's liturgy:
Send resume to:

"~ .-paid-sale. Avérage-3:Sales per - irs. i ason- - _716-392-4435 or 323-2876
hr-Will train. Protected tefritor -*,L%p.eap,.cg"%%‘a"g’fso% _

.. génerous. prcductlon, bonus. -

,‘;::epal‘r;%d rugs . sh:mpooed.f-. f
“:Insured, ‘powerwashing: Dan
Epmmk. :j.‘»Bufgmaster 716-663—08 ’

‘ N
oo ..
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East Aumra, NY- 14052
FAX: 716-652-7168
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