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Pontiff prays for victims of Holocaust, all violence 
By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY - Remember ing all 
the saints and all the deceased at the be
ginning of November, Pope J o h n Paul II 
offered special prayers for the victims of 
the Nazi Holocaust, violence and disas
ters. 

"I go in spiritual pi lgr image particu
larly to the places where the victims of 
violence and war, injustice and hunge r 
are buried," o the p o p e said d u r i n g his 
midday Angelus address Nov. 2, the feast 
of All Souls. 

"May Jesus, who said, ' I am the resur
rection and the life,' g ran t to all the de
ceased the repose of the jus t and the full
ness of eternal life," he prayed. 

Speaking in Polish, t he 77-year-old 
p o p e personal ized his prayers , saying 
that on the feast day his thoughts tu rn to 
the cemeter ies in his h o m e l a n d , "to 
Auschwitz and the o ther concent ra t ion 
camps (and) to the Rakowicki cemetery 
in Krakow, where my parents rest. I en
trust all of these deceased to God with 

Pope John Paul II addresses pilgrims from a window overlooking St. Peter's 
Square on All Souls' Day Nov. 2. The pope recalled those who were killed in the 
Auschwitz death camp in his native Poland during the Holocaust. 

my warmest prayers." 
On Nov. 1, the feast of All Saints, Pope 

John Paul made his customary visit to 

the underground grotto of St. Peter's 
Basilica to pray at the graves of t he 
popes and other faithful buried there. 

"Celebrating all the saints and com
memorating all the faithful departed, 
the pilgrim church on earth lives and ex
presses in its liturgy the spiritual bond 
which unites it to the heavenly church," 
the pope told a crowd in St. Peter's 
Square Nov. 1. 

The unity of Christ's body — the faith
ful who have been baptized into new life 
— is not broken by death, the pope said. 

"How consoling it is to think that our 
dearly departed are in the company of 
Mary, the Apostles, the martyrs, the con
fessors of the faith, the virgins and all 
the saints in paradise," he said. 

Continuing his explanation of "the 
communion of saints" during his Nov. 2 
Angelus address, the pope said, "Death 
is not the last word about human destiny, 
because we are destined for a life widiout 
limits, accomplished in God." 

Because life does not end with death, 
the Catholic Church encourages its 
members to visit cemeteries , care for 
graves and pray for the dead, giving wit
ness to "trusting hope, even in the pain 
of separation from their dear ones." 

Pope John Paul II condemns all forms of anti-Semitism 
By Lynne WeU 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY - Pope John Paul II 
told participants in a Vatican symposium 
that hatred of Jews and Judaism is against 
God's will and die church's intent. 

The pontiff addressed the 60 members 
of the group, composed mostly of 
Catholic dieologians, on die second day 
of dieir Oct. 30- Nov. 1 colloquium tided, 
"The Roots of Anti-Judaism in the Christ
ian Milieu." 

T h e gadiering was intended to review 
die elements of Christian leaching from 
die last 2,000 years that rpight have con
tributed to dislike for Judaism. 

Pope John Paul pointed to several parts 
of the Old and New Testaments in which 
Jews are referred to as chosen as a people 
by God, and in which die descendants of 

the first Jewish people enjoy God's irrev
ocable love. 

Jews' existence "is therefore not purely 
a fact of nature or of culture," die pontiff 
said. 

"It is a supernatural fact," he said. "This 
people perseveres despite everydung be
cause it is the people of the Covenant and, 
in spite of the infidelities of humankind, 
Yahweh is faithful to his Covenant." 

The pope noted that the New Testa
ment would be "empty of its sense" with
out reference to the Old Testament, and 
that any understanding of Jesus which 
omits the influence on him of his Jewish 
upbringing would be a "misunderstand
ing of the sense of the history of salva
tion." 

Such an omission would make an au-
dientic conception of die story of Jesus' 
resurrection impossible, Pope John Paul 

said. 
The pontiff also said the misguided un

derstanding of Christian teachings con
cerning Judaism was one of die enabling 
factors o f the Holocaust, in that many 
Christians lacked the will to stop i t 

Pope John Paul said drat "in die Chris
tian world" there had been "erroneous 
and unjust interpretations of die New Tes
tament" where it speaks of Jews and "dieir 
alleged culpability." These interpretations, 
"contributed to lulling consciences," so 
that "the spiritual resistance of many was 
not what humanity had the right to expect 
on the part of disciples of Christ" when 
the Nazis persecuted Jews before and dur
ing World War II. 

