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Louvain provides happy memories 
As happens occasionally, I write this 

"Along the Way" outside of normal time 
rhythms. That is because I leave for Belgium 
on Wednesday, Dec. 3, and return on Tues
day, Dec. 9. In the usual course of events I 
would write this on Dec. 8. As it is, I write on 
Dec. 1. 

I have been serving a term as a member of 
the board of the American College at Lou
vain, a small but excellent seminary owned 
and operated by the bishops of the United 
States. We also have two seminarians study
ing there: Patrick Van Durme from Dansville 
and Joe Marcoux from Rochester. In addi
tion to them, Rochester is also represented 
by Father Dan Tormey, who is in his second 
year of service as spiritual director to the 
seminary community. For the above reasons 
Father David Windsor invited me to the 
American College to ordain two young men 
— Mark Bowers from the Diocese of Toledo, 
Ohio, and Ferdi Santos from the Archdio
cese of Manila. 

It will be a joy and a privilege to ordain 
Mark and Ferdi and to have a chance to 
spend time with Pat and Joe in the place 
where they are spending such a significant 
part of their lives. And, I look forward to a 
reunion with Dan, who has been such an out
standing priest of our diocese for over 40 
years. It will be especially good to see Dan in 
light of the fact that he is recovering from by
pass surgery in a Louvain Hospital. I am h a p 

along 
the way 

py to tell you that his recovery goes well and 
that his doctors are quite optimistic that Dan 
will be feeling much better after his recovery 
than he did before surgery. However, it will 
not surprise you to know that in the short 
run this has not been an easy time for our 
good friend. Be assured that I will bring him 
your prayers and fond greetings and that I 
will update you on his condition when I re
turn. 

I had asked Dan before his illness to work 
with David Windsor to organize my time 
while in Louvain. I know that I will be meet
ing with some of the theological faculty of 
the University of Louvain and look forward 
to that very much. I know also that I have the 
honor of presiding at their feast day liturgy 
on the feast of the Immaculate Conception. 
Ferdi Santos will be preaching the homily on 
that occasion. And! have very fond hopes of 
paying a call on Archbishop Jean Jadot who 

was Apostolic Delegate to the Church in the 
United States when I was ordained a bishop 
and who over the years has become one of 
my major heroes. I hope that his schedule 
and health allow that opportunity. . 

All of the above make me happy to go to 
Louvain, but so, too, do the happy memories 
of earlier trips to that wonderful place. 
Those visits came in the 1970s during my 
time of service on the staff of the North 
American College, Rome. Twice during 
those years I went to Louvain to participate 
in the Spirituality Institute co-sponsored by 
the two seminaries. On another occasion I 
was invited to lead a retreat for the American 
College community. All three experiences 
left me with fond regard for that seminary, a 
regard that continues to this day. 

Before he left for Louvain after his sum
mer vacation, Dan Tormey and I talked about 
this upcomingjourney and agreed with some 
solemnity that it would not be an "all work, 
no play" experience. In the context of that 
conversation we agreed that one of the 
things we would surely do together would be 
to enjoy ample amounts of the delicious 
French fries in paper cones that are sold by 
vendors on the streets of the city. That may 
no longer be Dan's idea (or his doctor's) of 
proper fun at this time, but with his good 
spirit we will come up with a suitable alter
nate. Will let you know. 

Peace to all. 

<tf£ ANGEL SAID TO THEM, "Do 

NOT BE AFRAID; FOR BEHOLD, I 

PROC1AIM TO YOU GOOD NEWS OF 

GREAT JOY THAT WILL BE FOR THE PEOPLE. FOR TODAY IN 

THE CITY OF DAVID A SA\TOR HAS BEEN BORN FOR YOU WHO 

is MESSIAH AND LORD" (LUKE 2:10-11). 

This Christmas, you can help 
missionaries around the world 
continue to proclaim the Good 
News of Jesus the Savior of all 
the world. You can help some
one like sister Geetha, a local 
Sister from India. She and three 
other Sisters from her Community, regularly visit 15 
villages, offering both spiritual and medical care to some 
3,000 families. Above all, these sisters are part of the 
presence of Christ and His Church. Indeed, through the 
service of these Sisters in India and throughout'the 
Missions others come to know the love of God. Won't you 
offer your Christmas gift to the Propagation of the Faith 
to support these Sisters and help make a real difference? 
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!-'lAAl Go with experience you can 

For 21 positive years... 
GEN-CAP investors have 
done better for 5 Great Reasons: 

• Regular monthly checks 

• No fees or commissions 

• Low minimum initial investment 
. . . $5,000.00 

• High yields and capital growth 

• Highest total returns 

Make a fresh start...RIGHT NOW! 8.51% annually. 

Call 1-800-507-4393 
Gen-See Capital Corporation 
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The advertising deadline for the December 2Sth 
issue oftfw Catholic fourier is TuesdayiDe^mberff^ " 
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