Mother Angelica

Cardinal Mahony demands apology

David E. Foley of Birmingham, Ala.,

LOS ANGELES (CNS) - Cardinal

with the apology had she stopped there.
"However," he said, "I believe that
your apology was so diluted by your continuing commentary that any ordinary
viewer would have found my pastoral letter to be at best confusing and at worst
somehow a dangerous teaching document.
"You yourself used the words 'confused' and 'confusing' at least 30 times
, during the course of that segment, leaving no doubt that you disapproved of
die pastoral letter."
Father Coiro released the text of the
cardinal's letter to Catholic News Service Feb. 12, He said the cardinal gave
permission to release it to journalists
who asked for it after The Wanderer, a national Catholic newspaper, quoted portions of itiin a story in January.
In die letter Cardinal Mahony asked
Mother Angelica to work with Bishop

ff

and apology that would be read without

the Eternal Word

any further comment or commentary."
He said "essential elements" of die
apology would include an acknowledgment that she misjudged die pastoral letter "and you do not question my firm
belief in die full nature of die Eucharist,
nor my teachings about die Eucharist"
He said it was also essential that she
say she does not invite people to disobey
their bishop and that it is not widiin her
competence to do so.
"The Holy Fadier is die only competent authority in die church empowered
to do that," he wrote.
Fadier Coiro told CNS diat it is a violation of church law to incite Catholics
to disobey tiieir bishop. He said diat in
Mother Angelica's "so-called apology
program, she didn't seem to realize die
seriousness of the violations."
In light of die wide dissemination of
Mother Angelica's earlier criticisms,
Cardinal Mahony said he expected diat
an apology and retraction would be
broadcast "on at least four different occasions" before Christmas.
"It is my fond hope and desire diat
this matter can be handled in diis way,
discreedy and without further public
comment by you or by me," he said.
But he added that if a satisfactory
apology and retraction were not forthcoming, he would have "no choice" but
to "pursue the case before the Holy
See."
EWTN President R. William Siteltemeier, contacted by telephone Feb. 3 for
comment on Cardinal Mahony's complaint, said/he had "no comment, no
comment whatsoever."
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back pains that have
kept her in braces for
the past 40 years were
healed after a prayer
session diat included a recitation of the
rosary.
Mother Angelica, 74, disclosed the
healing Jan. 29 on "Life on the Rock," a
youth-oriented talk show diat is shown on
die EWTN cable channel. The healing
took place die day before the program
was broadcast, she said.
On her own EWTN show, "Mother Angelica Live," she always has been, seen
seated. On "Life on the Rock" she was
seen walking a few steps unaided as she
was introduced to a standing ovation
from die studio audience. She also stood
with program host Jeff Cavins for die
length of die show's first segment
Born Rita Rizzo in Canton, Ohio, in
1923, Modier Angelica suffered spinal injuries affecting her back and legs in an accident when she was a nun in Ohio.
Despite successful surgery, she had
worn a brace on her left leg for 40 years.
She started using crutches, and other
braces on her right leg and back, four to
five years ago, she said. Because the
braces stayed hidden underneath Mother
Angelica's habit, Cavins said some may
not have been aware she had worn diem.
Modier Angelica attributed die healing
to die rosary, saying people declare "die
rosary is a weapon" so often diat they forget its power.
"The rosary is powerful for healing.
The rosary is powerfillforinner-strength.
The rosary is powerful," she said.
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he French call it joie de vivre, or love of lire.

