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CONTINUED...
• Moderate pain lasts a few hours and
represents cramping of die uterus.
According to information from die Population Council, medical abortion also has
an advantage over surgical abortion because "it does not carry die risk of uterine
perforation and injury to die cervix." .
However, if pro-life Dr. Joel Blind had
his way, all women would be made aware
diat any abortion could cause diem healdi
problems later in life. A professor of biology and endocrinology at Baruch College
in New York City, Brind spoke about die
long-term effects of abortion at Strong
Medical Center on Dec. 12 in a small auditorium not far from the abortion conference. His visit to die center was sponsored by Feminists for Life and die S t
Luke's Medical Association (formerly die
Cadiolic Physicians' Guild).
Brind cited numerous studies diat
linked abortion widi breast cancer in his
speech,to about 25 people in die center's
Whipple Auditorium. Unlike a spontaneous abortion (miscarriage), medical and
surgical abortions unnaturally interrupt
pregnancies, he noted, creating a number
of unhealthy effects for modiers.
During a pregnancy, immature cells
multiply in a woman's breasts, cells diat are
vulnerable to carcinogens, he said. In an
uninterrupted pregnancy, such cells differentiate when a pregnancy comes to
term, and produce milk, and die number
of immature cells in a woman's breasts is
actually smaller after pregnancy tiian before. However, diis process does not take
place following an induced abortion, he
said, leaving immature cells in place that
are vulnerable to cancer-causing agents.
"The long-term side effects of inducing
abortion will remain die same," he said,
criticizing doctors for promoting medical
abortion. "It's certainly not good for
women, and diey certainly have a right to
know about it"

Abortion
Continued from page 1
pregnancies up to eight weeks of gestation.
Bayta Elul, program manager of the Population Council of New York, said at the
conference that nearly 2 million medical
abortions — primarily using RU-486 — have
already taken place in China and Europe
since 1989.
Meanwhile, in this country, U.S. Food
and Drug Administration approval for use
of mifepristone is pending, and methotrexate and misoprostol have been studied as
possible abortion alternatives since 1993
at places including the University of
Rochester, according to Schaff and
Eisinger.'
Both drugs are already FDA-approved
for other uses — methotrexate for cancer,
for example, and misoprostol for ulcer prevention. They have not been officially approved for abortion, according to conference information, but may be used
"off-label" for abordon.
Although a woman receives such drugs
in a physician's office, the actual abortion
takes place away from die office when she
passes die unborn child — called "products
of conception" by pro-choice doctors —
from her body, according to conference organizers. A complete abordon may take up
to four weeks for some women, and, in
some cases, a woman may opt for a surgical abortion to complete die process if die
medically induced abortion fails.
"It is true diat the woman who aborts at
home does view the dssue," Eisinger said.
He urged conference participants to ask
their patients how diey feel about that in
order to prepare them.
Schaff also led a conference session on
how to use ultrasound imaging to detect
pregnancies in die earliest stages.

A conference on the run
From the moment it was known diat it
would take place, die university's medical
abortion conference has drawn fire from
pro-life groups, and from die Diocese of
Rochester^ which issued a number of statements against it. In addition, Bishop
Matthew H. Clark protested the conference in a letter to a university official.
Such groups as the Lambs of Christ and
the Christian American Family Life Association, would likely take as a compliment
Lader's remarks about the pro-life groups'
efforts to hinder die abortion conference.
"This was originally booked for the Marriott," Lader said of die conference, which
drew 55 participants. "But in their demonic cleverness, (the pro-life groups)
booked a room right next to us in order to
shout us down or whatever."
Indeed, two pro-life groups, the Lambs
and CAFLA, which funds the Lambs, had
organized a counter-conference at the Marriott Hotel in Henrietta as an alternative
to the medical abortion conference, which
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John Hayes, 22, left, with his sisters Cecelia, 14, and Kristen, 17, protest Dec 12
against a medical abortion conference being held at Strong Medical Center,
Rochester.
had originally been slated for die hotel.
The Diocese of Rochester belongs to the
Monroe County Coalition for Life, an umbrella organization of pro-life activists,
which planned a protest vigil outside the
Marriott for die duration of die conference as well.
Within several days of learning of the
CAFLA/Lambs of Christ counter-conference, die university announced it was moving die abortion conference to die medical center. A university spokesman
claimed die counter-conference would distract from die abordon conference's "educational" purpose.
CAFLA and die Lambs held dieir conference at die Marriott on Dec. 12, and
drew 150 people.
Meanwhile, Dec. 12 and 13, protesters like
Melfi and Dorscheid were coming and going, to demonstrate outside die Strong Medical Center against die abortion conference.

