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Preachers 
Continued from page 1 

The key words in Canon 766, Father 
Kennedy said, are necessary and useful. 
Since neither the national bishops' con
ference nor the diocese have issued 
norms on what is considered necessary 
and useful, he said that the decision on 
who can preach "falls to the local pastor." 

Mack, who serves as pastoral associate 
at the Catholic Communities of St. 
Anne/St.- Gregory in Palmyra and Mari
on, argued that lay preachers are indeed 
necessary and useful as the number of 
priests steadily shrinks in our diocese. 

"Let's face it, we are living in extraor
dinary times," Mack commented. "When 
Father Bob (Robert Gaudio) is doing a 
wedding and a funeral on a Saturday, how 
can he possibly prepare a homily on the 
weekend?" 

Father Gaudio is the only active priest 
serving at St. Anne/St. Gregory. There is 
no deacon on staff. 

Yet Father Baker, when asked if lay 
preaching could be permissible because 
priests are overloaded with other respon
sibilities, replied, "That argument does
n't convince me. I preach every Sunday." 

H e c h a r g e d t h a t i n t e r p r e t i n g c a n o n law 

to permit lay preaching is similar to twist
ing the U.S. Constitution so that abortion 
can become legalized. 

The USCC's Verbeek said that bishops 
across the country, also, are split on this 
issue. She said that differences arise over 
the word "useful" in Canon 766. 

"There is a certain ambiguity," re
marked Verbeek, associate director for 
the national conference's Secretariat of 
Doctrinal and Pastoral Practices. 

No national directive is imminent, Ver
beek added. She said that the nation's 
bishops attempted to establish norms on 
lay preaching in the early 1990s, and that 
she also served last year on a committee 
— which included bishops — that ad
dressed the subject. No consensus was 
reached either time. 

"The decision was that this was best left 
to the local level," Verbeek said. 

Women gain acceptance 
Reaction to female lay preachers in this 

diocese has been split, according to 
women interviewed for this story. 

Although Sister Sobala said there was 

"immediate acceptance" when she 
preached at the University of Rochester, 
the going was not so smooth when she be
gan preaching at St. Mary's Church short
ly after arriving there in 1982. 

"The first few years were very rocky in 
general. The community felt they had an
other good preacher; at the same time, 
there was a small group of naysayers," Sis
ter Sobala recalled. "They reported the 
situation to the national and internation
al hierarchy." 

"I do know what it's like to have some
body get up and walk out," added Gloria 
Ulterino, who has preached since the 
mid-1980s. 

"When it does happen, it's a numbing 
kind of thing. It leaves you very empty," 
Workmaster remarked. 

Ulterino suggested that the image of fe
males at the pulpit has fueled the bulk of 
the controversy. 

"If all you're used to is that (the preach
er) has to be the priest or deacon — espe
cially if this person looks real different — 
then it's going to raise questions," Ulteri
no said. She currently serves as director of 
die diocesan Office of Women in Church 
and Society. 

However, Sister Sobala said, resistance 
to female preachers has diminished in re
cent years. 

"Given a chance, communities will find 
the preaching of women as valuable and 
life-inspiring as male preachers," Sister 
Sobala said. "Now I find, at least among 
our parishioners, that die quality of the 
preaching and the message conveyed are 
much more important. People are be
coming connoisseurs of good preaching." 

Mary Lou O'Connor, a parishioner at 
St. Gabriel's Church, Hammondsport, 
noted diat while her parish is "very con
servative," parishioners have welcomed 
the preaching of Sister Anne Michelle 
McGill, SSJ, St. Gabriel's pastoral admin
istrator. 

O'Connor reported that she's "finding 
the community is very receptive to this. I 
have not heard any complaints at all." 

Sister McGill became die diocese's first 
pastoral administrator when she came to 
St. Gabriel's in 1994. 

Ulterino and Mack said that churchgo
ers enjoy the chance to hear viewpoints 
other than a priest's or deacon's. 

"It is important to hear a variety of voic
es," Ulterino remarked. 

"The people of God very much want a 
full perspective — and no one person has 
that perspective," Mack said. 

