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Letters Pohcy

The Cathohc Coutier wrshes to pro-,

the issues. We welcomie ongmal signed

:f church life..

serise of fair play. Our dlscemmg readers”

; -agree with the letter-writers’ opinions.”

------

and ‘complete’ address for venﬁcauon

{800/600:3698 citside Rochester "
ema:l. eathoour@frontnernet.net -

-:.:?__ 'Assoelate Edrtor g' _ d

e Genesee Valley o R

Cmculanon 5"' : l

Advertlsmg Director ...~ ;j_i

hndajeanneklvers - ‘:1-".‘1-_“{' .

1 'vide space for readers throughout the
dlocese to express optmons onall sidesof °

letters about current 1ssues affectmg' 1

Although we cannot pubhsh every let-: B _
“ter we receive, we.seek, inisofar as possj-- ER
1 bleto provtde abalanced representation ~{ -’
£ |- ofexpressed opiniensand a varietyof re- |
‘»flecuons on life in:the church, We. will |-
. choose letters “for publication based on |-
,hkely reader‘mterest tlmelmess and a ) '

may'¢ detemune whethier to: agree or dis- R .

Lettérs must not excéed 500, words:. |
Anonymous Iétters and the: use of p pseu- 1
donyms are unacceptable We reserve the B

concems WIth respect to errors in sub-_ 1
- mitted text, we will corréct spelling-only. *
Mall letters to: ‘Catholic Cotirier, P.O. b
, Rochestér, N.Y. 14624, Please 0

nclude youir. fall name, phone number g

- quote (in “PlanmngProcess Stretches Re: ':' N
2| - sources;” March 12), we'should-be fright- |-
- ‘ened with- the _prospect . of - prxestless

- of-whatis being done by the diocese to ad:
dress- the heart of the problem “What is
the diocese’ s\pastoral plan to increase’vo- -

catlons to the pnesthood’ .Oné suggestxon
" is that each planning team involved in the 1
- process should be reguired toinclude in, |
- their pastoral plan recommendatlons to .
- foster vocations-in thelr region. The arti: |
dle statés that the. number of pnests will
- dedline by 18 in thé next five -years in our-.
diocesé. Maybe a reasonable goal-of the |
. pastoral planmngprocess ‘should be fo fos- 'i
“ter and’ ‘nurture 18 new vocatlons to. the

.' the lives .of-;our.

“sis i’ our diocese today The. commumty ol

hfe of our churchis; essentlally Eucharis:: | 1~
ti¢. Thepriesthood, therefore;is essential . |
- to;our’ faith, full communtty hfe, and its:

panshes, especnally if we have no plan

. addressthe -heart-of the problem:’ Al- |,
though lay leadershtp is critical during-. |
* this crisis; the: laity must always see their’.
. roleiir hght of: assisting and not replacm
the pastoral role of the priést. -

Inreadmg'.theamde,lsawn inent

pnesthood in the next five years. .

"Christ is sowing | the seeds of « vocattons
throughout our diocese. We-should, be
- disturbed that'the ground i is not fertrle' .
o enough to nurtur T ese VOCa
tions into the priests.that:are essential to
th,commumttes, His -
.- call goes out everyday.to youiig men in: -
~ ‘ourdiocese to follow him like the 12 apos- ~
tles. We should.be heartened that Christ
assured us his Church will siirvive until-*

the end of time. But th laity mustbe: dit

- gent and fulfill one of our-most important

= "roles- in- the Chirich, 1o buxld strong. -{*
-Catholic famlhes, schools, andl fatth com-"_ |
munities that wﬂl nurture vocatlons to the :
pnesthood e :

‘ We have heard much about the shor

age of prie Sts i inour: ‘diocese, probably T
~more than 1 .maxny- of: us:ltke to-think. about :
.We also_know that the diocese is in the |
- process. of planning-to Teact to the: shoit- -
. age of priests. Shared services:and mutu-
al. cooperation . -among- nelghbormg 4
arishes will be’ the norm in the future of ol

pa
the local church

However, we have not heard about Just |
exactly how the shortage is affectmg orrr
- _priests today I'must-admit that I never-
- dreamed I'd‘ see the. day that the’ cathe-
- dral of the-diocese had only a pastor. arid 1
: no parochial vicar of assistarit pastor. Al-.~
though our ‘pastor is-a- wonderful man "

lication is second 10 none, ‘the

' sad reahtyof thetshortage trikes home. I |
- know:our pastor. has a grieling; schedule,

_-but he never complains: T know'that he -

“awakes to middle of the night.emergen-
cnes often and cheerfully gets. dressed and

se a hand with a féw things over in. the
-church, If you arrive at an early morning. .

