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Obituaries

Fr. Robert Miller; taught philosophy

‘Father Robert Crace Miller, CSB, a
Rochester native who served in the dio-

cese a number of years, died Dec, 21,
1997, at Providence Centre near Toronto,
following a long illness. He was 85.
Born to-the late William and Margaret
(Nelligan) Miller in Rochester, Father
Miller graduated from Nazareth Hall
and Aquinas Institute. He received his
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the
University of Toronto, and his Ph.D., un-

der the direction of Etienne Gilson, from

the Institute of Medieval Studies in
Toronto. -

Father Miller entered the Basilian Fa-
~.thers in 1938 and was ordained Aug, 15,
" 1943, He served in Rochester, Houston,
Saskatoon, Toronto and Windsor, teach-
ing and writing.- ' '

“He was always a person of great detail
and precision,” stated his brother, Father
Thomas Miller, CSB, of Rochester, “no
doubt the product of his intensive studies
and attention to distinctions so necessary
to avoid error and to be faithful to
Catholic teachings and to the teachings of
St. Thornas Aquinas and to Thomas’ men-
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tor, St. Al
bert the

Great.”
"“Even
- though his vi-
sion was
poor here, he

atific vision,”
he added, ex-
plaining Fa-
ther Miller had suffered progressive eye
problems.

Father Miller taught philosophy at the
University of Toronto; University of
Saskatchewan; University of St. Thomas
in Houston, where he also was chair of
the philosophy department; University of
Tororito; and University of Windsor.

Father Miller moved back to Rochester
in 1959 to help his parents during their

" declining 'years, his brother said. He

chaired the philosophy department at St.
John Fisher College, 1953-69, and taught
at Fisher until 1977. He assisted at Sacred
Heart Cathedral for two years before be-
coming adjunct professor of philosophy

had the be-.

at Nazareth Col]ege,~ 1978-88.
His writings included two books and

numerous articles in various scholarly .

publications, The New Catholic Encyclope-
dia and the Encyclopedia of Philosophy.
He was associate editor of The New

Scholasticism 1956-63; executive commit- -

tee chairman, Canadian Philosophy As-
sociation 1953-55; executive council mem-
ber, American Catholic Philosophy
Association 1960-64; and editor, Canadi-
an Priests’ Magazine 1944-48.

“Bob used to tell me that ‘Eaten bread
is soon forgotten’ and that few people are
interested in one’s accomplishments,” his
brother said in his funeral sermon. “This
is so true. God and Father Bob know what
dedication and hard work went into. his

many many contributions to the world’s |

Catholic philosophical knowledge.”

. The priest was predeceased by his
brothers David, John and Father
Richard Miller, SJ.

. His funeral Mass was celebrated Dec.
23 in Cardinal Flahiff Basilian Centre,
Toronto. Interment was in Holy Cross
Cemetery, Thornhill, Ontario.

Fr. Xavier Butler, 78; missionary

Father Xavier Butler, a Franciscan Fri-
ar of the Atonement who taught in Mon-
tour Falls, died Dec. 16, 1997, in Garri-
son, N.Y. He was 78.

Born in Boston, he entered his order in
1934 and was ordained a priest in 1947,
After obtaining a master’s degree in phi-
losophy from Catholic University of
America in Washington, D.C., one of his
earliest assignments as a priest was teach-
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ROMAN CATHOLIC
DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER

. Director of Development

The Diocese of Rochester,
serving 400,000 Catholics in
a 12-county region is seeking
an experienced professional
to lead its development pro-
gram. The program has
attracted more than $95
million in its 10-year exis--
tence and includes a $5 mil-
lion, annual giving campaign.
The executive-level Diocesan

Director of Development reports to the Vicar General. The depart-
ment includes Annual Giving, Major and Planned gifts and Donor
Relations divisions and has a staff of seven.

Successful candidates will possess a demonstrated record of
achievement in a university-or college-style development program,
a collaborative approach to problem-solving and proven history in
leadership and management. Desired qualifications include bache-
dor’s degree, but preferably a master’s degree, in related field; more

- than five years experience in foundation, development or institu-
tional advancement for a major institution; strategic planning and

"marketing experience in the developmen’ field; excellent communi-
cations and presentation skills and familidrity with Catholic culture.

“The Diocese of Rochester offers an excellent compensation and
benefits package, comparable to business and university environ-
ments, including relocation package. Rochester possesses a nation-
wide reputation as a highly philanthropic community, including the
highest per capita giving to the United Way in the nation.

‘Submit a letter of interest, resume and the names of at least -
three professional references by no later than january 30, 1998 to:

SEARCH COMMITTEE

‘ Diocese of Rochester, 1150 Buffalo Road
Rochester, NY 14624-1890

The Diocese of Rochester is an Equal Opportunity Employer

ing at St. John's Seminéry in Montour
Falls. : '

In addition to his stint at St. John’s, Fa-

ther Butler worked in various ministries
linked with his order, including missions
and vocation work, in North Carolina,
Texas, Michigan, Massachusetts and
British Columbia. He returned to Garri-
son in 1990 to serve as mission coordina-
tor at Graymoor, the order’s headquar-
ters.

His funeral Mass was celebrated Dec.

"18 in the Little Flower Chapel at Gray-

moor. Internment took place at the friars’
cemetery.

Yadda,
Yadda, .
Yadda....
Just Apply
to Gannon!

For more information about Gannon —
Northwestern Pennsylvania’s premier Catholic
University — call (800) GANNON-U. .
Don’t delay; forward your application and high
" school transcript today and you'll receive
an admissions decision in two weeks.
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109 University Square, Erie, Pennsylvania, 16541-0001
Phone Toll-Free (800) GANNOR-U
Internet: Admissions@Gannon.Edu
Web Site: www.gannon.edu
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