Where to draw the line? 
While diocesan officials say there is 

some flexibility regarding preaching, they 
are very clear in their opposition to the 
Gospel being read by a lay person. 

Workmaster and Father McKemna cit
ed the General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal, an official church text that gives 
doctrinal and liturgical explanation of the 
structures, elements and ministries at 
Mass. Chapter 2, Section III, No. 34 
states: 

"It is desirable that the Gospel be read 
by a deacon or, in his absence, by a priest 
other than die one presiding; the odier 
readings are proclaimed by a reader. In 
the absence of a deacon or anodier priest, 
the celebrant reads the gospel." 

"My line to the pastor is, 'I can support 
you in your right to call qualified people 
to preach. But I cannot support lay per
sons proclaiming the Gospel before the 
preaching, since the liturgical law is 
rather specific,'" Workmaster said. 

Father Paul Schnacky, pastor of St. 
Joseph's Church in Wayland, has estab
lished a policy that appears consistent 
with diocesan officials' wishes. He said 
that he allows for lay preachers "on spe
cial occasions," when such guest speakers 
as Marriage Encounter coordinators "can 
present a topic better than I can." 

However, he added, "I still read the 
Gospel myself, on any occasion." 

On the other hand, Sister McGill reads 
the Gospel regularly at St. Gabriel's and 
at St. Mary's Church in Bath, where Fa
ttier Robert Hammond — sacramental ad
ministrator for St. Gabriel's — is pastor. 

"We both Uiink it's important diat who
ever breaks open the Scripture, reads the 
Scripture," Sister McGill said. 

Fadier McKenna acknowledged that he 
is aware that several lay people in die dio
cese read the Gospel even though "it's 
pretty well oudined in the norms that this 
is not permitted." 

"I haven't talked to them, so I don't 
know what their rationale is," Father 
McKenna said. 

Fattier Baker said diat he approves of 
such lay roles during a communion ser
vice, when diere is no priest or deacon 
available. But he said that he has never at
tended a Mass when a lay person has ei
ther preached or read the Gospel. 

On the other hand, Father Edward 
Palumbos, pastor of St. Charles Bor-
romeo Church, said that lay people were 
already preaching and reading die Gospel 
when he arrived at the Greece parish as 

pastor in 1992. He has continued to pro
mote diat practice, as he did in his prior 
assignment as pastor at Church of the 
Good Shepherd in Henrietta. 

"It's my judgment call," he said. "I have 
not gotten any flak for it." 

Father Palumbos defended his policy 
by saying that church law should not de
termine which ranks of people are allowed 
to preach or read the Gospel, but rather 
"to ensure that competent, qualified peo
ple are given access to the pulpit." 

If anything, Sister McGill remarked, 
church lawmakers should place more re
strictions on who preaches, rather than 
who says die Gospel. 

"It seems to me diey'd be more careful 
about who was breaking open the Word 
than who was reading it," she said. 

Ulterino, who said diat she, also, has 
proclaimed the Gospel at Mass, agreed. 

"The one who is able to open it up is al
so the one who is able, hopefully, to pro
claim it," she commented. 

Sister Sobala said that she has read die 
Gospel at St. Mary's Church since 1986. 

"We're not to destroy the Gospel; that 
is anything but true," she said. "I very 
much want people to be caught by die fire 
of the Gospel." 

More preachers to come 
Father McKenna predicted that die 

priest shortage, combined with more ad
vanced lay theological training, will fuel 
further expansion of lay preaching. 
' "It's obvious that many people have had 

a formalized education equivalent to a 
priest or deacon," Fadier McKenna said. 

Father Kennedy noted that an ever-in
creasing number of lay people are being 
admitted to die Master of Divinity pro
gram at St. Bernard's Institute. National 
guidelines for diis program, he said, list 
preaching courses as requirements. 

However, Father Kennedy warned, die 
availability of these preachers does not 
guarantee that pastors will permit diem 
to preach — or read die Gospel. 

"My job is to tell people what canon law 
and liturgical law is. I can't tell a parish or 
pastor what to do," Father Kennedy said. 

The subject has enough unresolved is
sues, Father McKenna said, diat the dio
cese may soon establish official directives 
about lay preaching and Gospel reading. 