clear the steps to thie church, Invite Father.

over for a meal and some frrendly con-

- versation. Let Father Know he’s appreci-
ated and that he’s a friend-as.well as 2~

- priest, If. nothmg else, offer afew kind -

‘words: of support. Nothing uplifts our °
pastor more thanknowing he was truly of ~
“seryice to people, even at 3.a.m. The de--

. inands Oh our priests are-great.] Let shelp
‘ ‘ease’ the burden 1fwe can{  .": "

; goes where he s needed ever in the dead L
1 of winter: T
My pomt in wntmg isto offer some sug- -
- gestions. to help ease the burden of ur -
priests even in some small ‘ways. If you. " -
" have free time on’ your ‘hands; ask’ your-.
" pastor if thefe are someclerical tasks.he
could use a hand with.. Maybe he could . .

N " ¥, " B
s . . 2 L LT . : * ‘ ° N ] v
. . . . L e . o > NS . L

“Mass aftera snowfall, grab the shoveland— . - B

- AlanRector

Flower Crty Park Rochester

Totheedlors. oL o :
“This s in. respornise toa March 12 letter
from Rochester: Gty Councrlwoman ‘Max-
~iné- Childress Brown regardmg street
hghtmg improvements on Chili Avenue
between ‘Bulls Head and the ¢anal.".

- On: September 25,1997 and. agamjan-

uary 22,1998, the Roman Catholic Com-

. munity. 19th  Ward/Interfaith Actionheld
- publicctions involvinga total 0f 265 peo-.

ple. Oneissue addressed was the lighting |

upgrade intended. to~improve safety,"a

1 ‘move supported by our cluster, our com-
mumty, the Genesee-police’ sectlon and 4.

the Sector. 4 NET office..
At both actions;; Councrlwoman Brown

made unequlvocal public commitments |
{ . toimprove the lighting, ‘Between the fxrst

and-the second action, a period of some~
four months; the councilwoman ‘had the .
opportunity to explore all of the “com- -

- plexities” of lighting 1mprovements She |
then came to, the second actlon and

ed: w1thm to- weeks‘ L
. We are aware of the dlspute between

the c1ty and Rochester Gas and. Elecmc e '
| L . N s S et R oL ‘<'A

4 Bmgo Volunteer beheves ]esus ;ls_at her 51de

To the edltors
Thls is in response to Lucxlle Montn 5"
letter of March.12 regardmg reliance on '
c bmgo revenue. Yes, times have changed .
Bmgo Is.A Necessity — but a pafron also |
| ‘can relax-and play bingo for under $10,:-
~ not $30 t0.$40. The arhount spentis their
| | “choice. Nowadays, partshloners areun- -
1. able to take care of the.funds necessary,
_to: Fepdir aleaky’ church cerlmg' repaira -

. church or school boiler; repair and- ‘make

- gafe the steps, ‘parkinglot; etc. for the peo-

ple to-come to worship. together and for
our chrldren who come to our schools

" 11ght1ng 1ssue

s regardmg street hghtmg deis hard 0 un— :

{" derstand how the councilwoman could

': come to two, events, make unequlvocal

pubhccommttments, and: then not follow. ~

. through or‘even kiiow the program was

“in jeopardy the ‘evening she announced

two week: -goal.

It-is not: naive 6. beheve ‘that our elect— o

- ed officials must be accountable to it : i
zens=and that commltments -madé must

1 be kept. Unfortunately, Councnlwoman

-Brown doesn’t get it Since our secondac-

.. tion she 'has refused to theet with us’ ‘and. |

weork together 10 resolve this situation..

-On March 4, our. local”orgamzmg com; "

' 'mxttee ‘met with -Edward Doherty; city" -
| Commissioner of the Department of En-"
- vironmental Services. Hé agreed foup- .. -
. grade, the- hghtmg, -and-RG&E has-a.

':schedule of installation in ‘two. phases.

Phase one bemg "Woodbine Avenueto -
Salina Stréet on Friday, March 20, and

"-_phase two to begm shortly thereafter on

- 'Chxh Avenue

Elleen Dilho, for the commlttee 1':

. Melrose Street. -

Rochester

-'Since state aid is not allocated appropn- )
ately to. Cathohc schools, we do have 10
furnish a source of revenue (o enable our

_young ¢hildren'— the: fature of Amenca -

the educatton they do so deserve in our

jschools BT

Aslan: every week bmgo volunteer I
proudly look upon my volunteéring as my

“ministry toward -helping the church,

- school, and all: people. What would]esus _

*'do about, bmgo reliance? You know what?
| Jesusisat my side with me. '

Slurley Shwamle Kohlsch

Delamarl ne Drrve, Rochester : ‘
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