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Groups call for protection of children, workers 
By Rob Cullivan 
Staff writer 

ROCHESTER - As the Christmas s h o p 
ping season took off in earnest, the Diocese 
of Rochester and several Catholic groups, 
as well as unions and other organizations, 
asked people to consider the conditions of 
those who made the products found in 
shopping malls. 

T h e groups participated in various 
events to highlight Workers' rights and cor
porate responsibility Dec. 3-4, including 
protests at a federal building and a local 
shopping mall, as well as a speech on cor
porate responsibility by a Catholic brother. 

On the night of Dec. 3, about 70 people 
calling for an end to child labor and sweat
shop abuses marched from the Sister Cities 
Bridge to die Kenneth B. Keating Federal 
Building in downtown Rochester to meet 
with U.S. Rep. Louise Slaughter, a Democ
rat representing the 28th District. 

The march's sponsors included the Dio
cese of Rochester, Catholic Family Center, 
die Sisters of Mercy Leadership Team and 
the House of Mercy, an outreach center the 
Mercy Sisters operate in Rochester Also 
sponsors were the Rochester Labor Coun
cil and UNITE — Union of Needletrades, 
Industrial and Textile Employees of the 
AFL-CIO. 

The marchers presented Slaughter a pe
tition with 2,000 signatures addressed to 
President Bill Clinton, Congress and the 
White House.Task Force to End Sweat 
Shop Abuses. T h e petition called for the 
federal leaders to "adopt policies that will 
assure die payment of a living wage to all 
workers, independent monitoring of cor
porate codes of conduct and effective and 
enforceable workers' rights at h o m e and 
abroad." 

The Rev. Richard Gilbert, pastor of the 
First Unitarian Church in Rochester, pre
sented the petition to Slaughter on behalf 
of the marchers. T h e minister decried the 
exploitation of workers — particularly chil
dren - by U.S. companies. 

"We think globalization has a price ...," 
Rev. Gilbert said. "And we think this is too 
high a price to pay." 

Slaughter said she agreed with the 
marchers' concerns and would present die 
petition to President Clinton. 

"Americans are good people," she said. 
"They do not want to buy cheap goods that 
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Hazel Moellering, 6, left, and Shenzi Scipione, 6, walk with Maria Scipione, in a 
Dec. 3 Candlelight March organized by Rochester's Season of Conscience com
mittee. 

are produced by tiny little hands, by chil
dren." 

On Dec. 4, members of UNITE and die 
Rochester chapter of Pax Chrisd, a Cadiolic 
peace group, picketed outside Marketplace 
Mall in Henrietta, according to Vivian 
Rightmeyer, a Pax Christi member. 

Demonstrators gave shoppers UNITE 
leaflets that asked them to consider the al
leged plight of workers in El Salvador who 
make Claybrooke men's dress shirts, Right
meyer said. T h e shirts are sold at Kaiif-
mann's, a department store located at die 
mall. 

"The May (Department Stores) Compa
ny, which owns Kaufmann's, Lord & Taylor 
and odier department store chains has cho
sen to have its shirts made at the Hanchang 
Factory in El Salvador," die leaflet read. 
"Nearly 800 young women who work there 
earn sub-poverty level-pay, made worst (sic) 
by illegal deducdons and many hours of un
paid work." 

The Catholic Courier contacted the May 
Company, based in St. Louis, Mo., for a re
sponse to UNITE's allegations. Rhonda 
West, company spokeswoman, said her 
company had only learned of the allega
tions through reporters contacting the May 
Company on Dec. 3, and that May had not 
been contacted direcdy by UNITE. 

West sent a statement via fax to die Couri

er diat said the May Company has a "vendor 
responsibility program" that requires the 
company's suppliers and subcontractors in 
other nations to comply with applicable 
safety, labor and wage laws. 

"In addition, we conduct inspections of 
all facilities that manufacture our private 
labels prior to the beginning of any con
tract, and at least annually thereafter, and 
we require an annual letter of compliance 
from these suppliers," the statement read. 

However, West said that no independent 
human rights or workers' rights organiza
tions currendy monitor May subcontractors 
and suppliers to verify their compliance 
with wage and safety laws. 

"We take all these allegations of non
compliance very seriously, and are begin
ning an immediate investigation into those 
allegations made by UNITE," die statement 
concluded. 

Meanwhile, on the evening of Dec. 4, 
Brother Michael H. Crosby, OFM Cap, of 
Milwaukee, spoke on corporate responsi
bility to 30 people at the Strong Museum 
Auditorium in Rochester. BroUier Crosby is 
the author of-several books on spirituality, 
as well as the book Catholic Church Invest
ments for Corporate Social Responsibility. 

A vocal critic of the tobacco industry, 
Brother Crosby also serves as coordinator 
of the Tobacco Program for die InterfairJi 

Center on Corporate Social Responsibili
ty, a national group that promotes socially 
responsible investing. 

Brother Crosby's speech was sponsored 
by Common Ground of Upstate New York, 
Inc., a group that opposes abortion, eu
thanasia, war, economic injustice and capi
tal punishment. 

