) ' ”ou know the stereotypé:
Y Teenage girl finishes reading a

Is this a fair and accurate image?
Tabitha Cicora thinks so.

“A lot of glrls get taught that your
prince is going to ride up on his
white horse and take.you away,” said
Tabitha, 17, a parishioner at Eastside
Catholic Parish in Elmira. .

Sarah Echter admitted that she
occasionally takes this trip into
dreamland herself.

“I sometimes pick up the bridal
magazines at the store and look

in line. It must be that little fantasy
.part of me left over,” said Sarah, 18,
| from Rochester’s Roman Catholic
Community of the 19th. Ward.

have found that as they mature, the
fantasies about and realities of
marriage become more clearly
separated.

“My parents, thank God, are happi-
ly married. But I have friends whose
parents are divorced. When I was
younger, I thought everybody’s
parents were happily married,” Sarah
said. :
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_ romance novel, shuts her eyes
and smiles. She lets out a wistful sigh.

g0 OK,’” Tabitha added.

.ing issues in

through the pages while I'm waiting -

" Southside ngh School last year.
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“We all want.it to
happen to us. But
(marriage) takes a lot
of work. You just can’t
sit and say,
‘Everything is going to

Tabitha said that sxhe
learned about some .
of the more challeng-

marriages — planning
a wedding; working .
out financial matters;
having children —
during a human
development course
she took at Elmira

Tabitha is a junior at Southside.

Sarah was enlightened about occur before she _
similar matters during a portion of has completed college. She
her theology class at Our Lady of explained that she wouldn’t feel

Mercy High School last year. She
recalled that students were asked.

able to devote adequate time to both
marriage and school.

“I think it would be very difficult,”
said Sarah, a senior at Mercy.

Sarah observed that the more indi-

ing like adults, and had the ability to
decide if mamage is the right step

for you or not.” vidual goals you achieve first, the
Although Sarah said she plans to more prepared you’ll be to commit
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