- fense attorneéys think the: process is-out of
- controland that the country should'be lib-

4 erated frem any further obsesston wnth

- the: presndentssex life. .~

" A comnient-one occasxonally hears )
- from those whe.are:inclined’ toexculpate -

- the: presndent for his alleged-privaté moral
lapses is-that we elected a president,nota
pope: In-othier words, we'expect our pres-

" -idents to be effective political leaders; we |

: *don t expect: them to be saints:
The comment is actually a marvelous
- tribuite to'the high-moral quality and r rep-

-|. - utation of the church’s modern popes,
- fromi Leo XII1(1878-1903)to John Paul II.

- - Although-these’ popes: have- differed.
< from one another in personality (consid=

. = erf the stark contrast bétween-the austere |
N ~and arlstocratlc Pius' XIL and the )owal

~“esu"s

Sunday’s Readmgs (R.%)john 8 1-11

" (RY) Isalah 43 16-21 (R2) Ph\hpprans 3: 8- )

14, -

‘| “promises-to hel
* ally powerful $0 he can’fulfill his proris-
. ‘és. Hope Inspires us; “with: -great expecta-

tions. 'We ‘eid: the- Creed: with™*We look |
. | forthe resurrectxon ‘of the dead and the
"} life:of the world to come:”. . 1
b Hope, therefore. is always about thefu- L

. | ture;gome, future good to comé < about*| u
; somethmgwe don’t yet have. Whati-we al- | He

3 ready ‘have, we'don’t hope for,

-The student hopes to. graduate .Ath-

_ letes hope to win the game._ ‘The lottery

1+ ticket buyer: hopes-to win money We all -

1 .hope for-a nice day tomorrow. -

~Isaiah:says; “Remember not the events. |

: them hope ‘What.G
ast,hemndoagammtheﬁnmre Lo
. Isaiah promises God'’s: people | thatwhat 1
-he had done in the past, he was going:to-
'+ do for them-in the future but ina greater:
~'way: He was going to: glve thema néw-ex- | -
odus. ‘The: -past_one ‘was “‘done after |
~plagies and bloodshed: This néw: exodus.

- from Babylon would be:a peaceful one. In'
T fact Cyrus the Great would subsldlze the_ -

| oo the past,-the things 6f long dgo:con-

X '51der not; See Tam domg somethmg :
| new ’

When Isalah wrote tlus God s people:

e had been. in exile in: Babylon for more

- - than'50: years. THeir city had be¢n de: -
stroyed: Their temple:had: been-razed to

| _the ground. Their kmg was in.chains. -

-:_'__VThey themselves were in: slavery They
T had almost glven up hope :

Quesuons about Presadent Clmton s |
personal life continué. to occupy the at- -
“tention of the media-and partieularly.of: |
“the? many talking heads who appeat night |
ly oh television fo dissect every new de-
S velopment ini the case, however trivial. = |
Those with conneéctions. to'the Repub- N
lican Party or with a; personal ax to grind. |-
" -against-the prestdent -ténd to be'sympa- |
" thetic.to thie efforts of the:specidl prose- |
cutor, Kenneth Starr; others with con-
" nections “to the Democratic’ Party or | !
- workitig out of the inherent Biases-of de- | g ohn’XXIH an
o outlook (compare the reactlonar'y Pius X
- with his conciliatory successor, Benedlct
- XV), no. hint of moral corruption ever
| - tainted: their-personal character. Liberal - |
*Cathohcs may ‘have been appalled. by Pius.
X’s ‘campaign ‘against dissent in. the..
" “chutch, but they ¢ could not-question his
'personal integrity or sanctlty Indeed, he
- was canonized & saint in 1954. '
*At th€ same time, the ‘tomment that we -
- elected’a presndent, nat a.pope, is alsoin-
' credibly-maive: By the standards of histo- |
"ry, President Clmton is more of a saint
“ than asinner in comparison with a num-
' ‘ber of previous poritiffs, . =~ -
*  Stephen VI (896-897), for example, or’
" dered the body of ori of his predecessors, ,
B Formosus, tobe, exhumed from its grave,f-‘-.
i robcd in full pontxfical vestments, and put

. Our rehglon is.one of hope Hope is” I
"I simply expecting to reachthe supemat— 1o
- urdl goal of life by-rélying' on God's |-
GodrsgoodandGodls |

d. done m the

‘oni mal for alleged cnmes agamst the

| ‘churéh. Stephen was himself Jater de- .

- posed and strangled: to-death.”

. Sergius III (304-911) ordered the mur:

der of his predecessor; Leo VI,and of the

:| antipope Christopher, and reaffirmed ttie »

1 verdict of the notorious “cadaver synod” 3

 that condemnéd Pope Formosus. )
. John XIL: (955-964), élected at’ age 18,
| led one of the most immoral lives-of ary -
. |. popein- ‘history and died of a stroke, ‘al-"

-~ | legedly in'the bed of a married woman, -

Innocent lV ( 12434254) was the first |
‘pope to approve the use of torture in the

Inquisition to extract confessions; he_v
" placéd relatives in key church positions; -}
.and he considered church'i revenues to. be |
for his.own

pers ‘
.Clemernit VI-(1342: 1352)- llved llke a.

onal use.

worldly prince, spending most of his time

and the church’s money on ‘personal lux-.
- uries, banquets and other festivities. He
was shameless in. _his conferral of church |
offices and benefits on relatxves and. [
“friends, anid there were constant rumiors .
" about other aspe q
| . Urban VI (1378-1389) had five cardi:.
"I nals who had been critical of him tortured -
~and- executed ‘His. unstable, volatile and
abusive: behavior helped to precipitate the - |
| ‘Great Westem Schism that dwnded the -
‘church for nearly 40 years

cts of his personal life.

