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Prayer helps to open our eyes 
Sunday's Readings: (R3) Luke 9:28-36. 

(Rl) Genesis 15:5-12,17-18. (R2) Philippi-
ans 3:17-4:1. 

The three great works of Lent are fast­
ing, prayer and almsgiving. Last Sunday's 
Gospel spoke offesus fasting in the desert 
for 40 days. This Sunday's Gospel speaks 
of prayer. "Jesus took Peter, John and 
James, and went up onto a mountain to 
pray." *. 

Just before this incident, Jesus had tak­
en the Apostles to Caesarea-Philippi. 
There, Peter confessed Jesus was the Son 
of God. Jesus was elated. Peter's confes­
sion completed die First half of Jesus' mis­
sion, which was to establish a church 
founded on the rock-truth that he was die 
Messiah,, the Son of God. Having done 
diis, Jesus then began die second half of 
his ministry, namely, the work of redemp­
tion. So after Peter's confession,Jesus told 
him he was going to be a suffering messi-
ah. Peter protested. Jesus turned on him 
and called him a devil. 

Jesus realized that the doctrine of the 
cross was going to be a problem for his 
Aposdes. So he took the core leaders of 
the 12 to a mountain to pray — to pray for 
dieir enlightenment, diaj they might see 
the place of die cross in his life. As Jesus 
prayed, he was transfigured — "His face 
changed in appearance and his clodies be­
came dazzling white." Prayer ought always 
to change us too. Prayer ought always to 
bring us into contact widi God and godly 
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persons. 
Moses and Elijah appeared — repre­

senting die Law and die Prophets. "And 
diey spoke of his passage which he was 
about to fulfill in Jerusalem." The Greek 
word Luke used for "passage" is "exodon," 
as if to point out diat die first exodus of 
Moses leading Israel out of Egyptian slav­
ery was but a figure of die exodus of Jesus. 
Moses led die Hebrews out of slavery in 
Egypt. Jesus was going to lead not only die 
Hebrews, but all die human race, out of 
the slavery of sin to die freedom of die 
children o f God. Moses obtained libera­
tion dirough die slaying of die firstborn 
of die Egypdans. Jesus would obtain sal-
vation through his own death. The blood 
of a lamb sprinkled on doorposts saved 
die Hebrews. The blood of Jesus on die 
doorposts, of die cross would save all hu­
mans. Moses led die Hebrews to die 
Promised Land; Jesus would lead die hu-

-man race to die promised land of heaven. 

Thus after the transfiguration, Jesus 
headed for Jerusalem to shed his blood 
mere on die doorposts of die cross. Then 
he rose from the dead and ascended into 
heaven. His deadi, resurrection and as­
cension is die Paschal Mystery, foreshad­
owing our own death, resurrection and as­
cension. The resurrection and ascension 
of Jesus very probably were witnessed by 
die two at die transfiguration: Moses and 
Elijah. 

On die mount of transfiguration, Peter, 
John and James heard a voice say, "This is 
my Son." The voice of God spoke to let Pe­
ter know diat his confession of die divini­
ty of Jesus at Caesarea-Philippi was correct. 

But dien die voice went on to say, "Lis­
ten to him." The heavenly voice was telling 
Peter diat he was wrong in not accepting 
Jesus' teaching about a suffering messiah. 
The Aposdes were dumbstruck But this 
was a breakdirough for them. The mem­
ory of diis event would carry diem 
through die scandal of die cross. 

In diis transfiguration scene we might 
say diat God's word to us is, "This is my 
Son. Listen to him! Listen to him!" That is 
die great need at die heart of humanity: to 
listen to die words of Christ We will if we 
prayer fervently and perseveringty; and if 
we do, we too shall be transfigured. 

The invisible God becomes visible to 
die soul diat prays, transfiguring i t 

We kneel, and all around us seems to ' 
lower, 

We rise, and all, the distant and die 

near, 
Stands forth in sunny oudine, brave and 

clear; 
We kneel how weak, we rise how full of 

power. 
Bit by bit in die hush, our eyes will be 

opened and we'll start seeing him and 
what he expects of us. His face will be­
come radiant and we'll cry, "How good it 
is for us to be here." 

• • • 
Father Shamon is the administrator of St. 

IsaacJogues Chapel, Fleming. 

Daily Readings 
Monday, March 9 

Daniel 9:4-10; Luke 6:36-38 
Tuesday, March 10 
Isaiah 1:10, 16-20; 
Matdiew 23:1-12 

Wednesday, March 11 
Jeremiah 18:18-20; 
Matthew 20:17-28 
Thursday, March 12 

Jeremiah 17:5-10; Luke 16:19-31 
Friday, March 13 

Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13, 17-28; 
Matthew 21:33-43, 4546 

Saturday, March 14 
Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; 
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Church needs to communicate message clearly 
If die church wants to make an impact 

on die third millennium, Isuggest diat it 
evaluate its ways of communicating what 
it holds most important. 

