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Synod of Bishop

s for America underw

VATICAN CITY — The bishops of the

Western Hemisphere are committed to
working together to strengthen the
Catholic Church, uphold Christian moral-
ity and promote justice and solidarity, said
leaders of the Synod of Bishops for Amer-
ica.
" While acknowledging that the
Caribbean, North, South and Central
America have marked differences, the
bishops praised Pope John Paul II's deci-
sion to hold one synod for the entire re-
gion.

“I think that sense of seeing us as a uni-
fied group of pilgrims, as church with that
wonderful exchange — North, Central and
South —is a great vision and a great hope,”

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony of Los Ange- -

les said Nov. 17.

The cardinzl, one of the papally ap-
pointed synod presidents, and other syn-
od officers held a press conference after

_the gathering’s first working session.

The main focus of the opening session
was an outline of the topics facing the syn-
od. Mexican Cardinal juan Sandoval
Iniguez of Guadalajara, the synod’s record-
ing secretary, said the gathering would fo-
cus on the new evangelization of the re-
gion, promoting solidarity and working for
justice, including in the area of interna-
tional economic relations.

The question of Latin America’s foreign
debt and Pope John Paul’s suggestion that
the celebration of the year 2000 include
some debt forgiveness was acknowledged
as one of the most concrete issues the syn-
od will discuss.

“We as pastors are looking at it because
of this tremendous negative impact it has
on people,” Cardinal Mahony said at the
press conference. ’

“Keep in mind that so much of this mon-

ey that was borrowed in Latin America did

not go to the benefit of the people,”
through new schools, hqspitals or other

CNS/Reuters

Bishops from North, Central and South America gather for the first working ses-
sion of the Synod of Bishops for America Nov. 17.

services to improve their lives, the cardinal
said. Instead, corrupt government officials

pocketed a chunk of the aid.

On the second day of the synod, Pope
John Paul met privately with James D.
Wolfensohn, president of the World Bank.
The Vatican announced the meeting, but
released no information on the discussion.

At the Nov. 17 press conference, Hon-
duran Archbishop Oscar Andres Ro-
driguez Maradiaga of Tegucigalpa, presi-
dent of the Latin American bishops’
council, said he and other council repre-
sentatives have met with World Bank and
International Monetaty Fund officials to
discuss the prospects of easing the debt.

But Latin American church leaders are

not simply begging for debt forgiveness, he

said.
“We are convinced that the problem of
the debt won't be resolved until there is a

battle against corruption in our countries,” -

he said.
With the Cuban and Haitian bishops
taking the lead, the synod also.is expected

to discuss the morality of economic em-

bargoes, .such as those imposed by the
United States against Cuba.

“We don’t think embargoes are the cor-
rect response to problems. They strike the
poor ... and they bear no fruit,” Archbish-
op Rodriguez said. “The only embargo
which should be imposed is that on arms
sales, because they bring death.”

In his opening presentation to the syn-
od, as well as in his remarks to the press,
Cardinal Sandoval insisted that the synod’s
discussion of any topic must be seen in
light of the Catholic faith. ,

“Our goals can be met only through an
encounter with the living Christ,” he said
in his report to the synod.

The building of charity, solidarity and
communion among all the peoples of the
Americas must be based on unity in
Christ, he said.

Among the concerns highlighted by
Cardinal Sandoval was what many Latin
American church leaders see as a “coordi-
nated plan” to expand the presence of non-
Catholic churches in the region.

He spoke of “the invasion of sects, which
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do not act in accordance with the Gospel,
but attack the church of God.”

Later, in response, Archbishop Francisj.
Spence of Kingston, Ontario, told re-
porters that the situation of ecumenism
and relations among churches in North
America “is somewhat different,” but that
did not mean that the synod should set the
issue aside.

“We have something to learn from
them, and they have things to learn from
us,” the archbishop said. ,

Cardinal Mahony said the synod lead-
ership did not want to focus only on prob-
lems, although synod members would ex-
amine them honestly and realistically.

“But 1 would hope that during the
course of these days we would see a greater
emphasis on the opportunities, because 1
believe we are going to see a lot of sugges-
tions and maybe even initiatives for much
closer collaboration with the churches
throughout all the Americas,” the cardinal
said.
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-~ "Thetextof theresolution was sent to
New York Cardinal John J. O’Connor,
who announced Nov. 9 that he would
gather people acquainted with the life
of Daorothy Day to, consider initiating
her cause for canonization. *.
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