| return of the]ews to. thelr homeland and
| help them rebuild _]erusalem and thetr

-temple. -

What God had done for his people in’
_the Old Testament; he pronused to do-for
_his people in an even greater way in-the

‘New Testament. He' had saved themn from

1" slavéry in both exoduses. But in the New |
 Testament he-would save his people from

the terrible slavery of sin. .

f ] stonedtodeath Thescnbesandthel’har iR
.} isees:bring only the woman.. They did '
- what they did out of hatred of]esus They | |-
_wanted:to trap him: Moses said sione the .| |
g adulterers, the Rorans: sald no Jew an |-
|~ pass a sentence of death, - 4
1. Jesus. would nét. mflrct pann on thts;.' Lo
"- poor woman. He doodled on tie- ground. -| |
‘When the: scribes and" Phar;sees persist- | |.
ed; Jesus rose and said, “Let the'man who .| | -
- has no sin‘cast a stone at her.” After they '| | -
had all slunk away,_]esus arose and spoke B

tion; but of forgtveness He dld not: gloss E N G
- over her sin; he forgave it and exhorted ‘| | -
repentance “I' do not. condemn you. But % N

from now on, avond thxs sm

“| - “Thusin the. Gospel story- anJ adulteress il
|- is brought to Jesus. There.is somethlng

" Callistus IHI (1455—1458)wasablatant" 1

nepotist and anti-Sémite, and was so un--

popular with thie Roman peoplé that, up- SRR

‘'on-his death, they vented their wrath on- .
the pope’s fellow: Catalans (Spam) who :

fledthecrtymterror G .
- Sixtus VI (147 1-1484) relgned hke a Re- :

naissance -prince. He. established ‘the

- li¢ authorized the sale of indulgences, -

pontificate.

5 Spamsh Inquisition 2 and appomted theno- | .
torious Torquemada as.grand mquxsltor o
In order t5. réplenish the papal treasury, |

Alexander \% 4 (1492—1503) was, by, thev_.- A
-consensus of lustonans, the most notori- {
_ous pope in hlstory Nepotismand unbri- - | - .
“dled sensuallty were the hallmarks of lus :

" Julius T (1503-1518); dépicted in the..

promises and spent much of his. time as.

- film, “The Agony and the Ecstasy,” was -
-,,elected pope through bribery and false’

pope engaged in military battles. He also

‘money for- the new St. Peter’ s Basilica.

One. wonders lf there were commenta-, A
tors who excused such.papal failings by . |. .
,remmdmg everyone. that the: church'had: |

“elected a pope, nota presndent

. FazherMcBnénua ,m,/mo, ”f’helJIOg)rag*;‘ )
| the Umvmzty of Notre Dame.. - . A j

75‘7; _ffers-_forgl'veness to the repentant

* Ttiis is.the hopejesus has brought us.

says, “If you fail and fall again and again,.

fear not! 1.do not coridemn. you. Only get =

upandtryandtryagamandagam

. Father Shamon tsadmmzstmtorcfSt. lsaac = L

: jogues ChapeL Flemmg

‘;Dally Readmgs
B Moridiy, March 30 -

- T or 18 4}-62 ]ohn 8: 12-20
' » March:31 -

“Wedn , April-1
o 831420 0
Thursday Aprll 2.
- Genesis 17:3-9; John 8: 51-59
Friday, April 3. -

Saturday April:4 |

. '. o dly '~: :; N
Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17; 1930, 33-62‘ 1

" No matter how red or numerous.our;sins, 1
| maybe, forglveness is always offeredusif - |. -
.only we use the confessional. jesus still - |-

All one need do is'go to. confessxon - -
,;the sacrament of hope. . - ;| 4 i

| Numbers214-910hn82130
i)amelsu-zo 91:92, 95; Jo.hn‘ |

1 ]eremlah 20:10-13; John 103142
| Eieluel 3721—28, john 114555 B

Hot Flsh 10 Go“ -
Nrck Vasalos .

Imported Specralttes :
Seafood and Smoked Flsh

OPEN 7 DAYS 271—1780

. Froeen:Seafood

' Fresh Fish {} -
Live Lobster |- -

S o rEsTavranT. ||
o AnOutmch Muustry for Ex—Oﬂ'endersf_ L .

Servmg Flsh Fryon Fridays -
- during Lent from 4-8 pim. Lo

- eStuffed Eggplant’
. Salmon i Dill Sauce
~ ¢ Combo Platter ..
“(Shrimp, Haddock, Clams)
. . Veggie Burger

Open year round
" for breakfast & lunch

- Saturday; 6:30 am - 2: 00 pm ]
Sunday,800am 200pm T

- 716:232-2749 .

‘....---.--..--.---..---.._“.»-‘-..

Spectals for: 3/27 mclude. - 1

Tuesday Fnday,630 am - 2:30 pm - .

271 Central Park(near Public Markez)-i B |

Coms Stamps ;
.} +Gold & Silver Jewelry -
1 * Antiques & Collectibles -
'« Perfume Bottles

) Qpen Monday thraugh Saturday 10 6

Thursday arid Friday, unttl 8 """ '_.ﬁ -
e _

g 'TnLAsuzL

H(Mtn

»\ 1434 Buf_falo Road
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paved the way for the Protestant Refor-. - R AP
mation by the sale.of mdulgences to-raise " |- ;



Paul.II

