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AIDS Rochester representatives hand out
buttons such as
these at health
fairs.
disease that will
potentially kill
you."
Hudson said
he hopes to
turn his crisis
into something
positive by giving
seminars. Through
these talks, the Syracuse native strives to
share better information
about HIV and AIDS than he
felt he received as a high-schooler
in the late 1980s.
"I didn't have a lot of the education
that students are getting today." which is
excellent." Hudson remarked.
Diocesan teens, also, are helping to' '
raise awareness about HIV and AIDS. For
example. Alisha Cramer became an
HIV AIDS peer educator through the
American Red Cross last summer.
"I'm hoping people can become aware
of the risk factor when we do certain
things. We can prevent HIV so easily, but
people don't want to change their
behavior," said Alisha, 16, from St. Mary's
Church in Canandaigua.
Alisha gave an Oct. 28 seminar on HIV
and AIDS to her health class at Marcus
Whitman High School in Rushville. The
session included a rendition of the TV
game show "Jeopardy," in which
"contestants" were given answers to which
they must ask the correct question. For
example:
A
. One reason you engage in sexual
behavior even when you feel you're not
supposed
to.
p
> What is peer pressure?
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": HIV is passed on to another person
by these four fluids.

hester, to put a human face on the disease.
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"I won't lie, I had several different (sexual) partners. But it only takes one time
(to contract the HIV virus)," Hudson
said. "It was kind of denial. I didn't think,
anything could touch me. You're drinking
and smoking in bars, and your inhibitions
get let down. Pleasure was more

important than my intellect."
After he tested HIV-positive last spring,
Hudson said he was devastated.
"That was, of course, rough. At the
time, I cried. I was feeling loneliness and

a lack of a future," Hudson recalled. "It's
a hard thing to tell your mom you have a

Vs What are blood, semen, vaginal fluid and breast milk?
Meanwhile, Meghan Scherer said she
used an encyclopedia, and also went online, to research a high-school essay she
wrote last month on AIDS.
"There's a lot of information about it
on the Internet," said Meghan, 15, from
St. Michael's Church in Penn Yan.
Bishop Matthew H. Clark is working to.
raise AIDS awareness as well. He led an
interfaith service at St. Mary's Church in
downtown Rochester on Dec. 1 — the date
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when World
AIDS Day is
annually,
observed.
Even with all
these efforts,
Meghan said
she's still
concerned that a
irge segment of the
population is not
properly informed about
the HIV virus.
"They still think it's the
homosexual disease, and that's definiteh
not true," Meghan commented.
A case in point was Nushawn Williams.
21, who was connected to several
confirmed cases of HIV aiound New
York state after having unprotected sex
with dozens of voting women — even aftei
he was told in,September 19l.Hi that hewas HIV-infected. These fads came to'
light after Williams was arrested in
Chautauqua Countv in September on a
drug possession t barge.
Alisha.remarked that Williams' careless
activity is not unique.
"I wasn't really too surprised. I guess.
That kind of thing is happening all o\ei.
this was just publicized." Alisha said.
Hudson stated that he would never
knowingly spread the disease in the
manner that Williams apparently did.
"It seems like that person was knowingly out to harm people. I think that's prem
sad," Hudson commented. "Everybod\
has a moral obligation to do the right
thing."
Currently, the right thing for Hudson is i
to continue his HIV/AIDS awareness
efforts. He also attends the National
Technical Institute for the Deaf, at
Rochester Institute of Technology, where
he is studying to become a sign-language
interpreter.
Hudson also hopes that a cure for the
HIV virus lies in his future. Although no
such discovery has been made, Hudson

feels that medical research has made
enough strides that his wish may someday
be fulfilled.
"Instead of wondering when I'm going
to die, it's ifYm going to die," Hudson remarked. "There's hope that I can live a
long, healthy, happy life."
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MAKE A HAPPY MEMORY THIS CHRISTMAS

Tour
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Gifts of Comfort and Convenience,

^^^>-^^^!^^r^>^^
Make this Holiday Special
with a gift from

from the people of Southside.
All-Electric
Lift/Recliner

5

Flick the fingertip switch
to get up easily, without
assistance, or settle down
to relax or nap comfort.
Choice of stunning fabrics
and colors to go with any
home decor.

S499.M

Deluxe
Luxury Chair
OFF

Large, *589. 2fl

All Models

Standard Chaif
Small or Medium

jfl

*100.
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Notjustfor
D.F.D. Cushion wheelchairs!
Hours-on-end comfort for
• Long-haul Drivers • Office Workers
• Construction Operators
• Anyone who must sit for long periods!

Give this incredible $ C Q 0 0
comfortforonly
Ov/.#gl2

Southside

H
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Medical Products • Medea! Sen-ices • Medical Supplies

1815 South Clinton Ave., Suite 400.
271-7141 • Women's Center 244-3340
1-800-333-0979 • TTY 271-7141
, All prices are in effect through December 31. 1997.
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Victorian
Doll
Museum
Also on
Premises
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Forman'sf

Avery personal men's store.

Buy 1 shirtregularprice
and a selected
SECOND SHIRT
1/2 PRICE
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fli Prior sales excluded. No special orders wilti this coupon. « | L
jC
This coupon not valid with any other coupon.
\J
& 116 S t Paul S t • Rochester, NY 14604 W
fit
Mon. through Sat. 9:30-5:30 pm
&
«L
Thursday 9:30-8:00 pm
ifc

DOLL GIFT SHOP FEATURES:
• Commemorative Stamp Dolls
• Mme Alexander • Ginny
• Cloth & Porcelain Dolls
• Vinyl Baby Dolls
• Paper Dolls • Doll Trunks

Chili Doll Hospital Gift Shop
Tues.-Sat. 10- 4:30 • Sun.1- 4:00
4332 Buffalo Rd., North Chili

S

H 247-0130

