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Remember gifts and offer help to others 
Each year at this time I find myself 

deeply attracted by the convergence of 
themes from our national feast of 
Thanksgiving and our liturgical season 
of Advent. I know that those two reali
ties are not directly related to one 
another. They do not even have the 
same central theme. But they do hap
pen close in time to one another and 
each in its own fashion invites us to be 
in touch with the ebb and flow of our 
lives. 

Thanksgiving calls us to an awareness 
of God's goodness to us and for appro
priate expressions of gratitude for bless
ings received. And so, Thanksgiving 
orders us to the past. Advent bids us be 
aware that the good work Christ has 
begun in us will one day be brought to 
completion when Christ will come 
again in glory. And so, Advent orders 
us to joyful hope about the future. 

Even as I type these words I hope 
that you see as clearly as I do that we 
cannot define such matters as thanks
giving and hope by time frames as easi
ly as all that. Gratitude for past favors is 
not truly an act of thanksgiving without 
some reference or'orientation to how I 
will express my gratitude in the future. 
There can hardly be real hope, much 
less joyful hope, without some past 
experience or promise that founds the 
hope. 

For such reasons I invite you to fold 
your happy memories of Thanksgiving 
into your Advent prayers of hope and 
anticipation. You might start with a 
revisiting of those people, gifts and 
opportunities for which you were most 
grateful on the Thanksgiving feast. 
Follow that recollection by peaceful and 
interior exploration of ways in which 
you can appropriately and generously 
share such gifts with others who yearn 
for such things but have no way, unaid
ed, of realizing them. 

For us who were born and raised in 
the most prosperous nation on earth it 
is an understandable temptation to for
get the incredible opportunities we have 
had, how much we owe to others, how 
much we have received. I once heard , 
the same thought put this way, "We can 
too easily be born on third base and 
conclude that we hit a triple." 

As to the joyful anticipation of 
Advent: While that turns our head to 
the future, it also calls us to the past 
and to the experiences or promises that 
make us hopeful about the days and 
years to come. That is not always an 
easy task. It rather forces us to acknowl
edge, at least implicitly, that the future 
is something beyond our power to con
trol. And that brings us into an aware
ness of vulnerability and uncertainty, 
which are rarely comfortable for us. 

Difficult as it may be, there is great 
peace to be known when we can at least 
want with our hearts to entrust our 
future well being to the goodness of the 
God "who loves us more than we could 
ever imagine. As is true with a genuine 
expression of gratitude, so it is with 
hope: We truly express hope when we 
support our sisters and brothers as in 
their journeys from doubt to hope. 

What do I suggest? Remember those 
good gifts for which you are most grate
ful and help someone to take a step 
closer to enjoying similar blessings. 
Review the fondest hopes of your own 
heart and be a strength to a sister or 
brother in their quest for deeper life. 
There are fewer better ways of realizing 
the presence of God alive, loving and 
active among us. 

Peace to all. 

LIFE P L A N S 
Ordinary Life: The Standard Whole Life 
Contract which provides permanent protec
tion, TAX-DEFERRED CASH VALUE. 
Minimum issue is $5,000 coverage. Ages 0-80. 
(1015) 
Yearly Renewable Term: Maximum protec
tion at LOWEST COST. Ideal for those who 
would like a lot of coverage and who want to 
save money. This plan has no cash value. 
Minimum issue is $10,000 coverage. Ages 15-
65. (6005/6006) 
Decreasing Term: Useful as a mortgage pro
tection plan since coverage decreases as the 
mortgage principal decreases. $5,000 mini
mum. Ages 0-55. (1316/1321/1326/1331) 
Twenty Payment Life: Ordinary Life payable 
for 20 years, providing protection, cash value, 
and dividends. Minimum $5,000 coverage or 
$150 annual premium. Ages 0-75. (1025) 
S-POL: Our Single Premium Ordinary Life is 
a cash value insurance plan you can purchase 
wifh only ONE lump sum payment. There are 
no future premiums necessary. It's permanent 
insurance you own for life. Almost the entire 
premium is available for cash or loan at die , 
end of die first year. Your guaranteed cash 
value continues to increase each year even 
diough you pay no more premiums. (0995) 
Jet 25: Juvenile Expanding Term to age 25 is 
perfect for children, providing LOWEST 
COST life insurance, guaranteed insurability, 
and eligibility for scholarship benefits. 
$10,000 coverage for only $20 per year for 
males, $19 per year for females. Ages 0-23. 
(1348) 

F A M I L Y M A T T E R S 
For more dian 106 years, Polish Union of America has considered its members 
"family." And we treat diem like family, offering the security of life insurance, 
anuities, and IRAs — and providifig die camaraderie of social activities. Members 
are also granted fraternal benefits, like the National Fraternal Scholarship 
Program and die Orphan Benefit for young members who become orphaned. 
PUA is always looking for ways to help your family — because family matters. 
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I WOULD LIKE INFORMATION ON: 

.Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA's) (2001/2901) 

.Single Premium Deferred Annuities (2900/2702) 

.Flexible Premium Deferred Annuities (2000) 
JLife Insurance 
_I am interested in the Single Premium offer for my 
grand children. (0995) 

_I am interested in the PUA's Alternate Plan for Final 
Expenses. (0995) 

Name 

Address. 

City 

Telephone 

State Zip. 

POLISH U N I O N OF AMERICA 
Fraternal Life Insurance and Benefit Society — Founded 1890 

PUA - Strong, Caring, and Joining Hands to Touch Lives... 
i 

RETIREMENT PLANS 
Transfer your CD or IRA 
or 40 IK to a guaranteed 
and safe High Yield PUA 

Annuity Account. 

High Yield - Current Rate 6.25% 
Guaranteed Rate — 4.5% 

Plan Options: 
• Single Premium Deferred Annuity 
• Flexible Premium Deferred Annuity 
• Individual Retirement Annuity (IRA) 
• IRA and Pension Rollovers 

ANNUITIES FROM T H E P U A 
The Polish Union of America provides a portfo
lio of annuity contracts to assist you in meeting 
your lortg and short-term financial needs and 
objectives. Our Single Premium and Flexible 
Deferred Annuities enable you to utilize a por
tion of your assets to accumulate guaranteed 
retirement income benefits in a safe, tax-deferred 
earnings environment. The plans fully recognize 
that short-term 
financial needs 
may arise prior to 
retirement. 
(2900/2901/ 
2060/2001/2702) 

Become m 
New Member 
of PUA 
receive 
FREE 
10" PUA 
under 
offerl! 
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