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Books * Music * Videos 
Dulcimer player hammers out new, old styles 
By Rob Cullivan 
Staff writer 

A man recently told Glenn McClure 
how deeply he had been moved after hear­
ing music for a Mass that McClure had 
written. It incorporated traditional music 
from Africa, the United States, Europe, 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 

The Kvrie — the open ing penitential 
praver with I he response "Lord have mer-
cv~ — was set to a meditative steel d rum 
a c c o m p a n i m e n t tha t picks u p in t e m p o as 

a c h o r u s s ings in G r e e k a n d I ta l ian. 

" H e said if h e h a d h e a r d tha t Kyr ie 10 

w a r s ago. he would have never left the 
church." recalled McClure, a highly re-
spe< ted folk musician based in Geneseo 
who has pla\ed with such artists as Pete 
Seeger, Hollv Near and Mitzie Collins. 

BY FR. ALBERT J. M. SHAMON 
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PREPARING FOR 

THE THIRD 

MILLENNIUM 

The year 2000 sig-_ 
nifies the start of 
a new era. It hope-
fulK will be an 
era ot peace and a • 
time when Ciixl's 
OUTCV and lo\e will be manifest to ali 
mankind BUT. we "need to do our part to help 
make it happen Preparation is a necessity. In 
this talk Fr. Shamon explains what our prepa­
ration should be. (70 minutes) $15.00 

THE POWER OF 

THE ROSARY 

Our Lidv said "The 
prayer of my predilec­
tion is the holy rosary. 
For this reason, in my 
many apparitions ! 
always ask that it be 
recited."She promised 
that the Red Dragon 
would be bound not by 
a great chain, but by a 
frail cord: the Holy 

rosary. In this video Fr. Shamon talks about 
the importance of praying the Rosary and why 
it is our lifeline to hea\en. (54 minutes) 
515.00 

THE MASS 
this three tape set is a collection of six talks. 
It u i l | be of interest to anyone who wants a 
deeper appreciation for and explanation 
ot the mass. Call for more information. 
J 1 ^ 45 per \olume. 

B O O K S 

M\R\ \ THRtE GIFTS-

TO HER BELOVED PRIESTS 

Vv hat are locutions' What does it mean to be 
consecrated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary? 
How does satan try to corrupt faithful priests? 
This informative book answers these questions 
and serves as an introduction to Fr. Stephano 
Gobbi's messages. (34 pages) $2.95 

GENESIS - THE BOOK OF ORIGINS 

Journev with Fr. Albert J. M. Shamon all the 
wav back -to the origin of history • to Genesis. 
Understanding the past can help us take heart 
that even in sinful times the lord's loving 

plan of salvation prevails. As we struggle 

through today's hardships the past will inspire 
us to hope! (96 pages) $5.95 

THE BISHOP SHEEN WE KNEW 

Fe>r those who love Archbishop Sheen, this is 

a unique, charming, and humorous account 

of his work as the Bishop of Rochester by 

three priests who knew him, Bishop Hickey, 

Fr. Hogan & Fr. Shamon. $4.00 

T o o r d e r s e n d c h e c k o r m o n e y o r d e r t o : 

DUPREY VIDEO PRODUCTIONS 
47 East Wright Avenue, Waterloo, NY 13165 

Please add sales tax and $3.50 S & H 
for each video or $2.50 S & H for each book. 

(Max. $6.00 S & H per order) 
For more information on other 

Books and Videos by Fr. Albert J. M. Shamon 
call: 315-53943823 

T h e Kyrie exempli­
fied the musically eclec-
tic nature of McClure's 
Mass titled "St. Francis 
in the Americas," 
which he wrote in 1992 
to c o m m e m o r a t e the 
500th anniversary of 
Chr i s topher Colum­
bus ' arrival in the New 
World. 

McClure, 32, has al­
ready per formed the 
Mass on a n u m b e r of 
occasions with the Pan-
loco Steel Band, a re­
gional act, as well as a 
chorus. His most recent 
presentat ion of the 
piece took place at St. 
Michael's Episcopal 
Church in Geneseo on 
Nov. 9. (See accompa­
nying sidebar for up­
coming concerts.) 

T h e Mass primarily 
has a. Caribbean feel 
that undergi rds tradi­
t ional music from the 
cont inents ' European 
settlers, African slaves, 
Native Americans, and 
the descendants of 
each group . McClure, 
who plays hammer dul­
cimer in the Mass, plans to release a 
recording of it in March 1998, on his own 

i label, McClure Productions, he said. 

In a p h o n e interview with the Catholic 
Courier, McClure no ted that he wrote 
the lively Mass because he felt that TV 
documentar ies explor ing Columbus ' ar­
rival concent ra ted mostly on the nega­
tive aspects of , the European presence 
in the Amer icas . Yet, he c o m m e n t e d , 
the cultural clashes that took place pro­
duced mixed results, and gave all peo­
ples on the cont inents the benefi ts of 
new foods, fornts of art, expressions of 
faith and people of mixed e thnic back­
grounds . 

He said he chose to tie the Mass to­
gether with the words of St. Francis of As-
sisi since Franciscan missionaries played a 
crucial role in the European settlement 
of the Americas. The Franciscans them­
selves represent the mixed legacv of Eu : 

rope's encounter with the New World, he 
said, adding that some missionaries sup­
ported European mistreatment of native 
peoples while others opposed such ac­
tions. 

McClure stressed that he did not want 
to downplay the horrors of diseases the 
Europeans brought to the natives of the 
Americas , nor the effects of warfare 
against or enslavement of native peoples. 
However, the meet ing of Europeans, 
Africans and Native Americans in the 
New World yielded positive legacies as 
well, he said. 

