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Many p e o p l e these days a r e involved i n 

t h e p r o c e s s o f . p r epa r ing n e w catechu-

mens for their formal entry into the 
church in t h e Easter Vigil ritual. Be ing re­
lated to tha t process myself only t h r o u g h 
my o w n par t ic ipat ion in Sunday Eucharist, 
I really a m n o t involved very di recdy a t all. 

Still, I have b e e n th ink ing a b o u t bap t i sm 
qui te a lot lately. Th i s migh t b e because o f 

Lent, when we all focus in a speeial way on 
o u r faith a n d t h e c o m m i t m e n t s tha t a r e 
p a r t of o u r life because of faith. 

I s u p p o s e t oo often I associate bap t i sm 
exclusively w id i bab ie s o r wi th t h o s e 
p r e p a r i n g for full m e m b e r s h i p in d i e 
church . I only rarely th ink a b o u t m y pre­
sent life as related to m y o w n bapt i sm. Still, 
it is impor t an t t o reflect f rom time to time 
o n d i e reality o f bap t i sm in all o u r lives. 

O v e r d i e last half-century o r s o d i e r e 
have b e e n several significant shifts in o u r 
dieology o f b a p d s m . O n e of d i e m o s t im­
p o r t a n t is o u r r e c o g n i t i o n a g a i n in tiiis 
cen tu ry d ia t b a p d s m is n o t simply a "cos­
mic insu rance policy" g r a n t i n g us a so r t 
of magical exempt ion from l imbo o r s o m e 
ot i ier undes i rab le supe rna tu r a l locat ion. 

Especially tiirough d i e S e c o n d Vatican 
Counci l , d i e chu rch r econ f i rmed bap t i sm 
as d i e s ac ramen t of mission a n d ministry. 

Ra the r t h a n emphasizing automat ic status 
in d i e hereafter, which m u c h of my early 
rel igious ins t ruc t ion s e e m e d to d o , d i e 
dr inking of t h e council reclaimed a n even 
ear l ie r e m p h a s i s o n b a p d s m as m o v i n g 
Christ ians into d ie posit ion of carrying o n 

Jhe miss ion of Chr is t . All d i e bap t i zed 
were invi ted to u n d e r s t a n d ourselves as 
called a n d sent by Chris t to car ry o n d i e 
mission h e h a d b e g u n d u r i n g his lifetime. 

In fact, d i e counci l e m p h a s i z e d over 
a n d over tha t d i e s a c r a m e n t o f miss ion 
a n d ministry for all Christ ians is bapt ism. 
Even o rd ina t ion to d i e ministerial priest­
h o o d was recas t t o emphas i ze tha t t h e 
min is t ry o f pr ies t s , b i shops , cardinals , 
even d i e p o p e is directed at facilitating t he 
minis t ry of lay peop le ! T h e ent i re struc­

t u r e of t h e h ierarchica l c h u r c h shifted 
from seeing the hierarchy as those "with a 

ministry," to appreciating the ministry, of 
t h e hierarchy as directed toward a n d sup­
por t ing lay ministry in the world. 

According to this view, we should all re­
flect on how it is tiiat we truly d o see all d ie 
aspects of ou r life as p a r t o f d i e mission o f 
Chris t in a n d to the world. We should all 
reflect o n how it is that at h o m e , with ou r 
families, in o u r n e i g h b o r h o o d s , a t o u r 

workplace, in ou r political interaction, in 
ou r friendships a n d organizat ional asso­
ciations —in all diese places, we a re sent by 
Christ to show forth G o d a n d act o n God ' s 
behalf! 

In d i e Four th Gospel in his farewell ad­
dress Jesus is depicted assaying: " T h e o n e 
w h o knows m e , knows d ie Father." In d ia t 
s ta tement h e acknowledges his own mis­
sion in life, which was to make G o d visible 
in his own be ing , in all tha t h e d id a n d 
said. T h r o u g h the d ieology of bap t i sm 
diat I a m advancing here , we are called to 
step into dlis same mission. As bapt ized 
Christians, we are sent to cont inue Christ 's 
mission in ou r lives. Thus , those who know 
us, know Christ a n d know d ie Fadier. 

