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Iragi families gather in the presidential palace in Baghdad Nov. 17 to serve as
human shields, hoping to deter an attack by United Nations’ forces.

Bishop offers help for Iraq

WASHINGTON (CNS) — In a letter to

his counterpart in Iraq, the president of the

U.S. bishops’ conference expressed soli-

darity with the Iraqi people and reiterated

the bishops’ opposition to broad sanctions
inst Iraq.

“We hear the cries of the millions of in-
nocent men, women and children who are
suffering as a result of the actions of the
Iraqi government and the human costs of
eight years of sweeping and comprehensive
United Nations sanctions,” said Bishop An-
thony M. Pilla of Cleveland in a Nov. 14 let-
ter to Chaldean Patriarch Raphael I Bidaw-
id, president of the Iraq bishops’ interritual
conference.

Bishop Pilla, president of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops and U.S.
Catholic Conference, said his fellow bish-
ops would explore ways U.S. Catholic agen-
cies could help alleviate the critical hu-
manitarian needs in Iraq.

The letter from Bishop Pilla followed dis-
cussions on the Iraq situation that took
place during the US. bishops’ Nov. 10-12
meeting in Washington. ‘

The bishops discussed how the NCCB

human consequences for you and the peo-
ple you serve and others in the Middle
Fast,” Bishop Pilla wrote.

He noted that the U.S. bishops have fre-
quently criticized the human effects of the

sanctions and urged the government of .

Iraq to accept its “clear moral responsibili-
ty to end its threats to peace and to aban-
don efforts to develop weapons of mass de-
struction.” .

However, sanctions against Iraq “should
not destroy the lives and health of people

who bear no responsibility for the unac-

ceptable acts of their rulers,” Bishop Pilla
continued. '

“We will hold the suffering of your peo-
ple in our hearts and in.our prayers,” he
condluded. “As pastors, we assure you, your
brother bishops and your people of our
support, solidarity and prayers in these dif-
ficult days.” -

Meanwhile, apprehensive about the pos-
sibility of new fighting in the Persian Gulf,
Pope John Paul IT urged world leaders to
insist on dialogue as the only way to defuse
the crisis in Iraq. ’

The pope, speaking at a Sunday blessing .
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