How often is a document produced, 
dien put before die public with the ex­
pectation that it will be acted upon sim­
ply because of its merits? Although this 
process sometimes is reasonably suc­
cessful, something more really is need­
ed., 

The church needs to make better use 
of the various schools of thought that 
study how to create change. In addition 
to writing a document, die church needs 
to teach those responsible for imple­
menting it how to use strategies for 
change — strategies diat will help them 
achieve their goals. 

All around us we see die sophisticated 
art of change moving people in direc­
tions they ordinarily wouldn't go. We on­
ly have to reflect on the advertising 
world to realize how "change masters" 
have gotten us to use all sorts of new 
products we wouldn't have thought we 
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needed. 
One school of diought on change is 

represented by S.I. Hayakawa and Alfred 
Korzybski. They learned diat if we are 
disciplined in semantics, we will com­
municate; more adequately and reason 
more effectively. When we pick and use 
die right vyords, we connect widi people. 
Making this connection increases the 
likelihood that diey will change. 

For example, we can say to people, 
"You needHo face die fact diat diis parish 
will probably close." Or, we can say, "We 
need to Uijnk about die possibility of our 

parish closing." .'j-.^& " V 
In die former statemeiiictJple are b % 

ing told somediing, and the speaker is 
set apart from his or her audience. In die 
latter statement people; are invited, not 
told, and die speaker talks as if he or she 
is one of diem. 

On die use of good semantics, Pope 
Paul VI once told us diat if we are to have 
a successful dialogue diat will! lead to 
change, we must be clear. "Dialogue sup­
poses and demands comprehensibility. 
It is an outpouring of thought; it is an in­
vitation to the exercise of the highest 
powers which a person possesses .... 

"This fundamental requirement is 
enough to enlist our apostolic care to re­
view every angle of our language to guar­
antee diat it be understandable, accept­
able and well-chosen." 

How often do we see die very oppo­
site of clarity of speech, wjdi a speaker 
tossing out half-defined ideas filled widi 
buzz words diat are offensive or fail to 
take into consideration die situation of 
die audience? 

The art of semantics teaches us that 
iSthe written and ^ktti iWprdboth-mast : 

be given weight. Our words must be cho­
sen carefully, diought out and reverendy 
placed before an audience. 

Anodier mediod for creating change 
is die use of "utopian" thinking of the 
sort diat presents an audience widi rea­
sonable ideas for die future. It encour­
ages people to imagine die best scenario 
possible, to long to achieve die best This 
strategy by which one "imagines" die fu­
ture is especially effective when people 
face endless problems diat make a situa­
tion appear hopeless. 

The church has entered a new-age in 
which not only the content of its docu­
ments is important (and diey are impor­
tant), but in which it must consciously de­
cide how best to communicate that 
content—how to promote change diat is 
positive. 

• • • 
Father Hemrick is director of diocesan re­

lations at the Catholic University of Ameri­
ca 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
. Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Card of Thanks 

THANKS: to St. Gerard, St. 
Anne, St. Jude and our blessed 
mother for delivery of a healthy 
baby. 

Help Wanted 

EMPLOYMENT 

TELEPHONE: Solicitor for 
National Catholic Magazine 
locally. You earn $9 on each 
paid sale. Average 3 sales per 
hr. Will train. Protected territory, 
generous production, bonus, 
great repeat business. Please 
call Mr. Luba 1-800-782-0848. 

WANTED: daytime caregiver 
for two small children. My 
home, Greece area. Monday-
Friday, 7:30 am to 5:30 pm. 
Desire experienced, non-smok­
ing, mature woman. Own trans­
portation. CPR required. 
References. 716-723-9699. 

Condos 
Townhouses 

FOR SALE: WEST COAST 
Florida Condo 1st FL, 2 BR, 2 
baths, clubhouse & pool 
813-376^t390. 

Rooms 

Help Wanted 

EARN MONEY READING 
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ROOM FOR RENTWidow 
seeks female to share home in 
West Webster. $400 per month. 
Private Bath. Call 
716-338-2431. 

Carpeting 
& Floor Care 

CARPET CLEANING 
C H E M - D R V 

. . .<*- -

Ceiling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL­
INGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59. 
Water Damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Quality work; reason­
able prices. 716-392-5076. 

Heating & . 
Air Conditioning 

Home Improvement 

BASEMENT WALLS repaired, 
painted. Wet basement prob­
lems. Small jobs welcome. 20 
yrs. exp. Al Meyvis Jr. 
716-392-4435 Of 323-2876. 

Moving & Hauling 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for Winter Comfort! 
Heat '& Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
' Sales • Service • Installation 

Family Owned & Operated 

424-4848 

K-D Moving Se 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in. office, i 
household moving and 
deuveries. 

Big or Small WedothmAW 
473-6610/47S4357 

23 Arlington St. Rochester NY 14607 
NYDOT«9657 

Home Improvement 
Real Estate Agents 

HOMEBUYERS: Free credit 
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