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P A G E 7 C A T H O L I C C O U R I E R D I O C E S E OF ROCHESTER, NY 

fctdrfie Lowell cbuldrft Have [picked a better 
moment to contact his old. buddy ondbandmatev;" 

'Malt bdmark, tosee: i f he'd like:tb become part 
; of Charlies new Christianirdckbohd. :'••'."-. 
'•'._• The coll arrived as;,Ai!l^:M^^aki^findl.exQr^'at'' 
'fheUhiverisity--df^cheste^/iiifhere'he'wbi.d-' 
ifophomore. ; ;• -V". •. 

Iwqs obviouslyat a"bit. of;.afow point as far as my 
love forschool went;" joked[Matt in a telephone 
interyiewf roriii Nashville'with the Catholic Courier, ' 

,Maft decided to take Charlie up on his offer and 
mpvel'o Illinoisi in the Summer of 1994: Thel992 
McQuaid Jesuit High School graduates — who played 
together in arock band during their teeni years — 
were thus reunited as one-half of Charlie's band, the! 
Jars o f Clay. • ;-'".'•. '.';• 

Therest,as they sayvishistory. 
Thejbond has enjoyed a meteoric risei logging more 

than 2.6 million total sales for their f irst two albums, 
the Jars" 1995 self -titled album, with sales of 1,8 
million copies, is the biggest selling debut pop album in 
the-histbry o f Christiani contemporary'music.In , 
addition, that album contajiis theerbssover hit 
"Flood," which reachW:5///fHjqrc( magazine's 'Hot 100" 
top 40aridwas alsoa;tbp-lQalternativerqqksong, 
:; And.eariier this year, the Jars of Clay saw their '•• 
: 1997 follow-up album, Much Afraid,: earn q,Graimmy-
Awardds the best Pop Contemporary Gospel album, 

"Never; beforein the" 2§-year-ihist6ryiof contempo-
rary Christian music hqs.ah unknown act emergedwith 
such immediatefury and success as has: Jars of Clay/-
wrbte Jerry Williams in the summer 1997 edition o f 
few. Music, a wd^ new Christian '-. 

.releases, ' • . : ' : ; ' ' ' • / / : '.'•-'•'"'; 
• Ma t t st i l l seems a b i t stunned oyer the Jqrsjquiek 

success;. 
.'•':. " I t ' s tremendously exciting," M a t t said, "A lot of 
the songs were wr i t ten on:a college dorm.floor." 

Ma t t plays g i i j ta ra r^ mandolin f o r the Jars, and 
Charlie is the Keyboardist. Both 24-year-*>lds are also 
vocq!istS,.Compiet|hg the group[are. ban Haseltine, vo­
cals and percussion; and Stephen Mason, vocals, 
guitar and bass. '[:-••'• 

The group derived i ts name f rom Second 
Corinthians 4:7 — "But we have this treasure in jars 
o f clay t o show tha t th is all-surpassing power is f rom 
Sod and not f rom us." 

Many of the band's lyrics tel l of a human condition 
as fragile as clay ja rs , and the need to turn to God 

when facing struggles. Mat t 
said. Take the chorus f rom 
the Jars' most famous 
song to date. 'Flqod": 

jLifime.up;whenfm 
falling/'__-.-

Lift me tip Tm weak and 
dying/ 'r j 

Lift me up I needyou to 
holdme/ u j 

Lifimeup.tO:ke)ep\me. 
frvmdrownimfagain} 

And!,the t i t lesong f rom -
the bbnefssecofid albums 

IVn\somuchafraid/ 
Scared out of my mind/ K 
By the demons Tvemade/y 
Sweet Jesus, you never 

ever let me go/ 
OH, sweet Jesus, you never 

everletmego. '•."".. 
Matthew Craig, a Jars of 

Cloy fan for about d year; 
said he became attracted to 
the group because he "liked 
what they had to say." 

"They could give me •'.-:•• 
somethirg toremember i f I 
came into trouble," added 
Matthew. 13. 

Matthew; a McQuaid 
Junior High seventh-grader,'',. 
said he wasn't aware two Jars 

Latona 

of.GlayJnembers 
were f rom 
McQuaid until he 
walked iiy a 
"Famous, 
McQuaid Graduates" 
display in the hallway last September. 

Ma t t Odmark remarked that his: group's music may 
nqf be as blunt with its messo^ as other Christian 
bands., ; • . 
. . "Our musicis very much fbcusednot only on t he 
church at large, but a|so people Outside the church. 
We t r y to str ip away exclusive language and t r y not to 

M A R C H 2 6 , 1 9 9 8 

'Matt , speak in a way that's eliehed or 'Christia'nese 
• Said.".,-'.."' "•-•_'• '•/"" ;'-.'. " 
. Neither does Matt feel that j ' f s his plate to. preach 

. d c e r t d i n brand o f Christ iani ty; -
".'• "VVe're yery, very firm believers thatthe Christian 
walk is a personal journey each of us must go on," 