Awareness of dlis aspec t of o u r " b a p 
tized lives" casts a grea t seriousness over 

ou r o rd ina ry interact ion in all d i e regular 
"spots" in which we live, a n d in all t h e "or-

dinar/ relationships that make up our 
days. Today the re is grea t emphas i s o n t he 
need to show forth God as the God who 
loves us all. In a wor ld w h e r e we a r e all 
aware of incredible suffering in o u r cities, 
in o u r families, i n o t h e r r eg ions o f d i e 
.globe, it b e c o m e s m o r e a n d m o r e impor­
tant diat Christians make a real effort to let 
ou r lives make t ransparen t for o thers the 
G o d w h o loves all of us, bu t w h o cares es­
pecially for d ie suffering ones . 

O u r ministry to d i e world today proba­
bly needs no t jus t to show odie rs d ia t we 
"believe in G o d . " O u r min is t ry today 
needs particularly to show odie rs d ia t we 
believe in a par t icu la r k ind of G o d : t he 
G o d w h o loves all, a n d w h o cares in par­
ticular for d i e suffering. Whereve r we are 
a n d whatever we a re doing, d i e bapt ismal 
c o m m i t m e n t we have m a d e to witness to 
die G o d of all requires d ia t od ie r s find in 
us a t ransparency of d i e G o d revealed in 
Jesus to a t t end to d i e suffering of every 
p e r s o n h e encoun te red . T h a t is d i e real 
mission of all o f us w h o are bapt ized. 

• • • 

Sister SchoeUes is president of St Bernards 

Institute. 

S u n d a y ' s Readings: (R3) Luke 15:1-3, 
11-32. (Rl) J o s h u a 5:9-12. (R2) 2 Corinthi­
ans 5:17-21. 

Have you ever not iced d ia t pa ren t s have 
a t endency to get a l i tde m o r e lenient d i e 
m o r e chi ldren they have? Most paren ts a re 
a l i tde m o r e pro tec t ive a n d d e m a n d i n g 

, wid i tiieir f i rs t .chi ld . It 's n a t u r a l . W i d i 
dieir first a t t emp t a t be ing a parent , d iey 
want to d o it right W i d i d i e second child 
diey t end to relax, to b e c o m e loose as a 
goose. 

T h e parab le of t he p rod iga l s o n is d i e 
mos t famous o l d e r / y o u n g e r child story in 
all of l i terature. A father has two sons. T h e 
o l d e r wan t s to p l ease his d a d . H e stays 
h o m e , works d i e farm, d o e s all d ia t he ' s 
b e e n t augh t to d o . Bu t d i e younger lad is 
a bi t spoiled. H e hasn ' t h a d d i e strict dis­
c ipl ine o r d i e a t t en t i on g iven d i e o l d e r 
brodier . H e doesn ' t feel h e has to please 
his pa ren t s . H e ' s m o r e for pleasing him­
self. 

O n e day h e says s o m e d i i n g very cruel : 
"Dad , I w a n t m y inhe r i t ance . " I n o d i e r 
words he ' s n o t go ing to wait till his fadier 
dies , h e wan t s what ' s c o m i n g to h i m now. 
N o d o u b t d i e fadier was t e m p t e d to give 
h i m wha t was corning to h im. But h e cared 
abou t d i e lad , j u s t as m u c h as h e d id abou t 
d i e o lde r son . H e k n e w diey were differ­
e n t a n d h a d d i f ferent n e e d s . S o h e re­
s p o n d e d as a loving fadier. H e gave d i e 
lad his wish. T h e fadier was wise e n o u g h 

There is room at the table for all 

to realize diat diis boy was go ing to learn 
— d i e h a rd way. 

Loving paren ts know diat chi ldren are 
different. You can ' t t reat d i e m exacdy d ie 
same, because each child is un ique . T h a t 
is why child-rearing is a m o s t complex hu­
m a n task. Wise pa ren t s a d o p t a different 
strategy for each child. 

T h e fadier widi two sons knew dia t d ie 
younger boy would only g row m o r e rebel­
lious if h e were m a d e to stay a t h o m e , a n d 
so h e gave h i m d i e m o n e y a n d let h i m go.' 
You k n o w wha t h a p p e n e d . H e went far 
away, squande red it all o n riotous living, 
a n d e n d e d u p in a pigsty coveting d i e pigs' 
food. Finally h e c a m e to his senses a n d 
s tar ted h o m e . His fadier saw h i m from a 
d i s tance , e m b r a c e d h i m a n d ce lebra ted 
his return. 

