'Unique' volunteers help
Tioga Co. rural

"I can still go down and sit there widi
the people. We work closely together; we
have a good time," Guinan said.
The volunteers not only enjoy their
work, they are important to the operations

By Mike Latona
Staff writer
When it comes to dedication, it's tough
to beat the senior volunteer corps-from
Tioga County Rural Ministry.
And if that group was looking for a
"poster senior," Kathryn Guinan would be
a terrific candidate.
Guinan suffers from cataracts and recently endured a small stroke. Yet she refuses to let those ailments quash her involvement with the rural ministry, where
she has helped out nearly every business
day over the past five years.
"They said they couldn't go on without
me. I say, 'Oh, you're just saying that!'"
laughed Guinan, 77.
The rural ministry, operated by the Sisters of Mercy, maintains an emergency
food pantry and offers other services, such
as providing transportation and cash assistance, for families in need.
GuinaiVs list of activities has included
stocking shelves at die food pantry; filling
bags of groceries; and secretarial duties.
She plans to keep a regular presence even
though doctors have told her to take it easy.

ministry

of the ministry, according to Sister Lisette
O'Brien, RSM, die ministry's director.
"I think that these people are very
unique, they are just so supportive of us,"
Sister O'Brien said.
Bob Wolcott is so supportive of die ministry he continued with it even after enduring lung surgery in late 1996. Wolcott
joked that he got involved in the ministry
"quite by accident" when his wife volunteered him for a project several years ago.
"I've been doing it ever since," remarked
Wolcott, 80.
Since men, Wolcott has spent much of
his volunteer time working with groups of
college students who also assist the rural
ministry. One of their most significant efforts, Wolcott noted, has been to construct
wheelchair ramps for home use by elderly
and handicapped people.
Guinan and Wolcott were part of a large
band of seniors who built new shelves at
the rural ministry's pantry last fall. They
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Tioga County Rural Ministry volunteer Cassia O'Gara, left, plans window treatments with Sister Lisette O'Brien, RSM, for the ministry's storefront Jan. 28.
O'Gara has been a ministry volunteer for 30-plus years.
spent an entire week constructing, and
then stocking, the shelves.
One assistant on that project was
Bernadette Moesch, who celebrated her
85th birthday Feb. 11. Moesch said she has
been volunteering for die ministry since it
was established 20 years ago at the St.
Patrick's Church rectory. Moesch continues to help the food pantry by arranging
baskets and keeping shelves organized.
"I just like to be doing something, I
guess," Moesch commented. "I've met a lot
of interesting people and many beautiful
sisters."
Moesch was referring to the Sisters of
Mercy, who have operated Tioga County
Rural Ministry since its inception.. The
ministry moved to its current location, at
60 North Ave., in die early 1990s.
Another person whose affiliation goes
back to die ministry's early days is Cassie
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• SUITES, PRIVATE AND SEMI PRIVATE ROOMS
• 24 HOUR MEDICAL SUPERVISION
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O'Gara, 64. She helps not only at the food
pantry, but also by driving people without
transportation to appointments.
"When the need arises, I'm there. I
don't think I've ever said no," O'Gara said.
O'Gara said she is moved by die plight
of residents whose financial struggles
make them dependent on the ministry.
"It opens your eyes up to what people
have — and what so many don't have," O'Gara commented.
Sister O'Brien observed that die ministry's volunteers are often recruited
through word of moudi and appeals at local churches. Wolcott, a parishioner at St.
Patrick's Church, noted diat most of die
ministry's senior helpers own ties widi St.
Patrick's. However, he said, die ministry is
supported by die entire community.
"Contributions come in from everybody," Wolcott said.
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Looking for
Quality Printing?

(For Age 50 and Older)

Studio: $290
One Bedroom: $359

"A TRADITION OF LOVE
AND CARING"

467-4544

K

2515 Culver Rd.
(Just South of Keeler Expressway)

One bedroom garden
apartments for Senior Citizens

Througrfa special arrangement
between Wayuga Press and the
Catholic Courier Graphics Department, you can now get quality,
affordable typesetting and printing.

(to us a callforyour next job!
COURIER GRAPHCS • 716-326-4340
WAYUGA PRESS • 315-754-6229

Cotweniet Downtown Location
• Walk to Shopping • On Direct Busline
• All Utilities Included • Laundry
• Intercom System
• Free Wegman's Bus • Cable. TV
• 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance
• Section 8 Accepted
475 East Broad Street, Rochester

(716) 546-3650.
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W I T H THIS K I N D OF LIFESTYLE,
N o WONDER THEY'RE CALLED
THE GOLDEN YEARS.
Town Gate East offers the best of homestyle
living with just the right amount of assisted care
for loved ones who may need it. A partial list of
our amenities includes luxuriously furnished
rooms, housekeeping, laundry and linen services,
recreational programs, supervision of medication
and special diets, 24-hour supervision, secure
environment and much more.

Currently Accepting Applications
1 bedroom second floor apartments now available
$510.00 per month
Security • Independence • Convenient Location

Visit the Town Gate East and see why we add
even more shine to the golden years.

Please call Mr. LeChase at (716) 4674544

ADULT HOME

North Village Apartments

GATEEA&T

2515 Culver Road
(located near the Shire at Culvertpn)

716-381-O282
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