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Lay mvolvement At Stjames Pansh the people have nla On Octl 1998 Falllee Wnlham llott' reage mlltmglcal mlnlsters thanltstoac- - .“
: ready begun-to éxperienice. lay. presidérs. .;pastor of St. Joseph’s. Parish, Livonis, and +| . tive recruiting by Sister'Bat- |4
e == .| - weekdays: Sister Battersby last fall: recruited | its mission parish, St. William’s, Gonesus, .| :tcrsby. She has also aiready: trained oric -
N '; - '.Cominued "om page 1 -+ | “and trained‘twor regular. dally-Mass partici< |- died suddenly following ashort llness. The .| teen lector- and is considering several teeri -
% master said: “L'think.that the blShOp hit on ;ﬂpants topresnde atthese weekday.Commu-. ' parishes were. without a pastor . until De- - candidates for eucharistic finisters. In ad-
. hecore-of how most people felt. Heiden-"| nionservices: The triofotates presldmg du .| cember 1996 when Father Robert Collins |- dition, four teens regularly. partlmpate in:
 iiified the opportunity we Bad; but he also”, - tiesat one Such service’a week. |- was assigried to. them. But in-the fall of '| music ministry-at the parish. -
» identified the challenges.” - "~ :[ I thought it was good for the people to. | 1997, hie becameill and he died Feb. 19:. . The overall-thrust of efforts io. mvolve
. Sister Agnes Catherine Battersby, SSI, ‘fc-_'havealayperson bemgabletodo that,” Sis |- ‘Currently, the parishes are under the | “.more lay. people: in-litrgical: ministry is -, 1}
“+="hoted that the letierhad'a definite effectat | ter Battersby -said. “It was a bndge to ac- | .care of a temporary admumstrator, Fatheri; ' .prompted by:more than meetmg dtocesan CorE
TSt ‘James Parish, Waverly, where she serves"_ ceptmg more lay leadership”: - . -0 < SeanGamty : - |- diréetives, she acknowledged. .- . 0
~ *"_s-pastoralbassociate: . < ‘|-~ Oneof those presiders, Marge Caporic. | -* When it canie . to: tralmng lay mtmsters, | " “We want peoplé to undérstand we have
-+ “lumade us more aware- of the centraltty'~“ . €io, acknowledged that:she was- surprised | “we started right after Father Trott died,”- | . a deeper understandmg of baptism: and-
"o the Euchanst, ‘shé said. “Itis partofthe -|* when Sister Battérsby asked her, and i ini- . noted Peg:Hynes, the pansh pastoralmln-,- _ what that.calls us to'do,” Sister Battersby -
i~ reason that some -of the people ‘we-ap-" | " tially tried tobeg off. - ..0" - | isterintern. - - - declared. “We need more Tay leadersmall_
" -1 oaroached ‘abeut becommg lectors’ and | - “It wasn’t that dtdn’twantto she satd. 1. The deéaths' helped to'open people to _ of these aeas-and that they be trained.™ -
e lommumon mmlsters have been ‘more_ | “1j  just didn’t feel worthy.”. 7 1:*_greater lay involveirient, she observed,not- | : On a practical level, she added, Whrle
- open” : % i T4 ButSister Battersby petslsted and after". ' ing, “(People) are ‘tnuch more accepting " | we may. be able to get along without them
o L ay Pl' e si d ers : S consultmgher ‘husband, Caponccno agreed now. They've: gottenusedtoseemg peopleh .| mow, we will need them in the future.”.
' to de it She's glad she did. | (other than;priests) on thie altar.” {" . The diocesan training manual:has been
:When shie started fo review the panshes ‘I ““Is:anhenor; Fli teil you that, Capor-" *~ As _part of efforts at the pansh Hynes, : ’Aa big help with such training efforts at .
