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Lived experience leads to ongoing change 
In a recent discussion about my article, 

"The Pastoral Exercise of Authority," a per
son said "When we talk about tradition" in 
the church, we can not look onrv at snap
shots. We need to look at the whole video." 

I thought the analogy well-taken. It offers 
us the reminder that we can tend to define 
the tradition of die church through limited 
lenses. We can do that bv equating die 
church's tradition with our personal under
standing or experience of it We can also do 
it bv assuming that the church's self-under
standing and pastoral practice in a given era 
are expressive of the church's deepest, lasting 
traditions and dierefore, valid for all ages. 

In other words, we can tend too easily to 
sav "it's ahvavs been this wav" about things of 
relativeh recent vintage; or to say "it must be 
Lhis wav" about pastoral practices or forms 
of governance that can change or have 
changed in Lhelcourse of our history. 

I am not referring, of course, to the deep
er, essential truths of our faith tradition. 
These remain uhe same in all ages although 
thev. too. have been understood and 

' expressed in different wavs throughout the 
historv of the church. 

I diink. for example, of the mystery- of uhe 
three persons in uhe one God, 6f the true 
humanitv and true divinity of Jesus, of the 
redemptive power and beauty of Christ's 
paschal sacrifice. In order to appreciate 
these mysteries as fully as we can, die church 
continually probes them. This is done in 
technical, systematic fashion by theologians 
who reflect on d ie t radi t ion, c o m p a r e 

insights, explore new unders tand ings . It is 

d o n e by bishops a n d o t h e r pastors in the 

church who a t t empt to witness to the faith by 

preaching and teaching the faith in ways that 
speak to the hearts of each generation. 
Countless faithful believers gain new insight 
and understanding of die faith through the 
ups and downs of daily living and through 
their service to others in the name of Christ. 

In this fashion and over time die church's 
self-understanding changes and so do its 
ways of understanding and speaking about 
some of the elements very close to the heart 
of Catholic life. Change of this kind is not a 
rejection of past truth. Rather, such develop
ment usually flows from continuing study, 
new experience or die press of circum
stances that impel die community to revisit, 
some times revise earlier understandings. 

We can probably all think of ways in which 
developments in the Church's self-under
standing has resulted in notable changes in 
its pastoral practice. I remember die time 
when we could not worship in a Protestant 
church. And if for some extraordinary rea
son, e.g., the funeral or wedding of a rela
tive, it was deemed acceptable to be there we 
were discouraged from giving any visible 
sign that we were praying with the assembly. 

In those years Catholics and people of 
other faidis who wished to marry could not 

do so in the church building. They were usu
ally married in die parish house. 

Back then there was also much less con
gregational participation in the Eucharistic 
Liturgy than there is today, the language of 
the liturgy was Latin and die presiding priest 
celebrated with his back to the assembly 
most of the time. Lay people would never 
touch the Host with their hands. 

All of those practices have changed. They 
did not change because earlier generations 
failed. They changed for one or several rea
sons like the ones mentioned above. We 
developed a renewed appreciation of bap
tism and of the Eucharistic Liturgy. Our 
community came to new insights into free
dom of conscience and religious freedom. 

It is also true to say that the movement 
toward reform and renewal in these 
instances was born in the lived experience of 
faithful people, die systematic work of the
ologians and die ongoing reflection by pas
tors on the challenges and opportunities 
they met in the course of their ministry. That 
has been the history of reform in our church. 
Rarely does it begin widi church leaders and 
work its way through the faithful. 

Sometimes I wish the rarer way were the 
more common one. It seems easier, faster, 
clearer and more efficient. In addition, we 
would probably avoid the tensions that seem 
always to attach to the slower, from-the-grass-
roots-up way in which such changes usually 
emerge. What it would lack would be the 
touch of ordinary people bringing their 
lived faith experience to bear on die life 
and mission of the church. That would be a 
great loss. 

Peace to all. 

Stride Rite 
Save S5 on entire stock 

of shoes, boots and 
sneakers with this ad. 

Today through 11-11-97. 

Soft Spots 

Save $15 on all Soft Spot Boots 
with this ad. 4 days only. 
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Sullivan Shoes • 4 4 2 - 8 7 3 0 
Hours: Mon., Tues.. Thurs. & Fri. 1 0 am - 5 pm 

Wednesday & Saturday 1 0 am - 3 pm 

CUSTOM MADE WREATHS 
All sizes: 22 indies to 5 feet Ask about 

delivery of wreaths to local cemeteries. Beautiful Poinsettia plants 
available at Thanksgiving. Concrete and wooden 

Christmas and religious lawn ornaments. 
Many great gift ideas. 

FRESH C U T CHIRISTMAS TREES 
Douglas Firs grown in the Northeast. 

HILLTOP MARKET 
1506 EMPIRE BLVD. WEBSTER, NY 14580 671-1967 

Share a Great Compassion 
Sr Margaret 

Registered \iirse from Louisville. Kentucky 

M\ location uasa gradual proiess It began with a recurring idea that 
(,<>d u as calling me to something more I prayed for guidance, asking 
<mr Blessed Mothers assistance through her wsary. attended daily Mass 
and Hoh, Communion and made two Holy Hours weekly. I also did a lot 
of spiritual reading Seieral articles on 'older vocations"encouraged me to 
expl'in- m\ location 

I uas initially attracted to this Community by the fact that the Sisters cared for the patients 
themselves \(hen I visited. I saw the loiing concern and joyfulness of the Sisters, and their 
stnmg prayer life 

The Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne 
\'eu York. Ohio. Pennsylvania. Massachusetts. Georgia. Minnesota 

V".-: "^:-c \?x Ji^x urxer patient :n <.c\cn free modern nursing homev Many who enter our 

. '.T.rr..n::\ r,j\c no pr:. >r r .^sna experience Lung .-jur vows and participating in the a!c of the 

Cr.:::,.r: bv prayer a.nd \u.ramer.[> enable*. u» to xrr\e God in this apostotate 

Interested women are invited to visit throughout the year. p MU 
For more information: Write or call, Sr. M. Joseph, O.P., 

Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne, 600 Linda Arenne, Hawthorne, MY 10532 • Tel: (914) 769-4794 
Visrt our WEB site - htto.-'v/ww hawttiome-dominicans org/dsh/dshmain rrtml 
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WE WANT TO WIN YOU OVER! 

Yes, you! We're work
ing hard for you with 
investment services 

that are designed to simpli
fy your life. 

You Win With... 
• Regular monthly checks 
• Fixed rates of interest 
• No fees or commissions 
• High yields and capital growth 

Our Current Annual Return is 

8.51 % 
Call us today; you'll wonder why anyone 

would invest anywhere else. 
Make a fresh start, and make the right call... 
RIGHT NOW....Ca\\ 1-800-507-4393 

ss Gen-See Capital Corporation 
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