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BY JOE SARNICOLA

n the town of Cana, in Galilee, there

was a wedding. Jesus was there with

his disciples. His mother, Mary,
here as well. :

Everyone was celebrating the marnage
f the bride and groem, and the father of
he bride was especially proud — until his
ervants told him some bad news. The
vine was almost gone, yet it was much
oo early for the guests to start leaving.

The host explained his predicament to
Aary, who had been his friend for a long
ime. ) .
il to do?” He asked. “T will

“What a
.ave insulted my guests, and brought
“ame upon myself and my household.”

Mary reassured him, “Perhaps there is
smething I can do to help.”

Mary walked through the crowd of -

cople until she found Jesus. She leaned
ver and whispered in his ear, “My son,

” ur host is almost out of wine. I know you

re able to help him.”

Jesus looked up at his mother.

“Please do not ask this of me,” he said.
Itis not yet time for me to do such
Tings.” :

But-Mary calkd the servants over and
ld them, “Whatever my son tells you to
«0, follow his instructions exactly.”

Jesus asked the servants 1o show him
‘here any vessels for water were kept.
hey brought him to the back of the

+ wuse, where there were six large empty
s,

“Fill them to the brim with fresh ‘wa-

ter,” Jesus said. -

The servants brought water from the
well until the jars could hold no more.

“Now,” Jesus said, “you may draw from
the jars and have the banquet master
taste it before serving the guests.”

After tasting the wine — which was no
longer water — that the servants had

_brought him, the banquet master ap-

proached the father of the bride.
“Sir, you are a remarkable man,” the
banquet master said. “I have ;mendedl
many weddings and other celebrations as
banquet master. In every case, the better
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. pened, was not sure what the banquet
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wines were served first and after that the
lesser quality wines were brought out.”
The host, unaware of what had hap-

master was going to say. Did he know he
had run out of wine? Was the wine he
had served of a poor quality? Had he of
fended his guests and his daughter?

“This wine you have just given me to

have ever drunk,” the banquet master

continued. “Everyone will remember this

gesture of respect on your part for a long
time to come.”
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READ MORE ABOUT IT:
- John 2

Who told Jesus the wine was gone?
What happened to the water in the jars?

Puzzl

in the phrase, “The
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M How many names of biblical men and women can you find

e Answers on page 7.

first miracle of Jesus?”
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