
"If you're happy with yourself and 
your situation, it's all the better," 
Sarah said. 

For the time being, though, Nik ' 
Hall said that marriage is one of the 
furthest thoughts from his mind. 

"Marriage is not something I put 
high on my list of priorities right . 
now. It's hot a very important issue in 
high school; 
I. think what's more 
important is thinking about 
getting good grades and get­
ting into college," 
said Nik, 15, from Elmira's Eastside 
Parish. He's a sophomore at Elmira 
Notre Dame High School. 

On the other hand, marriage is a 
very current topic for a couple in 
Rochester's 19th Ward youth group. 

Carta Logan, 18, and John Zynda, 
16, have been dating since the 
summer of 1996. Although they may 
not get married for at least a couple 
of years, they emphasized that they 
plan to be together for life. 

John, still in his junior year at 
Aquinas Institute, said he's certain of 
his feelings toward Carta. 

"We started getting closer and clos­
er, and I thought, this is die person I 
want to spend the rest of my life 
with," John said. "I'm totally r 

prepared to get married now, but I 
think it's best to wait until I at least 
finish high school and we could 
afford to live together." 

Carta, also, feels comfortable about 
the possibility of marriage in her 
near future. 
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"I've always w a n t e d a 
l i f e long re la t ionship . I 

prefer it a s early as poss ib le , 
personal ly ," 
said Carta, who graduated from 
Nazareth Academy last June. She is 
currently working two jobs, and she 
and John both plan to attend college. 

Although some friends and family 
members have 
questioned if it's wise to 
be married so soon, 
Carta stated her 
grandmother was 16 and 
her grandfather was 19 
when they tied die knot 
— and they're still happily 
married. 

"I don't- think age 
matters. Love has no 
bounds," Carta said. 

Carta admitted that 
she's aware of the high 
divorce rate in die United 
States. She suggested diat 
this trend exists because people are 
overly concerned with individual 
goals. 

"Materialism and money — it's a 
dog-eat-dog world. People think, 'I 
have to think only of myself to 
survive,'" Carta said. "There's so 
many marriages that are falling 
apart." 

Sarah Echter 

But she and John feel they will be 
able to rise above this attitude. 

"If you go by what other people say 
and dp, it can do4iarm"E5~y6ur 
relationship. It's how you feel about 
each other," Carta said. 

"Relationships have to be 
selfless in order to survive," 
John added. "It pretty much comes 

down to what people's 
definition of love is, and^ 
how faithful they want to 
be to their marriage." 

"Instead of'I, I, I ' - i t ' s 
got to be 'us,'" Carta said. 

That element of 
commitment, Sarah said, 
is die main reason she's 
so thrilled about the 
upcoming wedding of Jo-
di Gardner, the 19th 
Ward parish's youth min­
ister, this spring. 

"It's exciting to 
see two people 

committing themselves to 
each other. It's beautiful," -

Sarah said. 

Coming next week: 
Listening 

Beautiful Weddings begin at 

*%• DAN'S 
CRAFTS & THINGS 
Hand-Crafted Silk Flowers 

only your fiance is as unique, 
only your love is as everlasting. 

Wedding Accessories• Ribbon and Lace • Headpieces 
Party Favor Supplies • Veiling • Cake Tops 

• "How-To" Books and videos 
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PHONE OUR BRIDAL CONSULTANT FOR A FREE APPOINTMENT 
WE SPECIALIZE IN HELPING YOU 

* 352 EMPIRE BLVD. •ROCHESTER, NY 14609 
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by Thomas Groome 

•^ Destined to become a landmark book 
for educators and parents. 

if It will Influence the overall quality of 
education throughout the country. 
"There is a growing public demand for educational 
reform but most proposals are limited to technical 
and piecemeal solutions—like how to raise math 
scores. Surely what is needed is a bold spiritual vision 
that renews the foundations of why and how we 
educate. Educating for Life addresses the very soul 
of educators it will inspire every teacher and parent" 

Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C. 
President Emeritus, University of Notre Dame 

"Thomas Groome in his new work continues to do what he 
has done exceedingly well in the past—to invite and encourage 
people to enter into dialogue around serious issues." 

Maureen Shaughnessy, S.C. 

"Educating for Life is sure to be an important resource for 
parents and teachers for years to come." 

Catherine McNamee 
Institute for Christian Social Thought. University of St Thomas 

ORDER NOW! 
Hardcover / 472 pages / $29.95 

0-88347-383-6/#7383 
(Study guides for this book are 

only $1.95 each) 
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