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CONTINUED...
Searching for true picture

Women
Continued from page 1
]UM be together and discuss spirituality and
get to know each other better."
Further, she said, "It helped me let go of
a lot of issues inside mvself that kept me away
trom the church. T h e pauiarchal attitude, I
had a real problem with. ... It took my focus
oft that. 1 realized all the positive things 1 got
out of church and will continue to get-."
• Women's groups are a wav — the only
uav. tor some women — to hear about the
women in the Bible. Sister Treichel and othei - noted.
For example, the crowds that gather in
ihutch oil Lister have traditionally heard,
\ i.i the U.S. leciionarv, the story of the empi\ tomb as told in John 1-9. But the part
that has been d r o p p e d , immediately following, is "an incredibly beautiful story of
M.irv Magdalene encountering Jesus," said
Gloria Ulterino, director of the diocesan
(itlice of Women in Church and Society,
v\ hich furthers Synod Goal 3. Mary doesn't
recognize him until he calls her by name,
and sends her as the first person to tell the
others that he lives.
T h e Song of Solomon is the only biblical
book written in the male and female voice
according to Ulterino. T h e rest of the Bible
is told bv men; women, such as Lot's wife,
are often nameless.
Even Matthew's account of the feeding
with loaves and fishes, ends: "Those who
ate were about five thousand men, not
counting women and children."
"We know there were not just males in
the world and yet it is the story of a community of males at that time," said Roni
Antenucci, pastoral associate at O u r Lady
of Merc v. She teamed with Ulterino, Sister
Treichel, Curtis and Sister Mary Louise
Heffernan, SSJ, to teach ways of creating
women's spirituality groups this fall. T h e
p r o g r a m s were presented at St. J o h n o n
Humboldt, and at Sacred Heart Church in
Auburn, through St. Bernard's Institute.

Imagining early leaders
Antenucci also teamed with Fran Otis
from St. Helen's Church and Ulterino to
present an imagined encounter a m o n g
Phoebe, Prisca a n d j u n i a , church leaders
from the New Testament, at the diocesan
Keuka Days for parish staff, at St. Helen's
and most recently, at St. Catherine of Siena
Church in Mendon.
Such imaging is d o n e hand-in-hand with
scholarship, Ulterino said.
"It's not like 'Let's pretend,'" Ulterino
said. "You learn as much about the stories
as you possibly can, a n d realize w o m e n
were there as active subjects as much as the
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Roni Antenucci speaks during the
Church Dec. 2.
men. It is to respect and honor what's here,"
Such imaging is a type of midrash, she
and others say, similar to methods begun by
early Jewish sages used to interpret Scriptures.
And, Sister Heffernan noted, St. Ignatius
of'Loyola offered "a great, great wealth" in
his spiritual exercises that encourage imagination in praying with Scripture.
While critics sometimes complain
women want to rewrite the Bible, Ulterino
responded, "No, no, no, no. I have a deep
and abiding love of Scripture. T h a t isn't
what this is about at all. It's not replacing the
Scripture. It is helping us appreciate that
women were there, too, as active subjects ...
and active partners in ministry, with men."
Such an interest dates back years. More
than 100 years ago, Frances E. Willard, a
Churchville native and president of the
W o m a n ' s Christian T e m p e r a n c e Union,
wrote, "We need women commentators to
bring out the women's side of the book; we
need the stereoscopic view of truth in general, which can only be had when woman's
eye and man's eye together shall discern
the perspective of the Bible's full-orbed revelation."
A n d Elizabeth Cady Stanton produced
The Woman's Bible in 1895. T h e work was
not biblical scholarship, however, noted Carol A. Newsom and Sharon H. Ringe in their
1992 The Women's Bible Commentary, to

which more than 40 Catholic and Protestant scholars contributed.
"As long as women were excluded from
both religious offices and educational opportunities, it was difficult for them to enter into the interpretation of the Bible in
an authoritative way," they wrote.
More recently, Ulterino's studies of such
scholars as Elisabeth Schussler Fiorenza
showed that although women were leaders
in the early church, by the time die Gospels
were written, accounts of these women lead-

Conversation with Women of the Early

ers were ignored or played down in order,
perhaps, for Christianity to blend in better
with the society and culture of those times.
Ulterino offers a detailed look at Romans 16 in resource materials provided
through her office and the Women's Commission. T h e information largely comes
from a paper she wrote in 1995, "Women
in the Pauline Literature," for her master's
degree from St. Bernard's Institute.
Paul greeted several women in Romans
whom he apparently held in high regard and
who were active in ministry. H e also singled
out for recognition such people as Prisca
and h e r husband Aquila, who founded a
church in their house wherever they moved.
H e also used the term "deacon" when
speaking of Phoebe, though she would have

been unordained at that time, andjunia,
mentioned only in Romans 16. Junia and
her husband Andronicus were the only
people, outside the 12 Aposdes, Paul called
aposdes. In Bibles since the Middle Ages,
Junia had been written as "Junias," because
a commentator "realized" that only m e n
could have been aposdes, Ulterino said.
"Nothing much was made of it until FJisabedi Schussler Fiorenza came along," she
said, noting Fiorenza's landmark 1983 book
In Memory ofHer. That tide comes from die
story in Mark 14:9, of the woman who, recognizing Jesus as Christ, walked into the
house where Jesus was staying and anointed
Jesus' head for his burial with perfumed oil,
over the protests ofJesus' companions.
After studying women leaders in Pauline
literature, Ulterino said, "I felt these
women are my ancestors in faith, and I was
going to d o my utmost to bring their stories
to life. Men and women need to know that
in the church's early years w o m e n were
leaders. Women were able to use their gifts,
women were missionaries and experienced
many of the same hardships m e n did."

