
'pu know the stereotype: 
Teenage girl finishes reading a 
romance novel, shuts her eyes 

and smiles. She lets out a wistful sigh. 
Is this a fair and accurate image? 

Tabitha Cicora thinks so. 
"A lot of girls get taught that your 

prince is going to ride up on his 
white horse and take you away," said 
Tabitha, 17, a parishioner at Eastside 
Catholic Parish in Elmira. 

Sarah Echter admitted that she 
occasionally takes this trip into 
dreamland herself. 

"I sometimes pick up the bridal 
magazines at the store and look 
through the pages while I'm waiting 
in line. It must be that little fantasy 
part of me left over," said Sarah, 18, 
from Rochester's Roman Catholic 
Community of the 19th. Ward. 

Yet Sarah and ottier diocesan teens 
have found that as they mature, the 
fantasies about and realities of 
marriage become more clearly 
separated. 

"My parents, thank God, are happi
ly married. But I have friends whose 
parents are divorced. When I was 
younger, I thought everybody's 
parents were happily married," Sarah 
said. 
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"We all want it to 
happen to us . But 
(marriage) takes a lot 
of work. You just can't 
sit and say, 
'Everything is going to 
g o OK,'" Tabitha added. 

Tabitha said that she 
learned about some 
of die more challeng
ing issues in 
marriages — planning 
a wedding; working 
out financial matters; 
having children — 
during a human 
development course 
she took at Elmira 
Southside High School last year. 
Tabitha is a junior at Southside. 

Sarah was enlightened about 
similar matters during a portion of 
her tiieology class at Our Lady of 
Mercy High School last year. She 
recalled tiiat students were asked 
"when we thought people started act
ing like adults, and had the ability to 
decide if marriage is die right step 
for you or not." 

Although Sarah said she plans to 
get married and raise a family, dial > 

. is unlikely to 
occur before she 
has completed college. She 
explained that she wouldn't feel 
able to devote adequate time to both 
marriage and school. 

"I think it would be very difficult," 
said Sarah, a senior at Mercy. 

Sarah observed that the more indi
vidual goals you achieve first, the . 
more prepared you'll be to commit 
to-another person.*.? — âĵ i*i™an» 

Natural Family Planning 
building strong couples & strong families 

the natural way. 

THE HEALTH ASSOCIATION1 

Outreach Services 

Register now for our next series of workshops 
beginning February 26 

Call for information: 423-9490 x668 

When only the best will do 
on her special day. 

ft lenneis 
Fixe Daytime Apparel A Eveningwear 

3 Monroe Avenue • Pitlsford Village 
Parking in rear 

385-2481 
Mon. thru Fri. 10-6 • Saturday 10-5 

Evenings by appointment 
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