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The moment of msrght about prayer and

-a grace in my life. It:did not: change the
- week’s. schedule, but it dld leave me much

_into my.Léenten prayer the hope‘that I will

- | remember the moment when pressures or cir-- el

cumstances can-lead me to forget ity lesson
"1 have had many lifegiving experiences -

about the md1vrduals who helped make them
-.80 special. .

bers of our diocesan and regional boards of
Cathollc Charities. I thoroughly enJoyed the
event. It is always a bleéssing to have time w1th
- such. committed and’ grfted people And, I
--found it enrlchmg-to hear our diocesan . <

" ‘a short-overview of the hrstory ofthe . -
Catholrc Charities movément in our country

' ’_ crltlcal aspect of ‘our Catholic life. . -

" field for most of those | years. He. spoke of the

challenges we must 'face if we are to: réemain’
- faithful to our mission to serve othefs in the:’

challengmg, hopeﬁrl and encouraging: add
- my-appreciation‘for Joe’s delightful glft of -

Sl the pressured pace of life, which I menuoned i L
} in last week’s Along the Way, continues to be -

~more peaceful and collected in-the midst ofrt e s » B
- Tam grateful for that and have incorporated . - - ° T €@ . N¢
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| sincel returned from- Washington. Let me - I B
" tell.you abouit the ones I had,on Saturday and, . » )

- stopped as planned, at St. Thomas’ More e
2 “ .. Parish, Rochester, to be: w1th part1c1pants at:
“In- Waterloo we had # convemng of mem- - N _

- - good favor, Tarrived: early enough to hear the; "
" .-'.f'concludmg portion. of a talk by Andy

- Hoelperl who serves as campus rmmster at . "~
. "McQuaid Jesuit High School. Andy. spoke to .

- me-wheén he addressed all.the- -ways in which "+
we can. allow Iésser realities to.interfere with -
. .an hionest hearing of God’s word; and to the -
- -ways we-can devise to: put-off-or aveid a gen- -

Cathohc Charities. director, ]ack Balinsky, grve:_,.

- It-is a proud and’ mterestmg story that holds-
much relevance for . our ongomg work m thrs ,

Our main speaker was Joseph Sulhvan, S
Auxrlrary Bishop of Brooklyn; who has been - ...
“~involved in: Catholic Charities-for 40 years and -
has'been a natlonally recogmzed leader in the

- spirit of - Chnst Ithought his. message was .-
' exactly on target: It was true and teal. Tewas ~ -

" 'man at Penfield High School -

B brmgmg humor and. laughter to- any s1tuatnon N :for all of us who heard her

On the way home from Waterloo I

the close of a Lenten day of prayer. By God’s

erous- response ‘to that word even when we-

" have heard it. It was a gift to hear such a-
L clear, thoughtful message from such a young L
..mar. It was just great. " :

Next came Emily Kll‘ChOff It was for the

-~ likes of Ermly ‘that the expression “burst on. -
’ f:the scene” was mvented Emily put in‘ beautl-'_"f -
ful terms her respect and gratitude for the”
.. suppott ‘she has experrenced from the pansh :
. ‘community at St. Thomas. She spoke of her. -
*_.‘farth in'them and through them. To expen- :
énce such a witness of faith by-one of ur:

- ‘wonderfiil young people — Emily i isa fresh: -

) and for the very same reason. ‘Diane was . -
- _clearly, very much herselfin presenting hiér. .
- .. witness. Her reflection on holding a position.

, l_ - ing'in her and calling forth from heér glfts she
. did not see in hersélf She also mentioned the” |-
* suppott she had received from othersin her I e

" ‘to'the many others not named here who
was a blessmg‘f o

;' Waterstreet pard Emlly the compllment of say- 1
: ) ‘t it would be’ difficult to follow her."

~shie:was as: gratefully recerved as‘was: Emlly

. -of: leadershlp included reference to’others: see- -

- leadershlp of the parish’s Reriew: Programi.-

o 'and dlscusswn with Mary. Ellen and Casey
Lopata and others who have been leaders'in’

_Farmly Ministry. We reflectéd.on our.experi-

" ence of the ministry as'we have experiencedit |.
thus far, SPOke about some POSSlble next steps
in pastoral care‘and in-éducation, and review: |

“ed. our preparations for the.annual conven- .

- the meeting with much admiration for the .

for the God-given' dlgmty ofall persons, and
o their- ability to-persevere in"a work that i s

' very sensitive and edsily misunderstood. © .

*" T have named Jack Balinsky, Joe Sullivan,

Andy Hoelperl Emily Kirchoff, Diane = =~ .

- Waterstreet, and Casey and Mary Ellen .. .
‘Lopata, who on a'gorgeous Saturdayin = .

... March strengthened my faith-and. enriched

**. my Lenten.prayer.T offer thanks to them: and

: 'made the day speclal
Peace to all.”
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y Dnane need not have been concerned: because A

The closing event of the day was-a. dmner i

. the development of Catholic Gay and: Lesblan | 1

tion-of the National Association of. Cathohc 1 :
- Diocesan Lesbian & Gay Ministries, which we™ |-
. will be* hostmg in Septeriiber: As always; Fleft =

faith of the group, for. their genuine: concern, .. B
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