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LR PAGE 7 _CATH DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, NY MARCH 26 1998.’ :
’T R ’ ,arlle Lowell couldnf have pncked a: beﬁer L o speak ity a way fhafs cluched or ‘Chr:s'nanese K Ma'rr
“momient Fo.contact. his.old biddy: and-bandmate; s .. said. ey
\? Matt Odimark, to see if-he'd like: fo become part Nelther does Mah‘ feel 1ha’r n‘s hvs place n‘o preach T
o ¥ Charlie's'new Christian rack band., - o - ‘ﬁ_"a ¢ertdinbrand of Christignity. - R
e * . Thecall arrived as Mattwas: Takmg fmal exams at “We're very, very firm believers. ThaT ‘the Chrls‘ncm
Cl the Umversnty of Roches‘l'er where he was a c walk isa personal Journey each of us musf g0 on
R :;~sa pHomore. - e RN . .. Mdttsaid. . - ‘
S . I'was obwously af a blf of a low poum‘ as far as my S . .-Matt said fhaf hednd: Charlle have been sensmve i
L ; love forschool went " *oked Matt ina telephone - o Tt varying views-of Christianityjsince their childhood, - .
iy - interview from- Nashw le-with the Catholic Courier. - . .~ wherithey attended Parkminster Presbyterian- Church L
g - " _Matt decnded 1o take Charlle up on his offer and . inthe fown of Chlll but also wen'r ‘ro a Cafholnc hagh seoee
o - move-to Illinois in the summer of 1994, The 1992 " - . schaol:-
. McQuaid Jesuit High Schiool graduates — who played o Ty 'lhankful for aIl 'rhe denommahonal exposure I
fogether iri arock band dring their feenyears— . - ~had'growing-up. It's givenmeé.a picture of the church -
A N _ “were thus: reunlted as one-ha f of Charlles band the T - .- inthe most general sense and what: it's all aboul
cator: |-~ ... | -Jars of Clay. . - Matt said. :
BT B N -Therest, as’ TheYSdY IS hlstor'y BRI o .- Their m‘l’ereS'r in Chrlshan rock began 'raklng root”
- < The band has ‘enjoyed a meteoric rlse loggl are - R * during their teenyears when they were members:of -
: than 2.6 million total sales for their first two a bums Y ... Simple-Truth, a band that:played at-local danges and
RPN * The Jars' 1995 self-titled album,with salesof 18 - . . . “. " ‘Community gatherings. Matt noted thdt. his and. -
gor -} ‘million copies, is the biggest sellmg debut pop alburn in; . “Charlie's:involverent in Young Life—an ecumemcal _
oL the hlsfory‘ of Christian contemporary music. In . - you’rh-mums‘rry program helped shape their musmal
' : . Iaddl’non, album contains’the crossover hit , - ‘path. S
" "Flood,” which reached Billboard magazine's *Hot 100" " The leaders reallyhad a profound lmpac'r onius. ]
s " ._1'op 40 and:was also.¢ top-10 alfernative rock song, . We'learned a iot about the B:ble Chrlsﬂann‘y who o
¢ And.earlier this year, the Jars:of. Clay saw their - ;_-Chrusf was," Mdttremarked.
B 1997 follow-tip album, Much Afraid: ean'a Grammy- - -~ The Jars world has expanded rapadly since fhen IR
" Award ds the best’ Pop Contemporary Gospel album, - “ They have. been featured on.covers of numerous mag-.~ - i -
sl .. "Never* before in the'25-year-history of contempo-_~.-{ - dzines, and their "Flood" video has giredon MTVand -~
imerited:- : rlchrns'han ‘music hds an unknown act emerged: wnfh_ " VAH-1. In-addition; the band recent! Tﬂlayed infront
s Rosary:- . - " - -suchrimmediate fury and success as has-Jars of Clay," * - .- of @ crowd of 60,000 in Australia ( e Jarsbegan -
at these - .. © wrote Jerry Williams in the summer 1997.edition o - their current-tour March. 10, Although they will not”
contrast L - New Music, a magazme tha‘r prewews new Chrlsﬂan - | - “appear within Rachester diocesan boundaries, they -
5. S ~releases, ‘I - are scheduled f ‘r-concerfs in Buffalo on May 5 and S B
- peop,e. v . Matt shll seems a bl‘l’ s’runned over fhe Jars qulck ‘ = Albany on-May-7.) N
thrustis.  ~ . N success o ! “Interestingly; McQuaud 1eacher Bob Schwar'rz socd ‘
‘Borrelli - .- o 'If's 'rremendously excmng, Maﬁ sand A lot of ~he vias surprised Matt and Charlie madeit so big ¢
LR the :songs were writtén on:a college dorm floor."- “because fhey were.not mvolved ‘with musncal groups aT
istrative: -~ - - BN -Matt plays guitar and mandolin for the Jars; and ;Mch.d
ners.can . .| Charlieisthe dist. Both 24-year-olds dre also’ 71~ “Lnever would: have envusroned al 'l’hlS = never.”
