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Create an enmronment that supports life

Happy New Year I hope 1998 will be a

year of growth and blessings for you and
those you love. And I pray that all of us will

continue to help our local church to em- -

| brace ‘wnh joyful, confident hearts the chal-

lengesiand opportunities that lie before us.
+Defénding life is one issue that — by
Gospel mandate and synod commitment — -
continues to challenge us. We are committed
to support human life at all stages, particu-
larly when it is challenged by abortion, capi-
tal punishment, euthanasia, poverty, violence
and war. Yet these threa(% continue to extin-
guish human life every day. -
As we come to the end of this Christmas

. season,'I want to focus on the challenge

aboruon presents to human life and to our

- commitment to defend life. I think thls focus
. is especially appropriate now for two rea-
" sons: First, our attention has been focused

_on the child, Jesus, and his message that we

would be saved in and through his vulnera-

. ble humanity. Jesus shared our human condi-

tion. He taught us and showed us how to
love. He even showed forgiveness to-those

- who subjected him to capital punishment.

Second, this month marks the 25th anniver-

_ sary of the Roe vs. Wade decision, which

legalized abortion in our nation and opened
the floodgates to the millions of abortions
performed here each year.

I want to invite you to be especially mind-
ful of this grave reality in the weeks ahead.

* An abdrtion mentality has sunk deep roots
. in our country. We need to be realistic and

honest in acknowledging that it has similar

 rooting in many Catholics. It will not be easy
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to change those facts. But I hope that you
are as convinced as I am that we can help
turn the tide if we remain rooted in our faith
vision and are willing to commit ourselves to
patient work over the long haul. We cannot’

_solve it all at once. But each of us in our

own way can help to create an environment
in which alternatives are clearly more re-
warding than abortion. We can educate
about life and about what abortion really is.
We can advocate for social policy and legisla-
tion that support life. We can help women
and families through pregnancies that are
burdensome for them. We can help those
who have experienced abortion and yearn
for healing and reconciliation.

Unless we stay rooted in what our faith
says about life, we will not succeed. And we

must commit ourselves to charity and civility

in all we do. If we are guided by such values,
we will be much more inclined to respect the
humanity of those who disagree with us.
Amid such respect, people do not need to
shout because all are willing to listen. And
when that happens even vigorous opponents
are freer,to search for common ground

upon which to develop new possibilities that
are more attractive to both than are present

. realities. Amid such respect, we are more

able to understand that many individuals
who contemplate abortion do so under great
pressure and in very complex circumstances.
If, as we hear their stories, we can say,
“There but for the grace of God go I,” then
we are much better prepared to help. Then,
we do not act as moral superiors to judge
and condemn, but as companions who love
them and share life’s struggles with them.
During the month of January I hope you
will pray about the reality of abortion in our
life today. I invite you to review your own
thinking about the issue. Has it changed in

- the 25 years since Roe vs. Wade? Or since you

first began to think about it? How do you
think our church can more effectively
encourage all to recognize and defend the
sanctity of life in the womb? What can we do
together to help that happen?

Have you or has anyone close to you ever
had an abortion? How might we have helped
and did not? What do we need to learn from

~ your experience? If you feel a need for

greater peace or reconciliation, can we help
you come to that?

During January our local church will offer
several activities designed to strengthen us
in our commitment to support choices for
life. I encourage you to watch for of them in

e Catholic Courier and your parish bulletin.
And I know that our Consistent Life Ethic
office would welcome your inquiries at 716-
328-3210 or 716-442-4390.

Peace to all.
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Sponsor a child at a
10 ’ . ® )
| Catholic Mission...
’
It's Affordable!
Your opportunity to help a very poor child '
is much too important to miss. And Christian
Foundation for Children and Aging (CFCA),
Yoo an international Catholic child sponsorship
‘ : ) _ program, can show you the affordable way.
Looking for Quality Printing?  |smmie s Srimiyac s
" amount you can ora. y 1
g , y & ‘ g ¢ a month to provide one poor child with the
1 ¥ . . o life-changing benefits of sponsorship. But if -
: Through a special arrangement this is not possible for you,.we invite you to
Ca“ us fOI"... betweengWayugé Press angd the sponsor at a level you can afford. Cﬂl:CA will
; - - . to it from oth tions and the tirel
v/ Letterhead Catholic Courier Graghlcs Department, 2?:01;)510{ 33; ,‘;ﬁs‘;ﬁo‘,’,‘;"; :ar;smaen,s m:t yo,,iss
v Envelopes you can now get quality, affordable child receives the same benefits as other spon-
| o Business Cards’ typesetting and printing. sored children.
' ‘ g o o Your sponsorship pledge helps provide a Little Corina lives in a small mountain
v Newsletters The. Courier’s award-winning poor child at a Catholic mission site with nour- | town in Honduras. Her mother is blind
v Bulletins graphics department can transform IShmh 81 fooéihmedlfcal C%ferg;ﬁe df‘ua:fre f‘l), goto | and her father a’:nd;;fed them. 1;«;;' :
' . ¢ Pde : school and hope for a brighter €. You can | concern can make a difference in
v Brochures your ideas into the work you need. literally c,,a,,;: a life! lives of children like Corina. '_
¢/ Catalogs - - When Courier Grapt_ucs typesets your And you can be assured your pledge has its
 Presentation Folders’ - | WOr can be sure that the finished greatest impact because our programs are directed by dedicated Catholic mis-
o Men " product will attract the attention it sionaries with a long-standing commitment to the people they serve.
‘ us requires. To help build your relationship, you receive a picture of your child (updated
v Continuous Forms o yearly), information about your child’s family and country, letters from your
v Com F : Then Wayuga Press will print your flhﬂd ﬁdlthe CFCA necvl:fllstter But, most xmpartant you'll receive the satisfac-
puter Forms . . : on of helping a poor
v/ Snapsets. work in a timely manner, with the Please don’t miss this opportunity to make a ifference. Become a sponsor
(Carbon&Carbonleee) q“a"‘\fffvzu expect and at a price you forone poor child today!
can anor
vlaw Lk N N N N § N R _§ N K ¥ ¥ N N N ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ N N N _J§
W s rYes, I'll help one child: {plse pint)
e can... | 5 Boy O Girl O Teenager 0 Any in most need Name
My monthly pledge is.
o Die-Cut | osioss 0ge0ss0omers Address
o Lami 1 11 contribute: 0 monthly O quarterly ® City/State/Zip
nate O semi-annually O annually G Phone ( )
o/ Numiber ottt
v o to ) Send to:
¢ Round Cormer CFCA 1 OYdprfertobilmy fist paymenttomycedt ~ CFCA c/o Jodi Marcello, Catholic Courier |
‘/Eydg; Catholic | card: 0 VISA OMC DO Discover 0 AMEX PO Box 24379 « Rochester, NY 14624-0379 |
, : : Card No.
| ¢ Provide Rubber Stamps - Child : Expires muswn&%wm |
M — ~ | Sponsorship | 01t oot sy gtors__ SR o o s |
' . 408 DO Please send me information about sponsorship. Fimancial report ecuilabie upon resueesi/Donations are LS. \ex-deductible.
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