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dedicate the Bishop Sheen Archives —
which are currendy housed at the diocesan
Pastoral Center in Gates. Bishop Hickey
served as chauffeur for Bishop Sheen and
die people who had come with him.
"He wanted to be sure to drive by St.
Bridget's. He was as convinced then, that
he had been right on it at the time he did
it," Bishop Hickey recalled. "He was thoroughly convinced up to his demise that he
had been right, and subsequent events
proved him right."
Indeed, just this year, St. Bridget's Parish
relocated to the former St. Theresa's
Church, and the property that Bishop
Sheen had tried to give away is now for sale.
The passage of nearly 30 years has allowed some of the dust to settle from Bishop Sheen's three years in Rochester.
As Father McNamara noted in his continuation of the diocesan history, Bishop
Sheen left a legacy of postconciliar reform
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motions," noted Father Robert McNamara, the diocese's archivist and the author of
the diocese's official history, The Diocese of
Rochester 18681968. "He was no longer the
progressive bishop witli big ideas."
Indeed, in his unpublished continuation
of the history, Father McNamara wrote that
"from March 3, 1968, on, Fulton J. Sheen
was a 'changed man.' He ceased thereafter
to play the public catalyst, simply busying
himself with the routines of office."
"In general, he seemed to be less efferv
vescent than he'd seemed before," observed Bishop Dennis Hickey, who served
as Bishop Sheen's vicar general. "I guess
he felt he'd gone as far as he could in
Rochester."

He apparently also felt that he had gone
as far in the church hierarchy as he could,
Father Hogan suggested.
Cardinal Francis Spellman, archbishop
of New York, died Dec. 2, 1967. Bishop
Sheen had long been mentioned as a possible successor. But Cardinal Terence
Cooke was appointed die archbishop of
New York March 8,1968, just days after the
St. Bridget's incident in Rochester.
"I think it had been in die back of his
mind," Father Hogan said. "I think that
may have been a great disappointment."

Begging for retirement
Still, no one in the diocese had any idea
that Bishop Sheen was dunking of stepping
down as bishop of Rochester before the
mandatory retirement age of 75 — an age
he would not achieve until May 8,1970.
But on May 8, 1969, he met widi Pope
Paul VI in the Vatican. In his resignation
announcement (Ocjt. 15, 1969), Bishop
Sheen said diat he had "begged him to accept my resignation." He also pushed for
then-Msgr. Joseph Hogan to succeed him.
In die Oct., 17, 1969, issue of the Courier-Journal (the Catholic Courier's predecessor), Bishop Sheen reported diat the pope
had asked him when he would like his retirement to begin. Bishop Sheen said he
replied Sept. 8,1969, die 50th anniversary
of his ordination to die priesdiood.
"The Holy Fadier smiled," he recalled,
"wrote the date on a pad and put a question
mark after it. When I asked what the question mark meant, he answered: 'Oh, it won't
be long after that'"
Bishop Sheen returned to Rochester not
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Bishop Fulton J. Sheen introduces his successor, Bishop-elect Joseph L Hogan.
certain of die date — and gave no indications to others what was going to happen.
"Nobody had any idea he was retiring,"
Bishop Hogan observed. "There were certain signs diat he was terribly hurt, but nobody had any idea."
In fact, he added, "There were signs that
he was going to be around. He rearranged
die chapel in his quarters; so diat it looked
diat he was going to be around for a while."
But Bishop Hogan and his brother
found out differently in late September.
Bishop Sheen told Fadier Hogan he had
received permission to retire, and said he
wanted to get in touch with his brodier,
Bishop Hogan. Bishop Hogan was at diat
time down at a cottage on Honeoye Lake
for his weekly support group meeting widi
fellow priests.
"He called me to tell me diat I would get
a telegram, and he hoped I would give a favorable answer," Bishop Hogan recalled.
But Bishop Sheen also swore the future
bishop to secrecy — he could not tell even
die priests with whom he was staying.
"It was a resdess night, I'll tell you," Bishop Hogan recalled.

'Regenerating'
On Oct. 15,1969, Bishop Sheen formally announced his resignation and unveiled
his successor.
"I am resigning die diocese, I am not resigning work," he declared. "I am not retiring, I am regenerating."

In introducing Bishop-elect Hogan, Bishop Sheen noted diat die future bishop had
been one of die highest vote getters when
he polled the priests of die diocese early in
his tenure about whom they would like to
see in leadership positions. Bishops Hickey
and John McCafferty had been made auxiliary bishops as a result of that poll. But
Bishop Sheen did nothing with Bishop
Hogan at that time.
At die installation luncheon Nov. 27, he
reported djat he had stayed away from Bishop Hogan "for a year and a half, because I
knew diat he was a man who should be given the leadership of this diocese — in order
diat no one could ever say diat I had chosen a friend. I wanted to choose a leader."
Fadier Hogan said Bishop Sheen was
changed after making die announcement.
"I was happy for him," Father Hogan
said. "He seemed so relieved and happy
himself."
Finally, at die installation dinner, Bishop Sheen issued his plea for forgiveness.
"I felt sorry for the guy," Fadier Hogan
said. "He didn't really need to say that. He
wanted to leave with people he did hurt
knowing diat he didn't mean it."
"I was a litde surprised to hear it," Bishop Hickey said. "It took a lot of humility."
After leaving Rochester, Archbishop
Sheen remained active, preaching and writing while living in New York City.
Bishop Sheen returned to the diocese
several times. One of those visits was to