How to talk of women in the church's
early days, however, is far from settled.
In their Commentary, Newsom and Ringe
wrote, "Many have struggled with the issues
of how women in communities of faith can
and should read the Bible in the light of
what feminist inquiry has discovered. Contemporary feminist study of the Bible has
not set out either to bring the Bible into
judgment or to rescue it from its critics. But
to read the Bible self-consciously as a
woman is a complex experience, alternately painful and exhilarating. The£e is a great
sense of empowerment, however, that
comes from reading the Bible as a woman
in the company of other women."
Father Sebastian Falcone, president
emeritus a n d a Scripture scholar at St.
Bernard's Institute, cautioned that there
are plenty of possible interpretations for
many Bible stories and differing views on
everything from why Phoebe was called a
deacon, to whetherJunia was male (Junias)
or female. Also, he is n o fan of role playing.
"A more basic question is, 'Why d o we
need to role play?'" he commented. "We
should keep the facts in die foreground, at
the very center of discussion.
"To make these p e o p l e part of a dramatic p r o d u c t i o n or dramatic situation,
even prayerful imagery, doesn't guarantee
you're closer to the t r u t h of what those
greetings (by Paul) meant," he said.
"I've sat in enough so-called seminars
with people saying, 'This is what struck
me,'" he added. "Well, what strikes you is
psychologically interesting but is it historically true?"
H e was concerned whether people — not
just the leaders — d o the ne'eessary study
before imagining, by reading the Scriptures
and multiple well-researched commentaries
from various points of view.
Despite the necessity of such research
and study, however, Ulterino said she doesn't believe parish staffs a n d parishioners
should b e intimidated in starting u p
women's study/spirituality groups.
A n d she maintained that while it is important for women to be telling Bible stories
from their own perspectives and that tiiey
share experiences a m o n g themselves, the
whole church needs to hear women's stories.
But she added, "My ideal is that men and
women at some point would come together and spend time with stories of women,
a n d m e n will find it helpful too, as women
have learned from m e n . We learn from
each other.
"My h o p e would b e that m e n and
women alike see ourselves as being made in
God's image, partners, as having gifts to offer"
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SERVICES
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An nou ncements

Plants Flowers
& Trees

Carpeting
& Floor Care

Masonry

Painting
& Wallcovering

Roofing Siding
& Gutters

CHRISTMAS TREES;firs. five
varieties, $20 any size, u-cut or
fresh cut, ALL WESTERN
EVERGREEN FARM 6840
Liberty Pole Rd. (County Rd
38, 1 mile from rt. 15, near
Webster's Crossing between
Conesus and Springwater.
Open weekends 9-5, weekdays
by appointment. 716-669-2659.

CARPET CLEANING

AAA PAINTING
Special interior rates. Insured,
many references, member of
Fair Busineess Council.
15 years in business.
U90 Park Ave. •244-5642

GUTTER CLEANING
& REPAIR

ADOPTIONS t h e
Catholic
Courier does not publish adoption advertising. To obtain a list
of agencies that serve birth
mothers and adoptive parents,
call 716-328-4340. Agencies
wishing to be included on this
list may send information to the
Catholic Courier.

EMPLOYMENT

CHEM-DRY*
OF
ROCHESTER & FINGER LAKES

716-458-5797 • 716^96-1076
Mention this ad for a CC Discount
Servwig Monroe. Ontario & LMngSon C a r t e s
Independently Owned & Operated

Help Wanted

PROPERTY

EARN MONEY READING
books! $30,000/yr. income
potential.
Details
800-513-4343, ext. Y-1467.

Houses

Hicks H o m e Heating

years! Selling, buying, renting.
Small office needs secretary
with education and experience
in office work and comfortable
phone personality. Typing
required. FSGROTHERS,
453 Portland Ave., 544-9530

WORK AT HOME$500-$1500
part time, $2000-$6000 full
time.
Call
toll
free
1-888-609-2921.

716-482-3200.

SERVICES
Ceiling Repair
TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEILINGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59.
Water Damage, drywall, plaster
repairs. Quality work; reasonable prices. 716-392-5076.

AMERICAN
MASONRY & CHIMNEY

A

CHIMNEY
SERVICE
ALL MASONRY WORK

865-4170

663-7360 I

Moving & Hauling

Heating &
Air Conditioning

ANDY
KANE
REALTY
Serving the diocese for 25

ft*

Call us for Winter Comfort!
Heat & Air Conditioning
Specialists
' Sales • Service • Installation
Family Owned & Operated
424-4848
Instruction
& Schools
PIANO LESSONS:Beginning
students through advanced.
Ages
4
through
adult.
716-225-7027.

K-D Moving &
Storage, Inc.
Experience in office,
household moving and
deliveries.
Big or Small

B U R G - M A S T E R
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING,
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings
repaired, rugs shampooed.
Insured, powerwashing. Dan
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827.

New Heavy-Duty Aluminum
& Galvanized Gutters

Bernard K. Bayer & Son
est 1952

(716) 381-0812

CaU 716-3284340 to
advertise in the
. Courier Classifieds

Wr <tt> Ihrm AU!

473-6610/473-4357
23 Arlington Si. RocheMer NY 14607

NYnOTiiHOT
To advertise in t h e Courier classifieds fill o u t t h e c o u p o n a n d mail
Catholic Courier, J»QBGSI24S79, Rochester, NY M6£4
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