hile.also - - i vocalists, Comple‘hng the group dre Dan Haseltine, vo: _ -~ $aid Séhwartz, a:part-time musician who recenﬂy
d . .- I casadnd: percussnon. and Stephen Mason vocals T " “released his.own.CD, Long Time Coming.. IR A
ftoHoly - . ?,.‘_gurrar ‘and bass. * > Charlie’s father, Chuck agreed that he: dldn‘l‘ R S
A - M- The group.c dernved rrs name from Second ‘oresee stardom for: Maﬁ and Charl:e durmg 'rhenr : o
saidshe. ~ . .MM Corinthians 4:7 — *But we have this freasure in Jars - : Slmple Truth days. - -
wing out . | of clayta-show that this all-surpassmg power is from-_; ~ . "How many:people fake the:r kud 'ro Lm‘le League B ; RN
R L o “'God and nof fromus™- - . ‘ w0 baseball thinking: he'll wind up in fhe maJor leagues"" R Eats
deandl ..~ [ - Manyof theband's lyracs tell of a human condmon . Chiuck Lowell explained. - SRR
fallsaid. .- .. -] as fragule as clay Jars ‘and theneedto furnto.God. - Yet Schwartz:said that fhe J ars' musnc is of the
hip-has - - “wheh facing struggles, Matf - - ,-hughest prafessuonal level. -
enttotal -~ . N - said. Take the chorus from.. *They:can, with theif words, ‘reachi an awful lo’r of -~
stressed .- - . R the Jars’ most: famous - kads and they're proud of that. There's: nota weak
svitality - - .song Yo-date, "Flood": - . ong on-either album," Schwartz'said. * :
e One -+ - U ,Llffme v when 1"m n - A review.ifi in October 1997 edition of Peap/e mag-
Shristian - <. . .. W ; falhr;g . Jazine:praised the Jars' Much Afraid album, saying;
hose 19 - - - - - Liff me up I'm weakand' ' - *Fhey frame:their Bedtlesque harmonies with sharp
e Easter-: - R o N B well. *melodues and. dellca#ely strummed-acousti¢-guitars, -
A  § Llff' me up I need yau fa : it . occasionally: pepping things up.with danceab e rhyfhms
iocome .M }hold me/. :: "X . and fleeting psychedelic 'rouches ‘
-parish’s 2 - Lift me. up to keep . Why have:the Jars:of Clay tloyed such crossover
)ﬁed" in - : -fram drownir agam - " success? Matt suggested 'rha'r the'band emerged ata -
.on Fltch( R B -."..And the title son from «.: time when- Pop; .music needed a. message of hope fhaf
aid that. - R . ._'rhe band's second-a bum -"..such."grunge” " bands-as Nirvana were not provadmg
sdinthe . - . W ’ uch afraid/ " * - "It's.good music, but gl that dismal stuff, the. ™ |, i
jucation - ¢ .. I .angst—the: marke'r got a lmle unbalanced - Maﬁ L
nyyears.© - o Pl e : oAmﬁn'reg i
ucation). -~ ough-all -t eJ'arsnowres:demNashv:lle Maﬁ~4 N
ohvsaid - - - S _ - 'said he remains loyal fo his hometown-roofs. He offen _ f Y-
P A T . Oh, mfjesus younever : R "~ “travels tothe Noitheast with his new wife Kristen, an.-
3 BN R " everletmego. "'of Cl members y . Erie,Pa;, native; and he also; rlans foattendhis - |- |
| _ Matthew Craig, a Jars of “werefrom . - sister's graduaﬂon from William Smn‘h College i ;
U . ~'Clay fanforaboutayear, - - McQuacd unﬂl he ' _‘jj‘Geneva this sprmg o l =
L. .said he became attracted to  walked _by a -7 And Schwartz = who has been baﬂlmgvpancreaﬂc SR
S - the g group because he "luked .--"Famous . ... ‘cancer — noted ‘that- his famous ex-stud ts have S Dy
O N ‘,wl\at they hadfosay.” .- MCQUGld Graduates . _ . remainéd in touch with him durmg his illngss;
R " *They could giveme .- .+ ’dlsplay in the hallway last September ‘ - While such rapid success might give sofme. rock
o T some'rhmg to- remember uf I -+ "Matt:Odmark remarked- that his: groups music: may bands the impulse o enjoy the trappingsiof fame, - ’
» . - .came into trouble added ~not be as blunt wufh its message as other Chrushan .” Charlié's dad emphasized-that the Jars: cbns:der
RN  BOEN ““Matthew;13.- -~ - : '_ bands. - © . ‘themselves msfrumenfs of God flrsf = and rock
o, -Matthew;a MCQUOId _ Our musuc is: very much facused not only onthe: 'stars second S -
e B - Junior High- sevenfh-grader " churchiat large; but also-people outside the church. "The guys feel this is someplace fhe Lord has
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