and focused attention on the poor.
"I think he wanted to bring everyone to
gether and give lay people a chance to
know they were the people of God," Fadier
Hogan said. "I was honored to be part of
it."
"I tiiink it helped us to see that Rochester
is part of the bigger scene," Bishop Hickey
commented. "The church is bigger than
Rochester."
He also brought a new model of church
leadership, Bishop Hickey added.
"The bishops of the country (before that
time) were kind of autocratic and ruled
their diocese like tyrants," Bishop Hickey
said. But Bishop Sheen broke down barriers, inviting priests to eat widi him, for example. "I felt free to walk into his office any
time, even down to his apartment. This
man was a nationally known figure, but I
found him Very personable."
In his continuation of die diocese.'s history, Fadier McNamara noted that on Oct.
2, 1979 —just two months before Bishop
Sheen's Dec. 9, 1979, deadi due to heart
failure — Pope John Paul II, during a visit
to New York, met with Bishop Sheen.
"Asked afterward what the pope has
said," Father McNamara reported; "he
replied, 'He told me that I had written and
spoken well of the Lord Jesus, and that I
was a loyal son of the church.'
"No words of commendation could have
been more pleasing to the sixth bishop of
Rochester," Father McNamara wrote. "To
preach Christ and to serve the church faithfully had been die sole aim of his extraordinary life."
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A D O P T I O N S T h e Catholic
Courier does not publish
adoption advertising. To obtain
a list of agencies that serve
birth mothers and adoptive
parents, call 7 1 6 - 3 2 8 - 4 3 4 0 .
Agencies wishing to be included on this list may send information to the Catholic Courier.

Apartments
Unfurnished

PRODUCTION WORKER WANTED:
Some lifting involved. 9am to
5pm. Friendly atmosphere.
High school graduate only.
FSEMOTHERS, 453 Portland Ave.

Card of Thanks

Small office needs secretary
with education and experience

T H A N K Y O U ST. J U D E for
favors received. D M

in office work and comfortable
phone personality. Typing

EMPLOYMENT

453 Portland Ave., 544-9530

Help Wanted

W O R K AT HOME$500-$ 1500
part time, $2000-$6000 full
time.
Call
toll
free
1-888-609-2921.

MIDT0WN MANOR APARTMENTS

FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER
Convenient Downtown Location.
Walk to shopping. On a direct busline.
Studios $299; One bedroom $359
All utilities included. Section 8 accepted.
Monthly Mass Services
475 East Broad St • 716-546-3650

VIDEO L I B R A R I A N Full time
as primary consultant for
video
materials
for the
Diocese. Develops and oversees catalog systems; evaluates video content; and trains
catechists. M A in theology or
related
field
preferred.
Experience and ability to travel required. Send resume to:
Barbara Pedeville Diocese of
Rochester 1150 Buffalo Rd.
14624 E O E

T E X T U R E D / S W I R L E D CEILINGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59.
Water Damage, drywall. plaster repairs. Quality work; reasonable prices. 716-392-5076.

f*

FOR

Instruction
& Schools
PIANO LESSONS:Beginning
students through a d v a n c e d .

Ages

4

NOLAN
ELECTRIC

A L L Y O U R ELECTRICAL N E E D S

Licensed & Fully Insured

Kin m SmnlL H > ,l„ Ihrm

\ll<

473-6610/473-4357
23 AihiiKliniM R.x In-li-i \ \ I IhllT
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MASONRY & CHIMNEY

t l |

CHIMNEY
SERVICE

BASEMENT
WALLS
repaired,
painted.
Interior
painting, home repairs, gutter
cleaning. Small jobs welcome.
AL
MEYVIS
JR.
716-392-4435.
B U R G - M A S T E R
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING,
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings
repaired, rugs s h a m p o o e d .
Insured, powerwashing. Dan
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827.

AAA PAINTING
Special interior iiHcs Insured.

nitinyroforoiuos member ol

["(lirhiiMiuv^CoiiiKil
b wars in busincvv

AMERICAN

1190 Park Ave.- 244-5642

B R N A R D K. BAYS? & S O N

Master Painters

Painting & Wallpaperj
Wood Finishing and Gutters
Aluminum Doors and Windows
est. 1-952

(716)381-0812

To advertise in the Courier classifieds fill out the coupon and mail to:
Catholic Courier, PO Box 24379. Rochester, NY 14624

AdCopy:.

ALL MASONRY WORK

865-4170

716-436-8290

through . adult.

716-225-7027.

Masonry

Serving Rochester & Surrounding Areas

ra

Kvpt'iK'iHf in oHu
household moung.uxt Hi-hicnrv

4244848

Ceiling Repair

MERCHANDISE

CHRISTMAS TREES^irs, five
varieties, $ 2 0 any size, u-cut or
fresh cut, A L L W E S T E R N
E V E R G R E E N F A R M 6840
Liberty Pole Rd. (County Rd 38,
1 mile from rt. 15, near
Webster's Crossing between
Conesus . a n d Springwater.
Open weekends 9-5, weekdays
by appointment 716-669-2659.

Call XLS for Winter Comfort!
Heat & Air Conditioning
Specialists
• Sales • Service • Installation
Family (hmed iff Operated .

K-D Moving &
Storage, Inc.

Painting
& Wallcovering

Electricians

Plants Flowers
& Trees

Hicks H o m e Heating

SERVICES

required. FEEBROTrOS,

EARN M O N E Y
READING
books! $30,000/yr.
income
potential.
Details
800-513-4343, ext. Y-1467.

Air Conditioning

663-7360

Call 716-328-4340 to advertise
in the Courier classifieds
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