WASHINGTON (CNS) - An official of
the National Right to Life Committee
hailed recendy announced abortion statistics as "very encouraging.
"Obviously die more die American people learn about the humanity of die unborn child and die violence of abortion,
die more they reject abortion," said Laura
Echevarria, spokeswoman for die NRLC.
She was commenting on statistics released Dec. 4 by die Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention in Adanta indicating a decline in the number of induced
abortions performed in die United States
during 1995.
According to a preliminary analysis of
die data for 1995, die CDC said, diere were
a total of 1,210,883 legal induced abortions in 1995, a decrease of 4.5 percent
from the number reported in 1994. The
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Ceiling Repair

ADOPTIONS The Catholic
Courier does not publish
adoption advertising. To obtain
a list of agencies that serve
birth mothers and adoptive
parents, call 716-328-4340.
Agencies wishing to be included on this list may send information to the Catholic Courier.

FOR SALE Electric wood
.piano.
$75/BO
Call
716-426-0460.

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEILINGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59.
Water Damage, drywall, plaster repairs. Quality work; reasonable prices. 716-392-5076.

Help Wanted

WORK AT HOME$500-$1500
part time, $2000-56000 full
time.
Call
toll
free
1-888-609-2921.

Electricians

Apartments
Unfurnished

Convenient Downtown Location.
Waletoshopping. On a direct busline.
Stuons $299; One bedroom $359
Al times inducted. Section 8 accepted.

Monthly Mm Smicw
475 East Braid St • 716446-3660
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NOLAN
ELECTRIC

FOB A L L YOUR ELECTWCAL NEEDS

Saving Rochester 6 Sumundng Areas

Licensed & Fully Insured
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716-4364290
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Musical Instruments

MOTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER

abortions (54 percent) were performed
during die first eight weeks of gestation,
die report said, while approximately 88
percent of abortions were performed within die first 12 weeks of pregnancy.
Lisa Koonin, autiior of die report and
chief of surveillance for die CDC's Division of Reproductive Healdi, attributed
die decrease to several causes. Among
diem were die more effective use of contraception, die higher proportion of older,
less fertile women in" die 15-44 group, a
change in attitudes toward abortion and a
decrease in access to abortion services.
The National Right to Life Committee's
Echevarria, however, attributed the decrease in partto"die work of coundess prolife citizens working in dieir communities
to educate dieir neighbors and encourage
life."
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number of live birdis decreased 1.5 percent in that same period. Final data for
1995 will be released in die spring of 1998,
die CDC said.
After die U.S. Supreme Court lifted
most state restrictions on abortion in its
1973 Roe vs. Wade decision, die number
of legal induced abortions steadily increased to a high of 1.4 million in 1990.
Since dien, die number has been decreasing by about 30,000 to 60,000 each year.
'Also decreasing — from 321 in 1994 to
311 in 1995 - was the number of legal
abortions per 1,000 live births, called the
national abortion ratio. The 311 figure
was die lowest for any year since 1976.
The national abortion rate — defined as
die number of legal abortions per 1,000
women ages 1544 years — declined from
21 in 1994 to 20 in 1995. Half die legal
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Announcements

EARN MONEY READING
boohs! $30,000/yr. income
potential.
Details
800-513-4343, ext. Y-1467.

Although die pro-life community views
medical abortion as a direct threat to die
unborn children, it also claims diat such
abortions are detrimental to women's
healdi. Just how detrimental seems to be a
matter of opinion, depending on what
physician you ask.
Pro-choice doctors will emphasize diat
medical abortions have a number of shortterm side effects like nausea and bleeding
diat eventually go away. Eisinger's research
on die pain suffered by women who undertake a medical abortion came to these
conclusions:
• Almost all women experience crampy
pain.
• There is a rough correlation between
gestational age and increased pain.
• Intense pain lasts 15 to 30 minutes and
accompanies passage of tissue.

Abortion rate declining, according to center
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What about the women?
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SERVICES

Heating & Air
Conditioning

SERVICES # »**

Masonry

Hicks Home Heating
Call, us for Winter Comfort!
Heat & Air Conditioning
Specialists
' Sales • Service • Installation
Family Owned & Operated

4244848

Painting
& Wallcovering

AMERICAN

A

MASONRY S CHIMNEY

CHIMNEY
SERVICE

ALL MASONRY WORK

865-4170

663-7360

B U R G - M A S T E R
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING,
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings
repaired, rugs shampooed.
Insured, powerwashing. D a n
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827.

Moving & Hauling

K-D Moving &
Storage, Inc.

Instruction
& Schools
P I A N O LESSONS:Beginning
students through advanced.
Ages
4
through
adult.
716-225-7027.

Experience in office,
hotrtehold moving and"
defiveriei.
Big or Small. Wt th Ihrm All!

4734610/4734357
23 Arlington St. RnchcMcr NY 14607
NYDOTW657
?W''

Catt 716-3284340 #;<*<^& itf #
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Placing a daserfied ad h the
Courier b as easy as dialing

716-328-4340.
, Just one cal to,our advertising
department is a l « takes. W e l
put you in touch with mom than
so.000 tarNw in A s otocase.
Cal and say I M o - t o
Courier Ctesiteds today)
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