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mm wmvm Ministry brings parish even closer to neighbors 
ByMikeLatona 
Staff writer 

ROCHESTER - Less than half a block 
separates the 125 St Paul St. Plaza Apart­
ments from Our Lady of Victory Church 
on Pleasant Street. 

Yet that short span includes four lanes of 
downtown traffic, making elderly residents 
of the apartments skittish about attending 
functions at the church. 

"It's hard for us to get across die street 
for church," resident Dolores Nobes said. 

So instead, the parish staff brings its 
ministry to tfiose who live in die 520-unk 
Plaza Apartments high-rise complex. 

The Our Lady of Victory/St. Joseph 
Parish staff launched an extensive outreach 
effort in January 1997 to better serve the 
Plaza Apartments tenants' spiritual needs. 
The list of activities includes First Friday 
Mass; Bible study; special holiday worship 
services; open forum discussions; and min­
istry to die sick and infirmed. 

"Three-quarters of die people who 
come to die worship services do not come 
across die street (to die church)," noted 
Gene Zulauf, pastoral minister at Our La­
dy of Victory/St Joseph. Zulauf conducts 
most of ministry's programs. 

Some seniors — fearful of becoming 
crime victims — even balked at leaving 
dieir rooms when die ministry began, said 
Father Winfried Kellner, Our Lady of Vic­
tory/St Joseph pastor. 

"They'd lock dieir door and not come 

Greg FrancU/Staff photographer 
Front, from left, Genevieve Ricciardo, Clarice Oewind and Rose Hennelly join in 
a candlelight service preceding a Bible study in the Community Room of 125 St. 
Paul St. Plaza Apartments, Rochester, Dec. 15. Gene Zulauf, pastoral minister for 
Our Lady of Victory/St Joseph Parish, officiated. 
out," Father Kellner said. "But Gene (Zu­
lauf) has been able to alleviate diat" 

Zulauf said that he encourages people 
by being upbeat and outgoing. 

"I'm die hugging guy around here," Zu­
lauf said with a smUe. 

Nobes applauded Zulauf s efforts, say­
ing, "He gives off a lot of warmth. It's very 
contagious. He certainly has been a great 
asset; he's such a warm and caring person." 

Most of die ministry's events are held in 
die complex's Community Room. Father 
Kellner noted that Plaza Apartment ad­
ministration has been "very good about 

giving us time and space." The apartments 
were funded by die U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 

One of die ministry's most popular pro­
grams is a pair of discussion groups held 
on Mondays and Tuesdays. These open fo­
rum gatherings touch on religious and so­
cial issues as well as self-help topics, such as 
how to make friends. 

"Basically, the forum is about all sub­
jects. It's not just about religion," resident 
Marie D'Aiutolo said. "It's a learning and 
growing experience." 

"It's very interesting. It gives us an out­

let," Nobes added. 
Despite the wide range of topics, D'Aiu-

tolo said, one important rule is observed by 
-the discussion groups at all times. 

"No gossip!" she emphasized; 
Our Lady of Viciory/St. Joseph also co­

ordinates a monthly First Friday Mass in 
the Community Room, as well as a new 
ministry known as "The Sunshine Glub.". 

"If somebody is going to the hospital or 
is ill, we send a sunshine card," resident 
Helen Rudman explained. 

During Advent and Lent, Our Lady of 
Victory/St. Joseph offers weekly Bible 
study and special religious services for the 
Plaza Apartments community. In addition, 
die Monday and Tuesday discussion 
groups enhanced dieir holiday season by 
holding a joint Thanksgiving dinner. 

Although many participants are 
Catholic, Father Kellner said that the min­
istry is "ecumenical" in nature. 

"Everybody is welcome, no matter 
what," said resident Celia- Donahue. 

Many positive results have already 
emerged from die ministry, resident Sue 
Secoresaid. 

"It really took a lot of courage on some 
people's parts to come down here. Now we 
have diat bond," Secore remarked. 

Another resident, Anna Willis, agreed 
that die sense of community has swelled 
due to die new ministry provided by Our 
Lady of Victory/St. Joseph. 

"I find diat I talk to people more than I 
used to," Willis commented. 
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< SUITES, PRIVATE AND SEMI PRIVATE ROOMS 
' 24 HOUR MEDICAL SUPERVISION 
• COMPLETE DIETETIC SERVICES 
•TRANSPORTATION 
- SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
- UNIQUE TEMPORARY STAY 

"A TRADITION OF LOVE 
AND CARING1' 

467-4544 

2515 Culver Rd. 
(Just South of Keeier Expressway) 

W I T H THIS K I N D OF LIFESTYLE, 
N o WONDER THEY'RE CALLED 

THE GOLDEN YEARS. 
Town Gate East offers the best of homestyle 
living with just the right amount of assisted care 
for loved ones who may need it. A partial list of 
our amenities includes luxuriously furnished 
rooms, housekeeping, laundry and linen services, 
recreational programs, supervision of medication 
and special diets, 24-hpur supervision, secure 
environment and much more. 

Visit the Town Gate East and see why we add 
even more shine to the golden years. 
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PACKAGE INCLUDES: 
• All medications 
• 24-hr. nursing service 
• Full medical care & 

health maintenance 
' Two delicious meqjs . 
• Modern apartments 
• Housekeeping service 
• Cable TV 
• Social & recreational 

activities •-

THE HERITAGE 
More than the comforts of home. 

At The Heritage, you'll enjoy living in a friendly, caring 
community of physicians, nurses, and friends. Plus a range of 

services, like our pharmacy, hair salon, country 
^ f \ A store, chapel with interfaidi services, and recreation 
^W c / T C all under one roof! The Heritage offers many more 

comforts along with die freedom to plan your own 
J^ D A Y days. So call (716) 342-1700 today for a tour and 

consultation. We'll be happy to explain how we can 
accommodate your schedule, financial situation, and die 
services you desire. 
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1450 PORTLAND AVENUE, ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14621 
(716) 3421700ext 276 Eileen RyanMaruke 

Web Home Page • http://www.stannsrochester.org 
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