! Mdftsaid : ; 
. Mott 'sqid tha t he dndCharlie Have been sensitive 

t q varying views of Christiahityjsiri.eetheir^childhood, -
when they attended Parkmihster Presbyterian Church 
in the town of Chili but also went to a Catholic high 
school: -'."• - " • ; ; : . • - . ' • • . 
• " r i n thankful f o r qirthedehomindtional exposure I 

had growing up. I t j s giyen;me a picture of the church 
in t h e most general sense, and what it's qlldbbut," 

rMat tsq id. •'.'.- ': 
. Their interest in Christian rock began takiqg root ' , 

during their i teeh yeqrs^ when they were; members of 
SimpfeTruth, a band that;p1ayed at loedl dances and 
community gatherir^s.VMqtt- noted t h a t his and v 
Charlie's involvement ihYbung L i f e— an ecumenical 
youth^ministry program ^ h e l p e d shape their musical 

. • p a t h . " . . ' : * ' • ' - ' . y . . . : • ' , ' • - ' ; . ••... ' , , ; - ; . ' -.' 

"The leaderiŝ ^ rea|ly-had a prof bund impact.onus. 
: We learned[a lot about the Bible, Christiahily/who v 

Christ was," Mdttretnarked. -..•; 
t h e Jars' world Has .expanded rapidly since, then. 

: They have.beeh featured on covers of numerous mag-: 
- azihes, and their "Flood" video has aired on MTV and 

.VH-1. Inaddi t ibni the band fecentlytjlayed in f ron t 
o f a crowd of6>0,OdQ in^^A^ralia. (The Jars be^an 

; the i r current tour March. 10. Althoughthey will hat 
appear within Rqchester diocesan bouhdaries/they , 
are ieheduled fbr concerts; in Buffalo oh May 5 arid 
Albany on May 7;) 

Interestir^ryVMcQuaid teacher "Bob. Schwartz said 
he Was. surprised Mat t and Charlie made i t so big 
beicquse they werej iot invbiy^d with musical groups at. 
^McQuaid.; V -"••,"•' 

* t never would have envisioned all th is — never;" 
said Schwartz, a part-time-musician who recently 
released his own CD, Long< Time Coming.. 

: Charlie's fa ther , Chuckj agreed tha t he. didn't 
' foresee stardom fo r :Mat t and Charlie during the i r 

Simple t r u t h jdays. •-";.-' 
. " H q w r n a n y ^ 

baseball thinking he?|| wind: up in the major leagues?" 
Chuck Lowell explbihedv 

Yet Schwartz:sqid-thqt the Jars! music is o f the 
highest professional level, 

"Theycan, wi th t h e i r words,reachi an awful lot o f 
kids — and they're. proud of-that. There^snot a weak 
sbhgbn^eitherbl i^m;"Sehwbrtrsafd, . ' 

A review in an October 1997 edition of People mag-
azine praised ihz Jars' Much Afraid.a\bum, saying; 
' t h e y frame their^^Beatle^queharTOnies with sharp 
melodies and delicately;sfmmmed acoustic guitars, 

, occasionally pepping things upwi th danceabfe rhythms 
andIfleetir^ psychedelic tbuches." 

Why havethe Jars .ofClayenjoyed^^such erossoyier 
success? Ma t t suggestedfthat the-ic^nd emerged at b 

' t ime when pop/music needed a message of hope that 
suchr"gr^nge".ixihds:qs Niryanq were hot providing, 
,' "It'sigood music; but oil t ha t dismal s tu f f , the 

angst *-~ihe market got a l i f t le unbalanced," Mat t 
co/nmented. ';."•. ••••.".' 

Although all the Jdra now reside in Nashville, Ma t t 
said he remains loyal to his hbmetbwn roots. He oft^en 
travels to t h e Northeast with his new'Wife;KrTsten, an 
Erie.Pa., nqtive;\andhe alsOiplans i0 attend his . 
sister's graduation f rom William Smith College in 

"Geneva this spring; ; 
And Schwartz -r^whb has. been battl ina pancreatic 

canter —^ noted thort-his famousex-s>udents have 
remained in touch w i th him during his illness^ 

While such rapid succe^mightg ive some: rock 
bands the impulse to enjoy the t rapp i ryspf fame, 
Charlie's dad emphasizea;thqt the Jars consider , 
themselves instruments of Gbd f i r s t ^ d ^ d rock 
starssecqnd. .-J"."-'- '!- ' 

"The guys feel this is^sbmeplace the Lordhas, 
placed them;" Chuck Lowell sa id . " - . : , : 

cd Call f d r bur 
1^800-934-6336 

1551 Cherry Valfey Trpk. 
Skqneaflcs, NY 13152-0569 
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Our Lady of Angels Association* 
MARIAN HOUSE'NIAGARA UNIVERSITY, NY 14109 

/ 1 -800-575-9956. ._.•". Fax {7316). 286^9155. • . -" 

lMSSEtfzOimEliT ^AmSFmAWOCCASiONS^ 
.Sympathy, Healing, Birthday, All Occasion and Perpetual;Enrollments. ' 
; V- Mother's Day and Father's Day Novena Cards available. 

- •--• Cards are appropriate for Living or Deceased. 
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