mergency plans for Sundays-.without |- iccio said: “That's the Body and Blood of | has led tramlng Sessions for new’ ‘eucharis-” | - Good Shepherd accordmg to Reed. _
“priests, Workmaster was. pleased © o " Christ:Itsa pnvxlege Talways did have an - | “tic ministers and-lectors, The training in- | “It's basically helped me tosupplement -
" :*The one~ thmg ¥ was pleasantly suf- 1. =apprecxanon for (the Euchanst) but 'm | .volves hotonly practical discussions of tech- . | ‘whatI'm already domgwnth the munstexs, RREEOR
S piised about was in almost every instance | -sure (presiding ) deepenedit” - - - '".-mque, but'also. the. theology behind the | -'she observed. - '
© T the panshes aresaying:the Eucharistiscen- |- Although she in: the: past had been hesi: |- ministries. The, reactlon has been posmve, | . In parﬂcular ltsuseful becauseReeddel-
. traltoourlives, and we're:doing everythmg *|- tant:aboutlay peop]e assummg more lead. - | she reported T = egates the tralmng duties to people actual- ;
- - to'make sure-: that it happens,” she said. -7 ‘fershtp roles, she has found her views.chang--*| - “They like to. know why it's happenmg, | ly involved in the ministries,. and the man— P
. ¥ “Most of the. plans call:for bringing in- re- ! inginclight of seemg lay people inaction— .| Hynessaid.- - "I ualhelps gaide them.. . - o
.-+ tired priests or priesis from nearby parishes | - and the: growmg awareness. that the num: .- " -€hurch of the Resurrectlon also has’ .| . The diocesan documents and her own i
-* a5 the first-choice. Bit the plans-also point .| - -ber of priests is-decreasing. - | been training ministers, most recently on .| training efforts.focus on more than just .- ]
‘o the possrble necessxty ‘of Sunday Com-"| " - “I-think you. gets accustommed o the ldea, “Feb.7. Parish life adininistrator Cathy Al- "| - téchinique, Reed noted,- pomtmg specrﬁ- < 7
- munion services.in sorrie cases, shenoted. - | - that this is what it's going to. be she said. | “lard, who also servesas rellgrous education | cally to the mlnlstry of lectors. - :
_©. - Lastfall, she offered the first trammg for - ThlS is goingto beourrole” " © - .administrator and a youth miinister at the - “It's more. than just.getting up and read- "
lay presrders to conduct these services-She ‘Sue Reed, pastoral minister for hturgyi '._:pansh .observed - that. people have re- | ing Scripture;” she said. “It’s actually pro: -
- estimates nearly half of the parlshesmthe and visitdtionrat Church'ofthe Good Shep- | sponded well to the added: training, } claiming ‘the -word. ‘Is proclaxmtng the
- - diocese-sent: at least onie- pérson: to ‘be | “heid; Hennetta _said'that developing the” | * “What T heard from people is they want ‘| Seripture so that people. get drawn into it .
- - trained. Those sessions discussed the his- - emérgency plans. has helped panshes to '_'to do- ‘hands-on stuff;” Allard said.“Thereé | and'makeita part of their lives. . -
" " tory and theology of the Fuicharist. Follow- | “think about the fiiture. ..~ - * seems to be a hunger to really live thelrmm-- 1. s understandmg the spirituality: be-
. up'sessions latér-this spririg will allow | par- . “The emérgency plans have really.' " istries ore than they did before.” “.. ™| hind it,” Reed-added. “You have to have.a .
- ticipants to practice presiding at services. pushedpanshes Tknow thatithas pushed | She is also;phasing in youth mvolvement,3 strong prayer life to.be an, effective lector.”
. Rather than: conducting, Sunday Com-‘ 1"-us,” Reed'said. “You know youhave tohave - havmg youth help with present the chil- |- Overall, properly trained and spmtually
- munion -séryices -imimediately at their | somethmgm place ST -| dren’s Liturgy of .the Word-on Sundays.. | .aware  lay. ministers can-affect. the liturgical -
~ parishes, ‘though, manyof thepremders will- | " . ..|"The teens involved find'it a safe place to | .experience for.the: congregatxon,Reedob-
-, lead other kinds of services suchas Litur- . The future 8 IIOW .| startout, and the childrenienjoy hagmg the . sexrl:'ee‘tl
gyof the'Hours or weekday services, Work™ | Tragtmlly two Livingston County pansh— teens help to present. the Scriptures and,,. O § thmk it helps people to. pray better, :
‘master noted. Sonie may eventually con--} es have alreadyhad to; confront pamful sit- - lead them in prayers, she noted. .. -| . she:coriclided. “It ‘helps people. tobemore o
SR “~duct funeral serwces as well T 1 :~uauons—— twice, - St. James Parish has also en_)oyed an in |- invested-in the celebration.” - L
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