"Maybe it's an appropriate time to put 
together some norms and guidelines," 
the chancellor remarked. "Perhaps there 
are some misunderstandings and diere is 
a need for clarification." 
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Announcements 
ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish 
adoption advertising. To obtain 
a list of agencies that serve 
birth mothers and adoptive 
parents, call 716-328-4340. 
Agencies wishing to be includ
ed on this list may send infor
mation to the Catholic Courier. 

Business 
Opportunities 

PARTNERS WANTED for new 
businesses. Niche markets. 
Complementary skills sought-
computers (year 2000 prob
lem); investing/trading (areas 
not widely followed); and 
opportunities in non-US mar
kets (should have specific 
contacts). Levels of commit
ment to be negotiated before 
startup. Detailed response to 
Ad#1 POBox 24379 Roch
ester NY 14624. 

Help Wanted 
EARN MONEY READING 
books! $30,000/yr. income 
potential. Details 800-513-
4343, ext.Y-1467. 

EMPLOYMENT 

He lp W a n t e d 

FTOOUCTONWOflKffiWNim 
Some l ing involved. 9am to 
5pm. Friendly atmosphere. 

. High school graduate only. 
FSBROnaa 453 Portland Ave. 

MANAGEMENT-CAREER 
OPPORTUNITY Wall St. 
Investment firm expanding. 
We train thoroughly. High 
earning potential. Please send 
resume to: First Investors 
Corp. 1425 Jefferson Rd. 
Rochester, NY 14623 attn: 
Jennifer Smith. 

Wanted to Buy 
WANTED TO BUY: Sunburst 
monstrance. Call 716-394-
7138. 

Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, 
Sterling and China, Linnens. 

Wanted: complete estates and house
holds. Sell to me for cash or I will 
conduct a sale for you. 

JlCarilyntUlntiquea 
716-647-2480 

PROPERTY 

Apartments 
Unfurnished 

MOTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER 
Convenient Downtown Location. 

Walk to shopping. On a direct busline. 
Studios $299; One bedroom $359 

Ail utilities included. Section 8 accepted. 
Monthly MMS Sonnccs 

475 East Braid St • 71M4WK0 
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Ceiling Repair 
TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59. 
Water Damage, drywall, plas
ter repairs. Quality work; rea
sonable prices. 716-392-5076. 

Electricians 

te 
NOLAN 
ELECTRIC 

FOR Au. YOUR EUZCTOCAL NEEDS 

Serving Rochester S Suroumtng Areas 
Licensed & Fully Insured 

^ 7164364290 MS 

SERVICES 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for Winter Comfort! 

Heat & Air Conditioning 
Specialists 

• Sales • Service - Installation 
Family Owned &? Operated 

4244848 

Home Improvement 
MASONRY REPAIR: brick 
steps, basement walls, 
cement repair & painting, etc. 
Reasonable. 35 yrs. exp. 
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr. 

House Cleaning 

$10 OFF HOUSE/window 
cleaning. Lawncare. Mickey's 
Cleaning Service. 716-
527-9051 or Page 239-5607. 

Masonry 

ft* 

A 
AMERICAN 
MASONRY & CHIMNEY 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

AU. MASONRY WORK 

663-7360 

SERVICES 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Big or Small, We do Ihtm All! 

473-6610/4734357 
as Arlington St. Rochester NY 14607 

NYDOTI9657 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

AAA PAINTING 
Special interior rates. Insured, 

many references, member of 

Fair Busineess Council. 

15 years in business. 

1190 ParkAve.-244-5642 

BASEMENT WALLS repaired, 
painted. Interior painting, home 
repairs, gutter cleaning. Small 
jobs welcome. AL MEYVIS JR. 
716-392-4435. " 

BURG-MASTER PAINTING & 
P A P E R H A N G I N G , texture 
ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

SERVICES 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

ROOFING & S U N G CO. 
Established 1912 

George R. Bowman, Sr. 
• Roof Repairs • Siding • 
• Replacement Window • 

• Seemless Aluminum Gutters • 
• Gutter Cleaning • Ice Problems • 

671-3270 
671-2912 
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