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Vatican hopes for peace in Iraq crisis 
By John Thavis 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY - Popfe John Paul II 
and other Vatican officials were following 
the unfolding developments in Iraq with 
apprehension in early February, hopeful 
that dialogue would prevent a new U.S. 
military strike against Iraqi targets. 

The pope discussed the Iraqi situation 
with Iraniaip Foreign Minister Kamal Khar-
razi, who was working to help ward off a 
military confrontation in the wake of Iraq's 
refusal to allow unconditional U.N. in­
spection of suspected weapons sites. 

Following his private talks with the pope 
Feb. 2, Kharrazi told Vatican Radio that he 
thought the international community had 
a responsibility to help prevent further mil­
itary action. 

"I believe both sides have to show re­
straint and prudence. A military operation 
is not going to help. I believe we need con­
certed efforts to encourage Iraqis to abide 
by the resolutions of the (U.N.) Security 
Council," he said. 

He said he thought a military strike 
would only add to regional tensions and 
widen the gap between the United States 
and Iraq. 

Vatican sources, meanwhile, said the 
Holy See was working quietly through 
diplomatic channels to forestall another 
round of military action against Iraq. They 
said the Vatican's position on Iraq was ex­
pressed by die pope last November, when 
he urged both sides to insist on dialogue 
and diplomacy as the way to "preserve and 
strengthen respect for justice and interna­
tional law." The, pontiff was an adamant 
critic of die 1991 Gulf war against Iraq, say­
ing the possibilities of dialogue had not 
been exhausted. 

The sources also pointed to die pope's 
January address to the diplomatic corps, 
in which he called die ongoing embargo 
against Iraq "pitiless," as his clearest recent 
statement on the Iraqi situation. In his talk 
to the diplomats, the pope appealed to 
Iraqis and die West to show flexibility and 
end die country's isolation. ? 

"I must call upon the consciences of 
diose who, in Iraq and elsewhere, put po­
litical, eeonomic or strategic considera­
tions before die fundamental good of the 

. people, and I ask diem to show compas­
sion," die pope said. 

"The weak and die innocent cannot pay 
for mistakes for which they are not re­
sponsible," he said. He added his hope tiiat 

Iraq could regain a normal position in die 
international community. 

Cardinal Achille Silvestrini, a veteran 
Vatican diplomat and prefect of the Con­
gregation for Eastern-rite Churches, told 
Catholic News Service Feb. 3 diat die Vat­
ican was still hoping for a peaceful' resolu­
tion of die current crisis. 

"Obviously, an agreement must be die 
fruit of good will on both sides, and, natu­
rally, in observance of die international 
norms given by the United Nations," he 
said. 

He acknowledged diat many in die West 
believe diat Iraqi President Saddam Hus­
sein is inflexible and should suffer die con­
sequences. 

"But die consequences are also suffered 
by die (Iraqi) population, and we give a pri­
ority to tiiis humanitarian aspect — all die 
more when it's a matter of new attacks or 
acts of war," he said. 

Cardinal Silvestrini said his congrega­
tion hears continually from representatives 
of the several million Eastern-rite 
Catholics in Iraq about die harm caused 
by the embargo, particularly to children 
and die elderly. 

"We are worried about tiiis," he said. He 
said die embargo, imposed in 1990, was 
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Iraqi women hold up an automatic rifle 
in front of a poster of Saddam 
Hussein in Baghdad Feb. 1. 
hurting Iraq's weakest 

"We hope and ask that an international 
solution may be found diat, at die very 
least, lessens die suffering of diis country," 
he said. 

Cardinal Silvestrini said diat in manag­
ing die current crisis, international leaders 
should remember that "diere exists a re­
sponsibility for die good of die human per­
son which must take precedence." 
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