"The reality in 1992 is that we were lis­
tening to music that is a combination of 
European and African music," he said. 

He added that he paid tribute to Native 
Americans by using a traditional Seneca 
canoeing song as the musical basis for the 
Lord's Prayer in the Mass. 

McClure, who with his wife, Paula, has 
a 3-year-old son, said he has long been in­
terested in how different ethnic groups 
and cultures choose to pray through mu­
sic. He noted that he has performed in 
several Catholic monasteries, including 
Mount Saviour Monastery in Pine City. 

A graduate of the State University of 
New York at Geneseo, McClure grew up 
in York, Livingston County, and went to 
the college to study jazz saxophone. Of 
Scotch and Welsh origin, McClure said 
music is in his blood, and that his late 
grandfather , Charlie, was a well-known 
fiddler and vaudevillian in the region. 

"I older I get, the more people I meet 
that knew Charlie say there 's a straight 

Greg Francis/Staff photographer 

Glen McClure plays the four hammer dulcimer during a performance of his Mass, "Saint Francis in 
the Americas," at St. Michael's Episcopal Church, Geneseo Nov. 9. Performing with him are the 
Panloco Steel Band and an ecumenical community choir. 

line from him to me," McClure said. 
While at Geneseo, McClure said he met 

a professor, J im Kimball, who introduced 
him to the hammer dulcimer. Primarily 
known for its use in Irish-American mu­
sic, the dulcimer has attained new heights 
in McClure's hands — which, by the way, 
hold four hammers, or mallets, instead of 
the traditional two. It was an idea he and 
his friend and business partner, Ted Can­
ning, a percussionist from Cleveland, 

McClure set 
for concerts 

Folk musician Glenn McClure will 
be performing a number of concerts 
dur ing the Christmas season. They 
include: 

• Friday, Dec. 5, 7:30 p .m. : "Heal­
ing the Hur ts of the H u m a n Heart": 
a conce r t / l ec tu re in Not re Dame 
High School cafeteria, Elmira. For 
ticket information, call the high 
school at 607/734-2267. This con­
cert is in celebration of National Hu­
man Rights Week, and is sponsored, 
in part, by the Diocese of Rochester's 
Consistent Life Ethic Fund as well as 
die regional chapters of Pax Christi 
U S A , t h e C a t h o l i c p e a c e g r o u p . 

• Sa turday , D e c . 1 3 , m i d n i g h t : 

Midnight Mass at Newman Catholic 
Communi ty at the State University 
of New York at Geneseo, Wadsworth 
Audi tor ium. McClure will lead a 
choir of students, a lumni and area 
residents in a Christmas celebration. 
Caroling will take place at 11 p .m. 
There is still time to join the choir. 
Call Jill Birch at 716/243-5433. 

• Tuesday , Dec . 16, 7:30 p .m . : 
"Holiday Music on the Dulcimer" at 
Borders Books & Music, 1000 Hylan 
Drive, Rochester. Admission: Free, 

• Wednesday, Dec. 17, 7:30 p jn . : 
"Christmas Music from Around the 
World" at Lakeville United Church 
of Christ , Lakeville. McClure will 
perform o n dulcimer, cello and steel " 
d rums with the Panloco Steel Band. 

Information is available from Mc­
Clure Productions, which may b e 
reached at 716/2434)324, o r uTurough 
hrtp//www.froii t ienietne^~irKyrod 
on the Internet. *. '.'_-.',, \.. ,-l,.;/:i. 
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came u p with "over a plate of pasta one 
night," McClure recalled. 

Using two mallets only allows dulcimer 
players to play straight melodies that need 
accompaniment , McClure said, whereas 
his four-hammer technique gives him the 
freedom to play chords and melodies and 
accompany himself. 

"It makes the instrument a better solo 
instrument," he said of his technique. "I 
tend to do more solo-playing now because 
of this technique." '" 

McClure's p ioneer ing techniques have 
allowed him to play jazz, chamber and or­
chestra music, and ea rned him second 
place in a national dulcimer competi t ion 
in Kansas in 1993. He has since been a 
featured pe r fo rmer at several festivals 
and gives four-hammer dulc imer work­
shops throughout the country, he said. 

McClure also plays several o ther in­
s t ruments , including gui tar and steel 
drums. He performs about 200 Concerts 
a year, including several in schools, and 
has long been a featured performer with 
Young Audiences Rochester, which books 
artists in schools. 

A few years back, he was well-known in 
the area for his concerts for children that 
p romoted recycling in which he would 
play an instrument he invented called the 
"garbaphone ." T h e g a r b a p h o n e is a 7-
foot-long pile of musical trash made up 
of pipes, brake d rums and old saw blades. 
McClure played it on the a lbum "The 
Great Garbage Concert ." 

McClure is also suppor t ing the careers 
of several budding young musicians and 
visual artists, including Minhang Huynh, 
a painter whose 12-foot crucifixion scene 
was unveiled this year in Geneseo . T h e 
painting is louring churches throughout 
the United States, and reproduct ions of 
it are available on postcards through Mc­
Clure Productions. 

McClure conver ted to Catholicism 
while living in Italy more than a decade 
ago, and said he has adopted the Italian 
cul ture as his own, even teaching his 
young son, Matthew, the Italian language. 
Despite his fondness for things Italian, he 
noted that his chief desire is to make West­
ern New Yorkers p roud of their local mu­
sical heritage, one rich in all types of eth­
nic music, he said. 

"There is a vibrant and very support­
ive aud ience for lots of things here in 
Western New York," he concluded. "I'm 
awfully excited about where music is go­
ing in western New York." 

file:///olume
http://www.froiitienietne%5e~irKyrod

