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The rebellious son returns home
BY JOE SARNICOLA
Jesus looked out at all of the people
who had come to listen to him preach
and said, "My friends, let us give thanks
to God for this day in 'which we may
worship him. Many of you have come
from long distances to hear me. I would
like to tell you a story, and I need the
help of two young men."
Several of the older boys stood up or
waved their hands so Jesus would pick
them. Jesus chose two of them to come
and stand next to him. He put his arms
around their shoulders and said, "Here
is a story of a man who had two sons,
the younger ..." (then Jesus prompted
one of the boys to raise his hand), "and
the older." Jesus had the other boy raise
his hand, to the laughter of the crowd.
Jesus told the boy portraying the older brother to stand aside, and then he
pointed to the other boy and said, "Now
the younger son went to his father and
asked for his portion of his father's fortune. He wanted to see what life was like
beyond that of working on his father's
land. He sold everything his father had
given him, said goodbye to his father
and brother, and left the farm.
"The younger son then spent money
on foolish things, expensive food and
clothing, and anything that interested

him. But soon all of. his
money was gone. And so
were the good times and the
friends he thought he had.
Then a famine struck the
land. Food was scarce and
there was little work to earn
money."
Jesus put his hands on the
shoulder of the boy and
said, "The young man found
work with a man who raised
pigs."
The boy covered his face
and pretended to cry. Jesus
whispered something into,
the boy's ear.
"When the man had nothing to eat but the scraps the
pigs left, he said ..."
At that, the boy pretending to be the younger son
said, "I wish I were back on
my father's land. There was
always enough to eat and a'
clean bed to sleep in."
Then Jesus added, "So the young
man returned to his father's home. And
before he had even reached his father's
house, his father saw him and ran to
greet him with a kiss. There was a celebration because the son had returned
home."
Jesus had the first boy sit down and
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he pointed to die boy who portrayed
the older son.
"But the older son was jealous because his brother was being treated so
royally."
The boy playing die older brother
pretended to be angry and shook his
fist.
"But the father said, 'You are my oldest son, and everything I have is yours.
Rejoice with me that your brother is
home safe with us.'"
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Q&A
READ MORE ABOUT IT:
LUKE 15
1. What did the younger son do with
his inheritance?
2. How did the react when his son
returned home?

Puzzle

Answers on page 5.
Using the answer key, fill in the blanks to discover a message from die
Gospel according to Luke.
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