S b Thursday to Easter Sunday. miiks, in rit:

- |- val-form, the core reality: of humar: life:
" Thesymbaols showcased over this: penod

: -alert us to-what. sustams .our life and:our: |-,
Sz e faith throughout the-entire- year water,i.
e fire, ' )

Thls week we: prepare for the most i |

' ~_'portant days in-the hturgtcal year: The-

' 'threeday solemmty movmg from. Holy

oil, light; biead-arid wine. ." - -
tis as if we take:these days'to wsrbly'

md-us relattonshrp actually unfolding’

| -- over the: whole course of our: lives.:The: |
powerful centuries-old observances.that : - ampl
<" | * make up the liturgiesof the ChrismMass |.
».|. -and: Holy Thursday, Good Frrday and”
~ Easter-Vigil draw us-through a.visual, ‘|
| . sensible deprctron of what, God:is.doing |
] in our Tives. and in the whole world all'-th'e“"
+ . Gime. . L
We have‘a- vartety -of. reactlons as-we | *
-inoeve: through-the-celebrations ‘of Haly -

= Week, and the feflections we bring from

|- ourown lives and récent experiernces : af: |-
- fect what happens. to us-through. the tit-*
"I ‘uals.Part of the effect can'be to meveus |
| . “toward truer apprecratron ‘of whatis * “re-
N ally real” and really 1mportant about. llfe :; =

-

1: Jerusalem riding a. white horse: So: gréat:

|. - were the number- of soldiers-and officials- | :
- that an’ entlre sectlon of the crty wall had A

- - to be-removed:

+} 7 In“the first century jesus entered, ;
i "]erusalem rrdmg, not a symbol ~of - pres- .

. [ . tige; butan animal- symbohc ofservrtude, }
*|.“a'donkey: The city may-have been crowd: |

| edwitlipeople who had come to celebrate -
-7} thiePassover. Everyjewrsh miale within 20"
g i rmles ofjerusalem was requrred to; attend“_

- *-ButJesus did not come to the city to: be:.|

" honored: Jesus knew that thé price of re-

"1 . demption would be the cross, a: humbhng.‘ -

B and pairiful’ ‘death..

People thought they lmew the reason:'

for his coming; :

- = ¢ During Pre51dent Ronald Reagan 5
.| - campaigntin 1979, a'woman of about 80
- - spoke-out; fromthe audlence atthe end of

- one of his campaigri-speeches.”
- “Mr; ‘Reagan,” she said; eVerythmg
- you've said sounds just fine. But what,

us?t

F The man who was® to become the old-‘f ’
1 st presrdent «of the United States smiled -
.| 4nd:replied, “Forget you? Heavens, how'_fv

|.. ‘couldTevei forget you? ] am:one'of you.”
* *-'People:looked to Jesus because hehad

Ll - become one of; them They wanted a po-

‘act-out” the céntral ‘mystery of the God:.:

S gs R3) Luke 22 14—]"“
o F ‘23 56. (1)~ Isarah 50’4—7-. (R2) Phrhpprans'
B | -26—11
| Durmg the 19th century Chancellor :
~}-: Otto von Bismarck. of Prussia entered

ahi Af'Magrc, but'is- '_

of faithfulness and: hope. .. .- 7t
: By “Messiah of- Magrc E pomt to anex- |

By Fuyitier \Imm SHAMON

'ilrtlcal Messrah “one who would lrberate

- them from the hatéd Romans! They cried-

osaima, “which lrterally ‘means “Save

“honor him as kmg

’ penence many of us may have: from time
" to-time. There aré times when we seem’
‘| “to.want God to. perform: some act of |
“magic” to'rescue us from:some-very re- |
-~ al probleins that we face inlifeIf m-isy-
-some: blg traffic: jam, for examiple; I.°|"
sométimes sit there:and: actually askGod -
_to’remove the cars that are bloclung my.
way! I supposeT think-since God: is so |-
povwerful,” a Chitty-Chitty : Bang-Bang

move on hrs part could make those cars: |

ur medlator

rehgrons because its. obJect is not a splrr- 1
<}l " tual léader who-had come and'gone; but
~- | -ong who. died and rose from the:grave. | -
.. 4 | ‘Heis alive to be our medrator be.tween
_.Godandman - .
R 1 Hlstory has shown us the value of me-
o Sdrators ;
| Dunng the le Wara mirni was srttmg : 1'-
i | onapark benchin Washington, D.C., cry-
~ | “ing. His son; undergreat distiess, had de
|- serted his postin battle and was fobe. shot',

T ly awayl IfI fage a dlfﬁcult decnsron, or |

" | -can’t resolve a problematic relationship,

I expect God to take direct: charge :of the

- matter and magrcally strarghten thmgs .

OllL .-

- This can happen: when we. face' somei[

of the serious problems.of life: frustra-

» - | tion of ourplans; financial worfiesiorjob -
.} loss, hiealth difficulties, family dlness, the .
> | . death: of someone we fove = even the |

|- prospectof our own death. Somehow, we. .

