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llglous order followmg the death of their

It affects the manner-in which the Vati-
can reacts to theologians whose approach
is different from its'own, and yet entirely
consistent with that of the great majority
of Catholic theologians around the world.

“When ecclesiastical authority rattles
the chains that come with monopolistic as-
piration and forces confrontations with
those who experiment within traditions,

. reinterpret scnptures, or stretch. the

bounds of community,” Martin Ma.rty, the
distinguished church historian, has writ-
ten (Academe, January/February 1998), “it
may smugly satisfy itself.

“But in the eyes-of many,” he continued,
“both academy and church then lose. The
academy suffers because it loses the voice
of potentially creative conversation part-
ners. The church loses because it has had
to coerce where it could not persuade, to
punish where it could not trust, to expel
and exile where it might have profited by

To the extent that the official church
has sinned in this regard, it needs to ac-
knowledge its failings and résolve to
change its pattern of behavior.

Father McBrien is a professor of theology
at the University of Notre Dame. ,
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traya]s ofjesus clearer and mﬁmtely more
revealing than would have been possible
{from our human perspective at least) had
they been written the day after the resur-
rection. .
From here on, the answer to your ques-
tion is brief. The “historical Jesus” is the
“actual” Jesus we might discover hidden
behind the words and events of the pre-

- Scholars (with varying motives and de-
grees of faith) ask: If we dissect and search
beneath the words of the Gospels, what
“real” Jesus — what literal words and ac-
tions of Jesus as he walked this earth —
might we uncover there?

Whatever that Jesus may\be, however,
he will never replace or detract from the
Jesus we know and love by faith, the Jesus
passed over to us by the Spirit, thejesus of

Questions  Jor this column should be sent to:
Father Jokn Dietzen, Holy Trinity Church,
704 N Main St., Bloomington, I 61701.
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Home Improvement

repaired, painted; Wet base-
ment problems. Small jobs
welcome, 20 yrs. exp. Al
Meyvis Jr. 716-392-4435 or

323-2876.

Moving & Hauling

K-D Moving & [ T~
Storage, Inc. il
Experience in office,

h' hold mnving and

or Small, We dn them All!
3-66!0/4734357

23 Arlington St. Rochester NY 14607
) NYDOT#9657
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Painting
& Wallcovering

"BURG-MASTER

PAINTING/PAPERHANGING,
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings -
repaired, rugs shampooed.
Insured, powerwashing. Dan
Burgmaster 716-663-0827.
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