% That ability to approach life joyfully and fully
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BIRMINGHAM,
Ala. ( C N S ) - M o t h e r
Angelica, founder of

where EWTN is located, to draw up "a
brief, written statement of retraction

Roger M. Mahony was still seeking a satisfactory response from Mother Angelica of the Eternal Word Television Networkforher nationally broadcast attacks
on his pastoral letter on Sunday Mass,
said the cardinal's press spokesman, Capuchin Father Gregory Coiro.
He said Feb. 3 that he knew of no new
developments since early December,
when Cardinal Mahony, who heads the
Los Angeles Archdiocese, wrote Mother
Angelica a five-page letter demanding a
straightforward apology and retraction.
The cardinal said if that did not h a p
pen he would be forced to pursue a complaint through die Holy See because "I
could not allow my teaching authority
and good name in the Archdiocese of
Los Angeles to be impugned publicly."
He sent a copy of his letter to the Vatican Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic
Life,
The conflict began Nov. 12 when
Mother Angelica, on her nationally syndicated cable television show, "Mother
Angelica Live," accused Cardinal Mahony of denying the-real presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.
"I'm afraid my obedience in that diocese would be absolutely zero. And I
hope everybody else's in that diocese is
zero," she said.
When Cardinal Mahony demanded a
public clarification and apology, she responded Nov. 18 with a one-hour TV
commentary in which she apologized at
the beginning but went on to criticize
the cardinal's pastoral at length, repeatedly saying that she found it confusing.
In his Dec. 1 letter Cardinal Mahony
said he would have been "quite satisfied"

tf u\' tii't\-

proclaims healing

amenities, and the spacious o n e - and two-bedroom
apartment homes. Or, fall in love with the

security

appreciate all that each day has to offer. Every day,

and peace of mind that comes from having priority

residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester's newest and

access to a full continuum of health care services

finest rental retirement community, are finding the

right on the S t Ann's campus.

joy of retirement living. O n c e you ve experienced
- - - a ^ etirement is your time to seize the day and

limiit'

life at Chapel Oaks, you may find yourself falling

Irmn

in love with the. true joy of living all over again.

r^L enjoy life to its fullest; to experience your
"joie de vivre." P l e a s e c a l l ( 7 1 6 ) 3 4 2 - 3 0 5 2

tliiini>

( ( < i / u r i />'•/ irilli

ti In >u-rli(

•WM // «/•- - / / * t r c ' i i m tin- ,lrrt\-n
lilt'

UfLwf

t>l mir llllll•-t.•

I //((/>>•/ ( >tik~ uniiltl
l*ltit i- In in\' tiini

^ £ _ a l l in love with the tradition

tiit tin. I
\\ i' L-iii-ic

/'.• ti

yrmitL'

i/J

iitiiitttTliil

%

of S t Ann's of

Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 125 years

for more information about Cnapel O a k s
or to arrange y o u r personal tour.

all tkat

Once

we n a v e to offer, y o u m a y

has provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling

you see

retirement lifestyle. The location of being pertectly

just rind yourself f a l l i n g i n love w i t n t h e

situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres of the

true joy of l i v i n g all over again!

it-~ it illi tin-

St A n n ' s campus and just m i n u t e s away from
ti^-i-~ttiin
Lwfi

i' ici- i i i ' i ' i l . Hi'/ tillnir

mir iinU'pt'iith'Utw

tiiiftinltnit'
lime

ii~ In

> M , u\- / " " / . •

ill tin' i ipf'i 'I'titn it n
( i v litii\'

tititl

Rochester's finest shopping, entertainment and
cultural activities. The independence

to continue

an active lifestyle without routine maintenance and
tiresome daily chores. T h e value of a rental concept

mi H ' H I T ; , ' -

with no entrance fee, which makes Chapel Oaks
( inn c \ tin \ u-i /.'
(' / / i ; r i ' /

\lk'iii-i>ii.

IniiniK'iiiwil,

>is|i'iv

A I'll'

Rochester's most affordable retirement living
optio|n. Th e convenience

of exceptional services and

lurk

PAGE 6

CATHOLIC COURIER

A GROWING T R A D I T I O N .
1 5 5 0 Portland A v e n u e Rochester, N Y 1 4 6 2 1

(716) 342-3052
An affiliate of St. Ann s of Greater Rochester,

DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER. NY

Inc.

FEBRUARY 12

&

1998