: seem’to expect God to “make-it better” |

| -using a magic; solution that will eliminate .| -

- {-'the problem and produce clear sailing |

I for our own visions- of how thmgs ought'

Part of what we 1earn agam over theu

" course of Holy Week, though, is that Je-- |

sus is not, after all, a Messiah of magic:

The- account of the passion, death.and"
resurrection ofjesus shows us that the
God - of Jesus Christ is not a God of -}
magic solutions to life’s problems.and :|.
-difficulties. God ‘never. promised. to
"magically.erase- human suffermg Jesus .|
did-indeed-experience real. rejection;
réal suffermg and real death: No mag: -
i¢ to get hrm out- of it” and avond the -f

: | by'a fmng squad soon. The father had: |
. cometo’the nation’s capital to see Presi- | -
*_dent Lincoln but couldn’tget past: ‘the | |
“front gates: People passed by; butnobody :
_now Now ‘Was the timé for hberatton 4 sto - L
_'I‘he lung was.come to Set up-a new em--|-
. 'pire. So people pressed everywheéretosee |
him. Like King Jehu (2. Kings 9:13), they. |
* strétched out théir cloaks in the path to- |
i Like Simon:Mac- |
: ;';cabeus (1 Mac 13:51); they cut down palm
. branches and laid thei in the. street-to-
| honor him as avrctor commg home from.‘
- battle; -~ s .
1. They wanted a polmcal king, but he'
-“cametobe thetr Savior. S0 a few days lat--|
| .€r their praise tumed into rage. Some
" about the old folks> Haven tyou forgotten T

topped to listen.

" coln was conferring with his: generalsand- | |-
people today want Chnst, but only on: cablnet members,-guardéd by yet ancth- |~
“| - théir own terms. :
Most: dlgmtanes would be offered the |”
keys.to-the. city; Jesus: was: offered a.cross -
_outside the: -city. Butit would be the cross -| '
" that would unlock the door to heaven for-._- :
N :’ all who believed: o
Our farth drffers from that of all other5 -

erdetachment of soldiers. The young boy |
pushedmsrdeand_jmnpeduponthepres- T
“ident’s lap. Conversation stopped as the |-|- -
‘boy said; “Daddy, theresamanlwa;ntyou 14
- to meet: Heneedsyourhelp ]
. The man was brought in fo- talk with B

the: presrdent. Hrs son: recelved ther presr--, E

Fmally, alittle: boy paused and. asked i
the man why hewas. crying; In his distress,: |
“the mani told his story. He ended by say--|
- ing that if he could talk-to the president, | |
~he knéw-his son would be pardofied. || -
'lheymngboyaskedthemantoifollow I
_ him. When they caine to the frontgateof | | '~
‘the White House, the httleboysardtto the | |". - -
:soldrers, “It’s: all. Tight, he’s withme” [
" The:man followed in amazement. They | |~
cariie o' the room where President Lin- |

hurt‘

. rection ofJesus shows us that Godrs the

God of faithfulness and hiope, not inag: -

| ic. We.are assured in the resurrection.of :
Jesus that God will be faithful to us'even.. | -

. if we die. Godmﬂbefmthﬁﬂtouseven 1

though.we are sinners. God will be faith- |-

fultousevenrfwefanlandAILoulplans

srck

- The résurrection of_]esus isnota guar
antee that-our: problems and. suffermgs
_wrll be magrcally “fixed.” The God of Je- .
. susis not.a God who'steps in and direct- -
ly resolves the difficulties-we'face..

7 last day God wﬂl mdeed rarse us up,
'too.‘-: i :
= YYE

stter Schoelles s [n'eszdent of St
. Bemard (] Instzmte ;

dentlal pardon because the son. of the
presrdent took an'interest’in his-plight. -

', ‘T-am alive forever. and ever’ (Revelatron
" '1:18). Hewho paraded intoJerusalem.will
lead us all-i mto the New Jerusalem and

If only we follow hun

FatherShanwmsadmzmmatord'St Lsaac SR O

jogues Ckapel, FYemmg

Dally Readlngs

* " ‘Monday, April6 - -
7. Isaiah 4217 John 12111 |
7

- Thursday April 9
- Exodus 12:1-8, 11:14; -
I Cormthtans 11 23—26

" Friday, April 10 .
Isalah 52:13-53: 12
I-Iebrews 4:14-16,5:7- 9
. John 18:1-19:42.
ll

. Exodus 14:15:15:1 -

Isarah 54:5-14; Isaiah. 55 l-‘ll
* Baruch 3:9.15; 32.4:4

o - Ezekiel 36:16:17, 18-28

Romans 6: 3—11 Luke 24 1-12

’anesls 1:12:2, Genesis 22 1_ 18 r_f "

- The: account o£ the death and:esur- N R

-goupin smoke Godwrllbefalthful tous . S
. when- we are healthy AND when we are . V..' R

“But: we aré assured- of:- somethmg far |-

| moreimiportant:’ ‘We are guaranteed that
- God'’s. faithfulness. to- jesus in;death-ex- |:-

-fends'to-us,* too: Even in our suffermg, 1 -
God willibe present to-us and faithful to” { .~ "
us. God will:never desert iis, and orithe § ...

o

Jeésus said: “Once 1 was dead, but: now ", ca

Isarah 49: 146; John 13=“’1-33 36—38 | fl““
 Isaiah 50:4°9; Matthew 26: 14-25

llf Sacred Heart, St ]ude,_St. Francts,

Many statues in: stock mcludmg

e Statues of other saints may be

- 1506 EMPIRE BLVD WEBSTER ’NY 14580 (716) 6714967»

“The Blessed Mother. Chnst, '

St. Joseph,: St.. Anthony
: and lnfant of Prague

e :-‘ . specral ordered

For
© . your ' |
descnptive
“brochure. | :
: ;call (518) 426--8076

Programs featuring'Berrigan, Girzone, DeMello I
Naturestudy Spintual renewal and inich moré i T

Its the summer place to be. N
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‘ Re-create
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