Although it may seem impossible to 
change the current global system so that 
workers and the environment are treated 
better, people interested in promoting eco
nomic justice can change some things on a 
company-by-company basis. Brother Cros
by stressed. 

Among the suggestions he made, Broth
er Crosby said shareholders in companies 
can support resolutions at shareholder 
meetings that call for a corporation to pro
tect workers, or to engage" in environmen
tally sound practices. 

On another level, consumers can make a 
difference by writing to companies and ask
ing about how they treat their workers here 
and abroad, he said. Companies like to 
keep customers happy, he noted, and may 
be more likely to listen to consumers than 
to investors. 

Brother Crosby said that the current 
global economic system puts workers and 
the environment far down on the list of 
economic priorities, which is headed by die 
wants of a relatively few people. This con
tradicts the biblical vision of economic jus
tice found in the second chapter of the Acts 
of the Aposdes, he noted, pointing out that 
none of the early Christians were ever in 
need because they shared their wealth. 

"They were so grounded in their com
mitment to each other as persons, that re
sources were relative, not persons," he said. 

The three events last week concluded on 
a local level the National Labor Commit
tee in Suppor t of Worker and Human 
Rights' "Season of Conscience" diat began 
Oct. 4. 

During the three-month period unions, 
churches and other groups throughout the 
country held events to protest economic 
policies that exploit foreign and domestic 
workers. 

A National Labor Committee statement 
promoting the "season" said: "As govern
ments and corporations promote policies 
of predatory economics, without protec
tions for workers' rights, workers are being 
dragged into a race to the bottom." 

Abortion conference site moved to Strong Medical Center 
ROCHESTER - A controversial Uni

versity of Rochester conference on med
ical abor t ions has been moved from its 
or ig ina l site at t he Mar r io t t Hotel in 
Henr ie t ta to S t rong Medical Center, 601 
Elmwood Ave., on the university's cam
pus . 

T h e conference, t ided "Medical Abor
tion Using Transvaginal Ultrasound," will 
take place at the medical center on Fri
day, Dec. 12, and Saturday, Dec. 13. It is 
intended to teach pr imary care physicians 
about a chemical abor t ion procedure de
veloped, in par t at the university, du r ing 
the early 1990s. 

Paul Lambiase, director of Cont inuing 
Professional Education at die university's 
medical school, conf i rmed the confer
ence was moved. H e said the reason was 
that university officials were concerned 
that a counter-conference scheduled for 

Dec. 12 in the Marriot t would distract 
abor t ion conference part icipants from 
the "educat ional" pu rpose intended by 
thcabo r t i on conference organizers. 

T h e counter-conference has been or
ganized by the New York Lambs of Christ • 
pro-life activist group, as well as the Chris
tian American Family Life Association. 

T h e medical abort ion conference has 
d rawn considerable criticism from the 
Monroe County Coalition for Life, an or
ganization of several pro-life groups that 
includes the Diocese of Rochester. The 
groups had planned protests outside the 
Marriott dur ing the conference. 

Suzanne Schnittman, diocesan consis
tent life ethic coordinator, released a state
ment Dec. 8 about the abort ion confer

ence 's move to St rong Medical Center. 
She said the pro-life coalition still plans 
to protest the conference, and she urged 
Catholics interested in suppor t ing the 
protests to call her at 716/328-3210, ext. 
304. 

"The U of R is no doubt worried about 
the conference," the statement read. "The 
move to the medical center places it un
der their close scrutiny. This does not 
mean it has disassociated itself with the 
questionable procedures being promot
ed, but it certainly seems eager to hide 
them." 

Meanwhile, Feminists for Life and the 
St. Luke's Medical Association (formerly 
the Catholic Physicians' Guild) will host a 
speech by Dr. Joel Brind at Strong Med

ical Center on Friday, Dec. 12, from 2 to 
4 p.m. Brind is a nationally known expert 
on abort ion and its relation to breast can
cer, and a critic of chemically induced 
abortions. For information on his speech, 
call 716/458-2842. 

- Rob Cullivan 

"IF YOU'VE MADE A WILL, 
THERE'S ONE MORE 

THING TO DO..." 
To learn more about prearranged funerals, 

please call us. Our counsel is always available 
free of charge and at no obligation. 

David P. Crawford • Afar* D. Wakeman 
495 N.Winton Rd.-Rochester- (716) 482-0400 
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Imported Specialties '-Seafood and Smoked Fish 

PITTSFORD FISH MARKET 
510 Monroe Avenue (near Goodman) 
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Hot Fish to Go 
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NEEDS DURING ADVENT 
OPEN 7 DAYS • 2714780 
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Looking for Quality 
Printing? 

Through a special arrangement 
between Wayuga Press and the 
Catholic Courier Graphic's Depart
ment, you can now get quality, 
affordable typesetting and printing. 

Give us i call for your next job! 
COURIER 6RAPHICS • 716-328-4340 

WAY6UA PRESS • 315-754-6229 