B u t w h a t a b o u t d i e o l d e r boy? W h a t 
was his reaction? You know. H e was irate. 
H o w of ten pa ren t s have h e a r d ch i ld ren 

say, "It isn*t fair? You,treat h im be t te r than 
me." It's d i e h u m a n response. "You never 
killed a fatted calf for me . " H e feels be­
trayed. H e has stayed a t h o m e . Worked all 
his life to m a k e his d a d p r o u d of h im . 
T h e n h e is forced to a t tend a par ty hon­
o r ing a good-for-nodiing younger bro th-
enJ-Ie-is furious. H e refuses to go to the~, 
party. 

Two sons: O n e who wasted his inheri­
tance o n a wild a n d destructive lifestyle, 
a n d the o d i e r w h o c a n n o t we lcome his 
b rod ie r back h o m e . W h a t we ought to see 
in diis story is diat bod i boys were in d ie 
wrong. T h e younger boy t u rned his back 
o n his fadier a n d d i e o lder boy t u rned his 
back o n his brodier . Bodi were wrong. Je ­
sus said, "Judge no t d i a t you b e n o t 
judged . " We are all s inners a n d d i e sin o f 
p r ide is as serious as d ie sin of lu s t 
- T h o u g h G o d loves us all, h e treats his 

ch i ldren differendy. We a re still s inners 
whed ie r we have t u rned ou r back o n G o d 
o r whed ie r we have t u r n e d o u r back o n 
o u r brodiers a n d o u r sisters. N o o n e has a 
right to j u d g e anotiier. 

Mos t o f u s k n o w w h a t it is t o b e d i e 
prodigal . T h e r e may b e dungs in o u r lives 
d i a t we deep ly regre t : l e t t ing p a r e n t s 
down, o r o u r spouse, o r o u r God . We go 
to confession, b u t somet imes we still wor­
ry about o u r p a s t Yet we a re still G o d ' s 
children; h e loves us a n d has a place for us 
at his table. 

S o m e of us have b e e n like d i e e lde r 
brodier . We pass j u d g m e n t We look down 
o n a n d even despise d iose w h o have no t 
m e a s u r e d u p to o u r s tandards . We a re no t 
as Christ-like as we t ry to p r e t e n d . Still 
d ie re is r o o m at d i e table for us as well. 

R e m e m b e r G o d is d ie Fadier of d i e two 
sons. H e runs ou t to g ree t all — d iose com­
ing back from a far count ry o r d iose com­
ing in from die fields who have been shun­
n i n g the i r b r o d i e r s . H e welcomes all, 
especially to confession. 

• • • 

Father Shamon is administrator of St Isaac 
Jogues Chapel, Fleming. 

Daily Readings 
Monday, March 2 3 

Isaiah 65:17-21; J o h n 4:43-54 
Tuesday, March 2 4 

Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12; J o h n 5:1-16 
Wednesday, March 25 

Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10; H e b r e w s 
•10:4-10; Luke 1:2638 

Thursday, March 2 6 
Exodus 32:7-14; J o h n 5:31-47 

Friday, March 27 
W i s d o m 2:1 ,12-22; 

J o h n 7 :1-2 ,10 , 25-30 
Saturday, March 2 8 

J e r e m i a h 11:18-20; J o h n 7:40-53 

I m p o r t e d Spec ia l t i e s 

Seafood and Smoked Fish 

'TTTSFORD FISH MABKE 
510 Monroe Avenue (near Goodman) 

SPECIALTY 

SAUSAGES 

& 

EUROPEAN 

STYLE 

COLD CUTS 

Hot Fish to Go 
Nick Vasalos 

FOR ALL YOUR 

SEAFOOD 
NEEDS 

DURING LENT 
O P E N 7 D A Y S • 271-1780 

Fresh Fish 
Live Lobster 

Frozen Seafood 

^to 

Join us Friday Nights in the 
Greenhouse Cafe from 5-iopm 

. Featuring: Early Bird Fish Fry 5-7pm $ 7 ^ 

Includes Soup & Salad Bar, after 7pm $Q25 

Seafood Buffet (Lenten Special) 
Homemade New England Clam Chowder, Fresh Tossed Salad Greens with an $ 4 O S S 

Array of Salad Bar Accompaniments. Rolls & butter. Fried Shrimp with Cocktail 

Sauce. Haddock Monray, Seafood Newburg, Wild Rice Pilaf & Fresh Seasonal Vegetables. 

-ilsMi 

911 Brooks Ave. 
Rochester NY 

Greenhouse 
»*%Qafe 
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