‘CATHOLICS

RESPOND

TO A WORLD OF NEED

The Catholic Bisheps of the US ask
that we help people in foreign lands

~and those coming to this land of
promlse

Catholics of the Diocese of Rochester
did so last year with over $85,000 in

donations to the annual American
Bishops' Overseas Appeal. These
funds provided crucially needed aid
to people worldwide.

Your donation to this appeal relieves
human suffering throughout the
. world through the work of the fol-
lowing Catholic ager\aes

Catholic Relief Services distributes.

food, clothing and medicine to the .

poorest of the poor in more than 75
countries.. CRS also monitors over
| 2,000 development projects that build
self-sufficiency. 'The development
projects are supported by the
Operation Rice Bowl programs. The
ABOA collection makes it possible for
CRS to help people meet their imme-
diate needs, so they can then concen-
trate on long term improvement of
their own lives.

Migration and Refuges Services
aids nearly 1/4 of all refugees admit-
ted to the US and has worked to reset-
tle newcomers since the days of Ellis
Island. Through an extensive dioce-
san network, MRS provides job train-
ing, medical and housing assistance,
and pastoral care to thousands of
newcomers.

~The Holy Father's Relief Fund
assists victims of natural disasters
and other emergencies around the

globe.

The. Department of Social
Development and World Peace of
the US Catholic Conference provides
public pelicy analysis and service to
our bishops, and works closely with
diocesan social ministry to build
parish capacity to carry out Cathohc
Social Teaching.

Your contribution to the American

Bishops' Overseas Appeal can

often be muitiplied as much as 25
times through matching funds
from government and lntomatioml
organizations. )

Please respond
generously
to the
March 22nd
collection.

By Lynne Weil
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope John Paul II
and U'S. Secretary of State Madeleine Al-

" bright expressed concern over the Koso-
vo region of Yugoslavia as the conflict -

there escalated.

“The pontiff received Albnght March 7
in the midst of her four-day swing
through Eutope to conduct talks on var-
ious issues, with Kosovo high on the agen-
da.

After his Sunday -Angelus blessing
March 8, Pope John Paul said he was
“profoundly concerned by the dramatic
situation in-Kosovo, where explosions of
violence once more threaten intensive ef-
forts at dialogue and peace-making.”

. The pope called for a peaceful solution
in Kosovo. The region was an au-

tonomous province within Serbia until

1989, when its autonomy was revoked by
Serb leader Slobodan Milosevic, now
president of Yugoslavia.

"In early March, Yugoslav police and
military forces in Kosovo began cracking
down on ethnic Albanians suspected of
leading an armed movement for inde-
‘pendence. Ethnic Albanians comprise an
estimated 90 percent of the region’s
population.

At a joint news conference with Italian
Foreign Minister Lamberto Dini, Al-
bright said Milosevic had been “spurning
the offers of the United States and oth-
ers” for, mediation in the dlsptit.e She
said “de; %xswe and firm action” against of-

. ficials in Yugoslavia was needed to end

the violence.

“We are not going to stand by and
watch the Serbian authorities do in Koso-
vo what they can no longer get away with
doing in Bosnia,” Albright said. “We are
not going to tolerate a return to the pol-
itics of divide and conquer.”

A senior State Department official lat- |

er said the United States was “appalled”
that humanitarian aid deliveries to Koso-
vo were being blocked and international

. observers were being kept out.

Albright spent 30 minutes with Pope
John Paul. Vatican spokesman Joaquin
Navarro-Valls noted that the pair greet-

_ed each other in Polish, switched to

Czech, and then spent the bulk of their
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Pop‘e, Albright meet over Kospvo

Reuters/CNS

Ethnic Albanian children, refugees from the village of Prekaz, cry after fleeing
their home March 7 in Serbia’s troubled province of Kosovo. Scores of terrified

with police. -

meeting speaking in English.
Albright and Pope John Paul also dis-

cussed the pope’s recent visit to Cuba,

the Middle East peace process, ethnic
strife in Africa, the promotion of reli-
gious freedom in China and “the re-
sponsibilities of the United States on the

.world scene,” Navarro-Valls said in a

statement.
U.S. State Department spokesman

- James P. Rubin told journalists Albright

“also discussed America’s efforts to illu-
minate the-history of the Nazi period in
Europe and to work with the Vatican to

‘resolve the remammg questions about

that tragic era.”
Albright asked Pope John Paul for “his

views about the prospect for change” in

Cuba, Rubin said, and she “stressed
America’s desire to find ways to help the
Cuban people without strengthening
their repressive government.”

The secretary of state also met for 45
minutes with the Vatican secretary of

state, Cardinal Angelo Sodano, and Arch-

- Albanians were hiding in woods around Prekaz after two days of heavy fighting

bishop Jean-Louis Tauran, the Vatican's
foreign minister.

A senior U.S. administration official
said that meeting covered many of the
same subjects Albright had discussed
with the pope, and particular emphasis
was placed on events in the Persian
Gulf and the Great Lakes region of
Africa.

Albright also paid an hour- long visit to
_ the San Egidio Community, the Rome-

based lay organization that conducts rec-

- onciliation operations in various flash- -

points worldwide.
The group’s head, Andrea Riccardi,

- said Kosovo was “topic No. 1” for Al-

bright, but that she also showed interest
in the community’s peace-making pro-
jects in' Burundi, Mozambique and Alge-
ria, and its efforts at global interreligious
dialogue.

Albright met also heads of state and
foreign ministers of Ukraine, Italy, Ger-
many, France and Britain during visits to
those countries.
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» Basic Fast-Track French
s Creative Writing

of Inner/Outer Landscape

Offering courses for unretired minds

+ Beginning German Conversation
« Nature Writing: The Convergence

* Role of Men & Women in Visual Arts

e Retirement Choices Made Easy! :
e Jesus and the Gospels as Eastern Mystidsm
+ Great Decisions of 1998

These noncredit courses begin the week of March 23.
All classes meet during the day on the Nazareth College campus.

‘\§§ Nazareth Coliege

Other noth courses are available.

A brochure and malHn registration form may be obtained by visiting or alllng
the Office of Continuing Education at (716) 389-2050.

4245 East Avenue ¢ Rochester, NY 14618-3790
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