The pope also noted that there were 
Christians who did try to aid die Nazis' 
victims, often at die risk of their own lives. 

Pope John Paul said, "The church firm

ly condemns all forms of genocide, as well 
as the racist theories which they have in
spired and which are supposed to justify 
(genocide). 

"Racism is a negation of die profound-
est identity of the human being, who is a 
person created in die image of God," the 
pope added. 

He said it was necessary to review diese 
matters in order to give meaning to die 
"purification of memory." 

Pope John Paul has used the same 
phrase to describe the examination of 
conscience to which he has summoned 
the church in anticipation of its com
memorations of the year 2000. 

The pontiff told die symposium partic
ipants that their work would help "clearly 
show tiiat anti-Semitism is widiout any jus
tification and is absolutely to be con
demned." 
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for the endless gifts we enjoy 
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Our Lady is calling you... 
To peace, prayer, and holiness 
"PRAY, PRAY, PRAY3 

Write for our free catalog of over 700 items 
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Great Prayerbooks 
Mary's Call-4 Keys To Heaven. $1.50 
Mary's Call-Mary, Teach Me To Pray....l.50 
Mary's Call-Together In Prayer. 1.50 
Mary's Call-Glory To The Trinity 1.50 
Mary's Call-Little Book of Prayers 50 

Excellent Reading and Gifts 
My Daily Eucharist-Joan McHugh 12.00 
Mother Of The Secret-T. Petrisko... 9.95 
Michael The Archangel, Fr. Herbert. 5.50 
Secret Of The Eucharist- M. Brown 5.50 
Celebrate 2000-PopeJ. Paul 11 (paperback).!.00 
Lift Up Your Heart-Fulton Sheen 13.i)0 
Nobody Calls It Sin Arrymore-Roberts.....6.00 
Diary-Divine Mercy In My Soul-Sr Faustino. 12.00 
Meeting With Mary-}. Connell. 18.50 
Mother's Manual-A.F. Coomes 2.50 
Father's Manual-AF. Coomes 3.95 
Divine Favors Granted to St. Joseph....4.00 
Life Of St. Joseph-M. Baij. 10.00 
Coming Chastisement-Bro C. Driscoll....l.95 
The Day Will Come-M. Brown 12.95 
Father, Forgive Me, For I Am Frustrated.....6.00 
An Hour With Jesus - Vol I. 2.00 
Mother Teresa-A Mother In Love 7.95 
Mother Teresa-Life, Work &Message..l0.9S 

New Books in December 
Mary's Call-The Way of the Cross $1.50 
Mary's Call-The Joy of Being Catholic. 3.00 

Tapes-VCR-Candles 
Rosary-15 Decade, litanies-Audio 3.00 
Stations of the Cross-Audio 3.00 
Prayers and Meditations #l-Audio 3.00 
Wasting Your Life-Sheen Audio. 3.00 
Blessed Mother-Sheen Audio. J.'OO 
Our Father-Sheen Audio 3.00 
About The Angels-Sheen Audio 3.00 
The Holy Spirit-Sheen Audio 3.00 
Superman & Christmas plus True Meaning of 
Christmas-Sheen-Sheen VCR 29.95 
Gospa-VCR. ..24.95 
10 hr votive \72l$l 1.00) each .25 
6 day votive (4/$6.60) each 1.75 

Children 
Where Does God Live-Book ....10.00 
Waldo, Tell Me About God-Book. 4.25 
Waldo, Tell Me About Guardian Angels-Book.4.25 
The Rosary For Little Children-VCR, 14.95 
The Day The Sun Danced-VCR. 14.95 
Songs of Praise-Cassette Tape. 3.99 

Mary's Call 
504 W. US Hwy 24/P.O. Box 16? 

Salisbury, MO 65281-0162 
816-388-5308 FAX 816-388-5453 
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Over 9,5000.000 sold in U.S. and 52 Foreign Countries. 
Postave: Purchases under SI Op add* 7.m- $ 5.00 thru $ 
10.00 add $ roo: siam anACH^addi 4.oo. 
Mary's Call is a tax exempt corporation. 
Any donation you wish to make will help 
spread the devotion to Our Blessed Mother 
around the World. 
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