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Letters Pohcy

The Catholic:Gourier ishes to pro-:

vide space for readers throughout the

diocese to aq)ms opinions on all sides of”

" the issues! We welcorh€ original, signed

letters about current issues. affcctmg
church life. - .

Although we cannot publish every let-
ter we receivé, we seek, insofar as possi-
ble, to provide a balanced representation
of expressed opinions-and a variety of re-
flections on life in the church. We will

- choose lettérs for publication based ori

likely reader interest, timeliness and a
sense of fair play. Our discerning readers
may determine whether to agree or dis-
agree with the letter writers’ opinions.
Letters miust not exceed 500 words.
Anonymous {etters and the use of pseu-

" donyms are unacceptable. We reserve the

right to edit letters for legal and other

_ COncerns. Withmpccttoermnmsub-

mitted text, we will corfect spelling only.

Mail letters to: Catholic Courier, P.O.
Box 24379, Rochester, N.Y. 14624. Please
include your full name, phone number
and complete address for purposes of ver-
ification.

B 4figand proclaiming the Gospel at-Mass.

 THe RE-CREAT:ON or—’ MAN

Questlons fellow author
on sweeping allegation

To the editors:

 Tam loath to criticize a “fellow-author,”
but I must question a statement made by
- Father Shamon in his “Word for Sunday”
of December 11, 1997. He makes; the ab-
solute statement — I know he is fond of
absolutes— that “College ethic courses are
teaching little about private decency, hon-
esty, personal responsibility of honor.”

I'have taught ethics myself for a quite a
number of years; and, as a lorigtihe mem-
ber of the College Theology Society, 1
kilow quite a few ethics’ teachers Idon't

Enow any who teach the kind of ethics

coursés which Fatlier Shariion alleges we

* are teaching.

**While I am writing thls letter; T mxght

" aswe]l make another point:. Some people

seein to feel that whenever a priest men-
tions gays and lesbians, he fails in his re-
sponsibilities, unless he states emphau—

- cally the Vafican' position that

homosexual activity is sinful. I find it
strange that thiese same people do not in-
sist that, whenever a priest speaks about
marriage, he fails in his responsibilities if
he does not state that every act of inter-

© course iii marriage must be open to pro-

creation. Yet this is fthe stated position of
the Vatican teaching on contraception in
the encyclical, Humanae Vitae; and, if
opinion polls mean anything, it appears
that a large’ Tumber of Catholics find dif
ficulty in accepting the position.

) Monslgnor William H. Sliannon
East Aveniie, Rochester

' Debate over lay preachmg
dev olves mto sexist attacks

" To the editors:

. ~=~#As:an-occasional layq:oreachengn |y |
 parish; I'was interested in yoiirNovexﬁberr :
7. §-Cover story on this issae. 1 app

tht’mt;erences to G?noﬂ ,76 and the dig-”
tinctibn that was madebétween pveacl’t

I believe that the ambiguities mentioned
apply especially to daily Masses, where I

- préach“However, the article did not dis-

cus’s»theikmds of worship services where
lay pgopie are clearly permitted to preach.
afd proclaim the-Gospel. Nor did it con-.
. sider the desirability of a preacher s con-

' ""‘!nltmg the faith . community in the’

process of-preparing a homily or sermon.

a & ¥'believe that good preaching is essen-
- tial to good worshlp, and that the glft for

idted- |

preachmg is not limitéd to the ordained,
al,thengh it'should be a requirgment for
ordmatron‘ The article mentioned §ome

. of; {he pain women preachers’ “Have felt

when»they are criticized.for p:‘eaeh'mg or

“whénpedple walk-oiit diting théir. sert

" monis. 1 experience pain when a layman is® .
praised for his words from the pulpit, but
a woman is defiounced. What was a legit-
imate dliscyssion about the desirability of
lay preaching has become yet another at-
tack on women. | . - ‘
F mally, Bishop Clark’ ] cothments on:
the origins of reform in the church doap-
ply to this' ‘question of who can, break .
open the Word of God to God's people.
= - Sheryl B. Zébel -
* ‘Lyndon Roai; Falrport

- Rethink prlor1t1es for the new year

. To the editors:

: Asthe Advent of a new liturgical year
. pmceeds upon us, my reflection wonders
if the veice of the prophet today might
not beckon us all, “Rethink your priori-
ties, O people of God!”
When we seem, of late, to spend more
time, energy and thought on who should -

_proclaim and preach the ‘Gospel in our -

‘midst, whether the church should indeed
welcome and love all people even gays
and lesbians, or whose role is greater, lay
or cleric, than to work together to the ben-

. efit of our children, the p00r or éven

stand up for economic justice rightin our
own_community as thousands of people
are put out of work for the sake of Wall
Street satisfaction, I for one must side

" with the admonition of the so-called
prophetic voice and rethink prioritjes.
Tom Jewell, Director of Worship
St Helen s Church, Rochester-
© via'e-mail



http://www.cathoikxxMirier.com
mailto:cathcour@frontiernet.net
catholiccouner.com

