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Pope condemns massacre in Chiapas

CASTEL GANDOLFO ltaly (CNS) -
Pope John Paul If condemned the mas-
sacre of 45 Mexican peasants and called
for continued dlalogue to resolve the so-
cial tensions in the southern Chiapas
state. _

Mexican authorities charged a mayor
and some 40 others in the Dec. 22 attack
on the village of Acteal. Men, women-and
children — many of whom had been pray-
ing in church — were slain by gunfire and
their bodijes dlsflgured aflerward with
machetes.|

“The joy of this Christmas holiday has
been disturbed by a cruel episode in a
church of the San Cristobal de las Casas
Diocese in Mexico, where a number of
people gathered in prayer were massa-
cred,” the pope said at a noon blessing
Dec. 26 at his villa outside Rome.

“With a deeply saddened soul, I raise a
prayer of supplication for the victims and
implore the Lord’s comfort for relatives
and for the Catholic community,” he said.

“I hopelthe solutions to the social prob-
lems hanging over Chiapas will be sought
in dialogue and-in fraternal solidarity,”
he added.,

Blshop Samuel RLHZ Garcia of San
Cristobal de las Casas celebrated a funer-
al Mass in the village, praying over the
coffins of'each victim and asking for for-
giveness. Those killed were Tzotzil Indi-
ans. Their relatives recited prayérs in their
native language. -9

After the lullmgs tensions remained
high in the region and thousands of peas-
anis were reported to have fled their
homes in fear of other attacks by paramil-
itary groups that roam the Chiapas state.

Leftist rebels have accused the govern-

ment of condoning the latest attack, an
accusation 'strongly denied by national
and state authorities. Survivors of the
massacre said the attackers were mostly
men from'a neighboring village who be-
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Bishop Samuel Ruiz Garcia of San Cristobal de Las Casas celebrates Christmas
Mass before 45 villagers gunned down Dec. 22 in Acteal, Chiapas, Mexico.

longed to Mexico’s ruling Institutional
Revolutionary Party.

A Dec. 22 statement issued by the Dio-
cese of San Cristobal de las Casas called
the killings a “bloody massacre” by an
armed group of “paramilitary men or
death squads from the area.” It asked
“permanent prayers” that the killings end
against the Indians.

The statement did not say who was be-
hind the murders.

It described the Indians as displaced
people who were living in a temporary en-

sisters belong to a civic and pacifist group
called ‘Las Abejas’ (the Bees), a group
which is seeking a negotiated and political
solution, without the use of violence” to
the region’s conflicts, it said.

Among the signers of the diocesan
statement were Father Felipe Toussaint,
vicar general, and Father Gonzalo Ituarte,
vicar for justice and peace.

At least 3,500 people have fled because

al Human Rights Commission president,
Mireille Rocatti, according to news re-

they are afraid of attack, said the Nation- .

g ‘? life at C]'lape] Oa]zs, you m;y find yourself falling

\H./ nroeester b € ./I.I;'«‘/

Ay .III./

{

campment after being forced to flee their | ports from the region.
homes becaiise of the violence in the area. Local Indian leaders say 8,000 people
“This group-of displaced brothers and have fled.

“T Fell in Love With the

e French call it joie de vivre, or love of life.
That ability to approach life joyfully and funy

- appreciate all that each day has to offer. Every day,
" residents of Cllapel Oalzs, Rochester’s newest and

finest rental retirement community, are ﬁndmg the

amenities, and the spacious one- and two-bedroom
apartment homes. Or, fall in love with the security
and peace of mind that comes from having priority
access to a full continuum of health care services
right on the St. Ann’s campus.

joy of retirement living. Once you've experienced
oy ¢ Yol *pe etirement is your time to seize the day and

& enjoy life to its fullest; to experience your
“ioie de vivre.” Please call (716) _342-3052'
for more ihfor_mation about Chapel Oaks

in love with the true joy of livihg all over again.

all in Jove with the tradition of St. Ann's of
: Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 125 years
has proviclecl senior adults with a truly fulﬁﬂmg
retirement lifestyle. The Jocation of being perfectly
sxtuaied on 14 l)eauﬁful, secluded acres of the ‘
St Ann's campus and just minutes away from
Rochester’s finest él’lopping, entertainment and
cultural activities. The independence to continue
an active lifesty]e without routine maintenance and
tiresome clally chores. The value of a rental congcept
- Wltl'l no entrance fee, Wl’llCh malzes Cl‘lapel Oaks
Rochester's most affordable retirement ]wmg

or to arrange your personal tour. Once
you see all that we have to offer, you may
just find yourself _falling in love with the
true joy of living all over again!

i

A GROWING TRADITION.

1550 Portland Avenue Rochester, NY 14621

(716) 342-3052
- option. The convenience of exceptional services and

Security and Convenience”

An affihate of St. Ann's of Greater Rockestev:, Inc. @
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